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KIDS CAMP
VBS
MUSIC PROGRAM
RENEWED SPIRITS/SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Summertime is Here!
The children are mostly happy and the parents are scrambling to provide coverage for childcare. This is
but one indication that summertime is here. Vacation plans are in the works and some have already
ventured off on vacation. Celebration and relaxation are in order. June also reminds us of Hurricane
Season. Yes, the storms of summertime are just around the corner. As we approach summertime, let’s
remember what these indications teach us about our spiritual lives.
First and foremost, everyone needs time away. Summer usually means we see less of our regular CPC
members than normal. This is because they need time away. Time away is good. It renews our spirit,
allows us to reset our busy and clouded spirits, and helps us to prioritize the most important things in our
lives.
Hurricanes remind us that we are never completely safe from the storms of life. That next trial or
difficult time might be just around the corner. Preparation for the storms of life is no different from
preparing for Hurricanes. We need to plan ahead. Prepare now for what you might face next week, next
month, or even in the fall. Preparing now includes study, prayer, and fellowship with our families and
friends. You are only as good as your support system.
June brings many exciting opportunities. Vacation Bible School is one of those opportunities. Erin
Johnston and others have been working hard to prepare for VBS. Please plan to participate as our
children are worth every moment of time we invest. Singing in the choir is another opportunity. Dakota
Jenkins is working hard to improve our music program. He cannot do this alone. He needs your help.
Please consider joining your voice with the voices in our choir. You do not need professional training to
sing in the choir. Amy Heintz, Michelle Broaderick, and others are preparing to make trips to Mo Ranch
and Montreat with our youth.
These opportunities and many others remind us that just because summertime is upon us, we do not stop
growing. Our spiritual lives are dynamic and fluid. We do need breaks, but cannot afford to lose sight
of the growth needed in our spirits. Let’s enjoy the summertime for all that it might offer.
Blessings,
Jeff

Please Pray For . . .
If you have a prayer request, contact Betty
Badeaux. email: jamesbadeaux@aol.com
Phone: 892-6247
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Important: Please let the office know if your prayer
request below is no longer needed so we can keep the
prayer list up to date.
Meg Camatte (cancer)
Rollin Camp (home/recovery)
Beth Cardon (cancer treatments)
Oliver Carriere(upcoming surgery)
Amelia & Carson Cardon (health)
April Cashion (health)
Matt Cole (pain)
John Davis (rehab)
Max Fernandez (health)
Cab Fielding (health)
Puddin Hawkins (recovery/accident)
Katie Landry (health)
Leadership of CPC
Lehmann family (loss&healing)

Linda McLean (health)
Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health)
Military and their families
Stephanie Mize (continued prayers)
Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center
Officers/Leadership
Pastor Nominating Committee
Debi Schoen’s dad - (health)
Valora Spencer (strength)
USA: Safety of our troops/citizens
Grant Voyles (continued health)
Linda Voyles (multiple myeloma)
Wanda Watkins (transition)
Julie Walsdorf (back pain/family)

Missions:

Habitat for Humanity
STAIR
Evergreen
Family Promise
Northshore Food Bank
**************************************

Month of April

Pledges & Gifts received in
April totaled $14,778. For the year
-to-date through April, Pledges &
Gifts were over budget by $8,564.
Full financial statements are
available in the church office.
Thank you for your financial
support of Covington Presbyterian
Church.
Dick Hastings
Bookkeeper

EXCITED ABOUT VBS!!
In the above picture, Erin Johnston is
working diligently on Vacation Bible School. In
this picture she is decorating and has been doing
so for months, all leading up to June 18th - 21st.
Much planning has been going into the
lessons that will be taught your child. Have you
registered your child yet? Doing so will help
Erin greatly in her planning for food and
supplies.
The theme this year is “Shipwrecked . . .
Rescued by Jesus.” We will spark imagination
with faith-building fun! We will venture onto an
uncharted island where kids survive and thrive.
Anchor kids in the truth that Jesus carries them
through life’s storms. Please see page 7 for
registration information.

WALLACE CARR AWARD:
PREVIOUS WINNERS:
2013: Dr. Wallace Carr
2014: Betty Badeaux, Bob Panek
2015: Chuck Morton, Jennifer Fell, Jennie Fonseca,
Dianne Kaack
2016: Dick Hastings, Della Pierce, Delitha Lane
2017: Puddin Hawkins, Jack McLean
It is now time to turn in your nominations for the Dr. Wallace Carr Award for outstanding service to Covington Presbyterian
Church. Those who have already won this distinguished award are shown to the right of the picture. Please let either Rev.
Jeff Sims (pastor@covpresby.org) or Delitha Lane, Stated Clerk, (banddlane@gmail.com) know who you would like to
nominate.

