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SPRING IN FEBRUARY???*
The old English word, “lencten,” from which we get the word Lent, means “spring.” Why on earth
would we be talking about Spring in February? Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays,
that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Easter Eve. These forty days represents the time Jesus spent
in the wilderness preparing himself for his mission and ministry. Lent is a time in which the church and
its followers prepare for the coming of Easter. During Lent, attention is given to repentance, fasting, and
preparation. One is focused inwardly on reflective soul-searching and righting wrongs, so that our
spirits are healthy and whole.
Some will point out how the calendar tends to roll regarding Lent and Easter. Here in Covington, we
tend to make vacation plans, family events, and other plans around Mardi Gras. Why is that? We love a
parade! The simple answer is that Easter is movable. It can fall anywhere between March 22 and April
25. Easter observance was often correlated to the Jewish Passover. The death, burial, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ happened after Passover. The Jewish holiday calendar is based on solar and lunar cycles
and therefore, shifts from year to year. In short, it was a matter of religious persons conferring with
astronomers to approximate dates of full moons. Easter falls on the Sunday immediately following the
Paschal (Passover) Full Moon. Therefore, Spring has sprung in February 2018.
This month we will read, reflect, act, and prepare for Easter. We will have several opportunities to
participate in these events. On Wednesday, February 14, 2018 we will celebrate Ash Wednesday on the
same day as Valentine’s Day. Confused yet? We will hold an Ash Wednesday Service at CPC at
12:00PM and at 6:00PM. You are invited to attend one of these two services. During the six weeks or
forty days of Lent, we will hold a, Lunch and Lent event. This is a time when we will bring our lunch
and read and reflect on our personal and collective spiritual practices. Lunch and Lent will be held in
the CPC Fellowship Hall at 12:00PM. CPC will also participate in our second annual Reverse Lent
Challenge. Reverse Lent asks us not to give up something, but rather take on some act or action. It asks
us to read a sacred story, wonder about its meaning for you, act on behalf of those in need, and pray for
the courage to follow in Jesus’ footsteps. We also have a Confirmation Class going as Confirmands
learn more about what it means to be a Christian, follow Christ, and explore their own religious heritage,
Presbyterianism. Our Confirmands will join in our Easter Sunday Services and participate by
reaffirming their baptismal vows.
During this Lenten Season, let’s dedicate ourselves to finding ways to participate in traditional and
non-traditional ways. It serves to empower our spirits and equip us with tools we need to travel this
journey we call Life. It is a focus on healing and making whole our spiritual lives. It is not gloomy
wintertime in February, but Sunny Spring February. Come on! What are you waiting for?
*Much of the material focused on Lent and the description of Lent comes from Kathleen Barry’s article
entitled, “What is Lent and why does it last forty days?”

Jeff

Please Pray For . . .
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If you have a prayer request, contact Betty
Badeaux. email: jamesbadeaux@aol.com
Phone: 892-6247

Important: Please let the office know if your
prayer request below is no longer needed so we
can keep the prayer list up to date.
Hank Abel (recovery)
Beth Cardon (healing)
Infant, Amelia Cardon (healing)
The Carrs-Transition to new home
Jean Carriere (health)
Matt Cole (pain)
Jim Davis (recovery from fall)
Cab Fielding (health)
Dick & Linda Fitch (health)
Flood Victims
Katie Landry (health)
Candy Lane (health)
Leadership of CPC
Habitat for Humanity
Family Promise

Missions:

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health)
Jack McLean(shoulder surgery 2/8)
Military and their families
Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center
Officers/Leadership
Pastor Nominating Committee
Michelle Scott (recovery/surgery)
Valora Spencer (strength)
USA: Safety of our troops/citizens
Grant Voyles (recovery-health)
Wanda Watkins (transition in care
facility)
Julie Walsdorf (health)
STAIR
Northshore Food Bank

NORTHSHORE FOOD BANK:
Thank you to all who continue to donate to the North
Shore Food Bank. Our goal in 2017 was 7,000 Lbs and we
exceeded that by donating 8118 lbs. There are many people in
our area that are in need of these donations.
Our goal this year will be 8,000 lbs. Remember, you
can donate actual food or you can include a check made out to
Covington Presbyterian Church in the offering plate. Just be
sure to write “Food Bank” in the memo line.

FEBRUARY 3 OLYMPIA PARADE:
Saturday, February 3, 2017 at 6pm Olympia will r oll
down Jefferson Avenue in front of CPC. In the past, many
CPC members have gathered in front of CPC to view the
parade. We need to get there early and block off space.
For those who do plan to attend, we need your help
keeping our church building and grounds clean, safe, and
secure. THANKS!