. . . for the month of June, 2018
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June 3: 1 Sam. 3:1-10; Ps. 139:1-6, 13-18; 2 Cor. 4:5-12; Mark 2:23-3:6
June 10: 1 Sam. 8:4-11, 16-20; Ps. 138; 2 Cor. 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35
June 17: 1 Sam. 15:34-16:13; Ps. 20; 2 Cor. 5:6-10, 14-17; Mark 4:26-34
June 24: 1 Sam. 17:32-49; Ps. 9:9-20; 2 Cor. 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41
...but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory,
both now and to the day of eternity. 2 Peter 3:18

June 3:
June 10:
June 17:
June 24:

“Here I Am!” 1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20)
The Rever end Richar d “Rick” Pitcher , Guest Pr eacher
“Is This The One?” 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
“Lions and Giants and Bear s: Oh My!” 1 Samuel 17: (1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49

SURVEY RESULTS ARE IN!
The results are in and we have work to do in order to improve the experience of worship. Out of 200 plus emails
sent out and hard copies made available, we received 31 returned and completed surveys. Since, about 100 of the 200
are regular worship attenders, 31 out of 100 is about one-third of all attenders.
These 31 seemed to feel that worship was good and a positive or satisfying experience. When asked what
should we change about worship the answers varied. Most dealt with the passing of the peace being eliminated or
moved in the service. One referred to it as the “chaos” of passing the peace. Others wished for modern music, Jeff to be
trained to speak into the microphone correctly, engage more youth and children in worship, a new sound system, and get
rid of the purpose statement. The greatest challenge related to worship was in filling the pews and adding more
members, building a relationship with God, parking, and use of text and cell phones in church. The flow of worship was
mostly good or okay mixed with more negative comments related to passing of the peace and how it interrupts the flow
of worship.
The music program is great or greatly improved and better overall. There were requests for use of the organ, a
children’s choir, more solos and various instruments incorporated into worship, and the recruiting of younger people in
the choir. Dakota Jenkins and Jeff Sims were mentioned several times in the 31 surveys in a positive fashion.
Communication at CPC is mostly good or okay with only one noted “Somewhat.” The two most effective tools
for communicating at CPC is The Lamplighter, our monthly newsletter, and a tie between the Weekly Scroll and the
Order of Worship. The least effective way of communicating at CPC seems to be the Facebook Pages or the four
bulletin boards. Most people preferred to communicate via email or texting, while a few preferred a face-to-face
conversation. Of the 31 respondents, 28 have the capability to text and 2 skipped the question and 1 other responded,
“no.”
Thank you for taking the time to complete the survey. While not all completed the survey, we will be able to use
these 31 survey to establish a baseline for our worship and communication at CPC. Please anticipate more surveys in the
fall as we prepare surveys related to our Adult and Children’s Education Programs.
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The Oak Tree Has a Name!
On April 16, 2018, The Live Oak Society of the Louisiana Garden Club Federation, Inc. presented a
Certificate of Membership in recognition of a life oak tree that is deemed worthy by the society and its
name is “Presbyterian Oak”. The certificate is now framed and can be seen in the foyer of the church.
Thank you to Rev. Jeff Sims for submitting an application and following this through. This oak tree is a
landmark in front of Covington Presbyterian Church and has been photographed by many. We are so
pleased that it has an official name and is logged in on the rolls of the Live Oak Society.

TWO VIEWS OF “PRESBYTERIAN OAK”: Left - A recent picture after being trimmed. Right - Presbyterian Oak laden with snow.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO CPC’S HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE, LEE LAMBERT:
Lee participated all four years of high school at Fontainebleau High in School Jazz Ensemble One,
Talented Music, Marching Band, Wind Symphony Band and Varsity Tennis. His Freshman year he
played FHS basketball and was in the Table Tennis Club. As a Senior he was a member of the Rocketry
Club. Lee was a Member of the National Honor Society.
Musically he was in the LMEA All-State Honor Jazz Ensemble, was recognized as an LMEA All-State
Honor Jazz Ensemble Academic, played in the St. Tammany Parish District Honor Jazz Band and
marched in the Louisiana Showcase of Marching Bands.
Lee grew up at CPC and has enjoyed being a part of the Sunday School Classes, Youth Groups, and
went to Camp Agape, Student Life Camp, and Montreat. Lee was a Youth Elder and had the honor to
preach a sermon at Covington Presbyterian Church. He is a community volunteer with Abita Springs
Friends of the Park and Keep Abita Beautiful.
In the fall Lee is looking forward to attending LSU and plans to study music performance in trumpet.
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Please continue to bring cans which help with fund raising.
The Youth raised $1070 in the silent auction! Thanks for everyone who participated. The
auction helped raise funds to enable the youth to go to summer camps. We have two
children going to Mo Ranch, two children going to Montreat and two children going to
Feliciana for camp.
On June 13th the youth will meet at Elevation Station
from 6-7PM for an evening of fun. Par ents, please
drop off and pick up your children there at Elevation
Station, 250 Northpointe Ct., Covington.

Two of CPC’s youth had the honor of being the recipient and nominee of the Sunshine Award from Madisonville Elementary
School. The awards are given for ‘being a student that brightens the lives of others’, and indeed they do! Congratulations to Caelyn
Sims, nominee, and to Millie Thorpe, award recipient.
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This month we are spotlighting Katie Landry.
Both pictures are of Katie from her 80th birthday
luncheon with her sisters.
Katie Taylor Landry (FCA 1956) was 13-1/2 years old when she came to French Camp
Academy. She and her father traveled from Honduras to see this Christian boarding school that had been
recommended by a friend.
Her father, originally from Minnesota, was working in Honduras with a food company. Because
there was no high school in her town, Katie would need to go to a boarding school. And, because her
parents were Christians, they wanted a Christian boarding school.
Sam Patterson greeted them on the FCA campus, answered their questions, and assured them
FCA was a safe, Christ-centered, school and home where young people could grow. When her father
returned to Hondorus, he was certain that FCA was the right place for Katie. Eventually, two of Katie’s
sisters, Alma and Betty, attended FCA.
Katie became a Christian at French Camp. She said, “French Camp prepared me for eternity.”
After graduating, she attended nursing school but realized her gifts were in a different area. She
went to clerical school, eventually becoming a medical secretary. (The next two sentences following in
just this paragraph is added from Katie to the French Camp article) Katie also worked at Roosevelt
Middle School in Kenner, LA for 20 years as the Principal’s secretary and three years at Jefferson
Community School , the first Charter School of Louisiana.
Katie’s life has had many challenges. When her first husband died, she turned to Sam Patterson
for guidance and prayer. Seven years later she married Dwayne Landry. She has one son, William Arlie,
from her first marriage, and two daughters, Allison and Kimberly, from her second. She also has four
grandchildren.
Katie lives near Covington, LA, in the small town of Abita Springs. Her church family at
Covington Presbyterian Church helps keep her focused on Christ and serving others. Through the 18
years she has been there—just a skosh of her life - she has been active in her church serving on many
committees. Active in the community, she also has volunteered in the hospital and as a reading instructor
for second graders.
Life has not been easy all the time, but God is always good, she stated.
Katie goes to church, meets friends for lunch, loves Bible study groups, and reads Christian
novels. Each day is filled with God’s goodness. From Honduras to French Camp to Abita Springs, God
continues to order her days by His grace, for her good, and for His glory.
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Sacred Harp Music: An American Choral Tradition
In 1620, when the first Pilgrims landed in what would eventually become the
United States, they were seeking to worship God in their own unique way. This included
their worship through music. Early American worship music would have been very
simple and sung without harmony or accompaniment. Some of these tunes we might
even recognize today, as they were often folk songs re-written with religious text
Around the 1750s members of the congregation began to add harmony or
embellishments to the simple tunes. This would eventually become common practice for
congregational singing, and over time, the harmony and embellishments started to
become more complicated. As this tradition of adding more voices to the church music
became more complex, a need for this music to be written down became more and more
necessary. However, this proved to be a problem. Most members of the average
American church congregation in the late 18th century could not read the Bible, let alone
complicated musical notation.
In 1801 William Little and William Smith developed a solution to this problem
by publishing The Easy Instructor. This book of hymn tunes used a system of musical
notation that was much simpler and easier to learn than the traditional notation system
used by classical musicians. This system required the church congregation to only learn
to read four notes, through the use of shapes. Rather than round note-heads, each note of
the scale was assigned a shape. This proved to be a very effective way for illiterate
people to learn to “read music”. Music publishers soon realized the effectiveness of these
“shape-note” books and began to publish more with similar styles of notation.
It wasn’t until 1844 that the most popular and longest lasting shape-note book
would be published; The Sacred Harp. This hymn book became popular because of the
familiarity of the tunes that it contained, but also because the new tunes found within it
were written in a style of folk music that everyone in the congregation would have been
familiar with. This book was so popular, the modern congregation can still feel the
effects it has had on American church music. In the Presbyterian Glory To God, there are
a number of hymns that come straight from The Sacred Harp or other shape note books of
the 19th century. One such hymn is Brethren, we Have Met to Worship (#369). Every
word and every note of this hymn in the Presbyterian hymnal comes straight from The

Sacred Harp.