The Year 2017
For the seventh consecutive year, Covington
Presbyterian Church has had a successful financial
year. Total Revenues of $299,293 were more than
enough to cover the year's Total Expenses of $280,138.
In addition, the church also received funds through
fundraisers, designated gifts, and special offerings. The
extra revenue ($19,155) has been set aside for future
use: $7,000 to help cover the 2018 budget and the
remaining $12,155 for future expenses not covered in
the budget, such as the new storage shed that was
purchased in 2017. Thank you to all whose gifts
contributed to CPC's financial success in 2017.
The Year 2018
For the year just begun, 65 individuals and families
have pledged a total of $233,868. Based on these
pledges and estimated income from non-pledged gifts
and other sources, the session approved a budget of
$259,440 for 2018. Thank you to all who pledged for
2017 — your estimates of giving provide a sound basis
for the church's planning. Of course, whether or not
you pledged, all contributions are appreciated and will
be put to good use by the church.
CPC's Financial Leadership
For 2018, Elder Jennie Fonseca will continue to serve
as CPC's treasurer and chair of the Finance Committee.
Finance committee members are Pierre Gautreaux,
Ruthanne Hilker, Delitha Lane, Rube Manger, Dick
Hastings, and Jeff Sims (ex officio). In addition to her
other duties, Jeanie Bazer, church secretary, is
responsible for contributions accounting and reporting,
and Clara Rutland, bookkeeper, is in charge of
maintaining the church's accounts payable, payroll,
bookkeeping, and financial reporting.
Full financial statements are available in the church
office. Thank you for your support.
Jennie Gill Fonseca, Treasurer and Clara Rutland,
Bookkeeper
2 Cor 9:10

Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food will also supply and increase your store of seed
and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.

. . . for the month of February, 2018
February 4:
February 11:
February 18:
February 25:
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Isa. 40:21-31; Ps. 147:1-11, 1 Cor. 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39
2 Kings 2:1-12, Ps. 50:1-6; 2 Cor. 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9
Gen. 9:8-17; Ps. 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15
Gen. 17:1-17, 15-16; Ps. 22:23-31; Rom. 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38
...but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
To Him be the glory,

February 4:
February 11:
February 18:
February 25:

“Meeting God Day to Day”
“God, Even of Mardi Gras”
“God of the Wilderness”
“God of the Human and Divine”

Mar k 1:29-39
Mark 9:2-10
Mark 1:9-15
Mark 8:27-38

The Presbyterian Women will continue with the booklet they are currently studying,
“Cloud of Witnesses.” Due to various Mardi Gras activities the usual Circle meeting date
(2nd Tuesday of each month) will change for February only. The next meeting of Mary/
Martha Circle will take place Tuesday, February 6 at 9:30am at the home of Puddin
Hawkins. The Night Circle will meet on Tuesday, February 20th at CPC and is led by
Dianne Kaack.

CPC held its first Confirmation Class of 2018 on January
28th. These confirmands will complete their study and all
requirements of confirmation and reaffirm their Baptismal
vows on Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018.
February Class dates: (Meet at CPC)
9AM February 4
9AM February 18
5PM February 25

The youth group had a great turn out for movie
night. They watched the “Goonies” and enjoyed
eating pizza and popcorn.
Please remember to bring in your cans for recycling.
All the money goes to the youth group and will be
used to help send the kids to camp this summer.
Thank you!

Michelle Broadrick
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This month we are spotlighting . . .Gordon Mellencamp