When singing from the hymnal, it is easy to forget that we are participating in a
tradition that was created by many generations of Americans before us. These hymns
should be sung with the same vigor and enthusiasm that we sing the National Anthem,
which is even younger than some of the hymns we sing every week. These hymns are not
boring because they are old; it is because they are so old that we should be filled with
excitement and shout them out when we sing them!
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We offer several small group ministries each week and month:

Sunday Morning:
9:15 am - Connections Class in the Ria Warner Classroom - A gr oup dedicated to r eading the “Upper Room”
devotional series each week.
9:15 am - ADULT BIBLE STUDY: The Bible Study gr oup that meets in the r oom next to the chur ch office at
9:15 is a study on various topics and books of the Bible.
9:00 am - Fellowship Class in the Fellowship Hall - A gr oup dedicated to pr ayer , community, and intr iguing
discussion. Curriculum varies. The current Bible study is from the book titled “The Story, The Bible as One
Continuous Story of God and His People.” Class members will rotate leading the weekly sessions. This will be an
ongoing Bible study for many weeks and all adults are invited to join us.
Wednesday Morning: 10 am - Wednesday morning Bible study group that joins together every week
to discuss various topics. The class has taken a little break and will resume on June 6th. The current
study is titled “A Clash of Kingdoms” by Ray Vander Laan. Like the Roman Empire, today’s
governments or organizations can become centered on power and believe their messages are the “good
news.” As Christians, we’re called to proclaim God’s name in all the earth, but how do we do that in
the midst of false gospels? Discover how Paul communicated the Good News of Christ to Philippi, a
Roman colony that worshipped false gods. Consider the message you convey to the world - as Ray
Vander Laan takes you deeper into the culture of ancient Philippi.
Every other week - Boomers Group: - A group of mostly Baby Boomers who delve into various book
studies. Look in the newsletter or church bulletin for more details. For the month of April the Boomers
will meet on June 3 and June 17 in the Fellowship Hall.
Twice Monthly:
Pastors’ Bible Study: An over view of the Bible led by Rev. Zac Ritchie and Rev. J eff Sims.
The class is taking a break for the summer months. Please watch for announcements near the
start of the school year for a start-up date for when the class resumes.
Monthly: Presbyterian Women Mary Martha Circle - The second Tuesday of the month:
Both the Mary/Martha Circle and the Night Circle are cancelled for the month of June
Seniors’ Group (“Prime Timers”) - A mostly social gather ing of Senior Adults who gather for
fellowship, food and prayer. Please watch for announcements regarding future events in upcoming
bulletins.
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@

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
8:30am

3
9:00 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
10:30 Worship
11:30 Boomers meet

4
7pm PNC

5
Presbytery
Meeting at John
Calvin Presbyterian Church,
Metairie
7PM Kiwanis

10

11

12

9:00 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
10:30 Worship

6

7

8

6:30PM Choir

10am Adult Bible
Study

13

Clark Lambert

14

15

6:30PM Choir

223rd General
Assembly convenes,
St. Louis

6-7 Youth Meet at
Elevation Station

17

Father’s Day
9:00 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
10:30 Worship
11:30 Boomers meet

Miles Johnston

18

16
8:30am

10am Adult Bible
Study

Riley Hnatyshyn

9
8:30am

Jennie Fonseca

19

20

7am Kiwanis
6PM Session

6:30PM Choir

21

22

23
8:30am

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL June 18-21 - 6pm - 8:15pm
Grades Pre-K, 4-6th. Dinner is provided.
Bobbie Abel

24
9:00 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
10:30 Worship

25

26

27

7am Kiwanis

6:30PM Choir
10am Adult Bible
Study
1PM Staff Meeting

Levi Ritchie

Birthday

Communion

*Fellowship Hall

28

29

30
8:30am

Donna Crowe
Nathan
Edwards
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