Gordon Mellencamp

was born in Boyne City, Michigan in 1934. He completed Michigan State
University with BA degrees in Urban Planning and Civil Engineering. He spent two years in the Active Navy
Reserve (Aviation) and five years Inactive Reserve.
Gordon married Jennie in 1957 and has two children, six grandchildren, and 1-2/3 Great-grands, (one is
due in February.) Jennie died in 2000 after 43 years of marriage, living with Gordon and family.
During that time Gordon’s work life varied. He served on the County Planning Commission in Nashville
and Chattanooga. He was the Assistant to the Mayor in Chattanooga. He worked in the Hospital Administration
of Erlanger Medical Center and also did consulting, and homebuilding.
Gordon completed Graduate School at U.T. Tennessee with MS Degrees in Environmental Science,
Industrial/Organizational Psychology, Public Administration and was a part-time Adjunct Professor.
Gordon has always been a Presbyterian, serving as Deacon, Elder, Sunday School teacher and other roles.
He is presently serving as Deacon, Class of 2018, at Covington Presbyterian Church.
He moved to Madisonville in 2008, built a small house next to a swamp. His interests are: outdoors,
biking, rowing, animals, reading, friends and learning new things.
He never knew what he wanted to do and still doesn’t . . . That’s for God to decide. Gordon never seems
bored and is always positive. He says negativity uses too much energy but faith, loving and forgiveness works.
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ASH WEDNESDAY, February 14:
We will have two services: 12PM and 6PM
Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent and invites all of us to reflect upon our spiritual lives.
All are invited for the imposition of ashes.
LUNCH & LENT: Lunch & Lent will occur weekly dur ing the season of Lent. Each Wednesday at 12
PM we will meet in the Fellowship Hall to enjoy a meal and a time of r eflection. Please br ing your own
lunch.

PALM SUNDAY: March 25th at 10:30AM: Ther e
will be a special Palm Sunday Worship Service with a
processional of Palms.

After the Palm Sunday worship service on March 25, 2018, there will be a Potluck
Lunch in the Fellowship Hall. Please br ing a main dish and a side dish, salad
or dessert. The children will be delighted to join in for a lively Easter Egg Hunt
directly following the service.

MAUNDY THURSDAY: Ther e will be a Maundy Thur sday ser vice at 6PM ,
March 29th in the sanctuar y

EASTER SUNDAY: On Easter Sunday, Apr il 1, we will have a lovely wor ship ser vice
with communion as we celebrate the Risen Savior. You are invited to join us in worship at
10:30AM.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:
During the Easter service an offering, “One Great Hour of
Sharing”, will be received. Join in God’s call to share our bread with the
hungry, to aid and shelter people overcoming catastrophe and conflict, and
to resource communities working to cast off the bonds of poverty and
oppression.
Sharing God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the world
by providing relief from natural disasters, food for the hungry, and support
for the poor and oppressed reminds us of the verse in Isaiah 58, “You shall
be called “Repairers of the Breach.””
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On the Saturday after the recent cold snap, fifteen CPC senior
citizens met at the Abita Brewpub and enjoyed a time of
fellowship and a tasty Dutch treat lunch. Afterward, they visited
the Abita Springs Trailhead Museum, located just across the
Tammany Trace from the restaurant . (Pictured below)
Pictured L-R: Gordon Mellencamp, Ann Harper, Sidney Harper.

Pictured L-R (Group on Left): Diane Cole, Stephanie Mize, Helen Camp, Della Pierce and Martha Reese.
(Group on right): Stuart Ball, Dick Hastings, Melinda Ball, Rollin Camp, Robert Reese and Flo Murat.
Also present but not shown: Bob Cunningham.
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We offer several small group ministries each week and month:

Sunday Morning:
9:15 am - Connections Class in the Ria Warner Classroom - A gr oup dedicated to r eading the “Upper Room”
devotional series each week.
9:15 am - ADULT BIBLE STUDY: The Bible Study gr oup that meets in the chur ch office at 9:15 is a study on
various topics and books of the Bible.
9:15 am - Fellowship Class in the Fellowship Hall - A gr oup dedicated to pr ayer , community, and intr iguing
discussion. Curriculum varies. The current Bible study is from the book titled “The Story, The Bible as One
Continuous Story of God and His People.” Class members will rotate leading the weekly sessions. This will be an
ongoing Bible study for many weeks and all adults are invited to join us.

Wednesday Morning: 10 am - Wednesday morning Bible study group that joins together every week
to discuss various topics. Come join the group for a study of the book of Acts. The study guide, “Life
Lessons - Acts” explores how the same men who doubted in Galilee argued in Capernaum, and ran for
their lives in Gethsemane are transformed by the resurrected King in the book of Acts.
Every other week - Boomers Group: - A group of mostly Baby Boomers who delve into various
book studies. Look in the newsletter or church bulletin for more details. For the month of January the
Boomers will meet on February 11th and 25th.
Twice Monthly:
Pastors’ Bible Study: An over view of the Bible led by Rev. Zac Ritchie and Rev. J eff Sims.
Meetings alternate:
For the month of February:
Friday, February 9, 12:30PM Madisonville Presbyterian Church.
Friday, February 23, 12:30PM Covington Presbyterian Church

Monthly: Presbyterian Women Mary Martha Circle - The second Tuesday of the month,
however in February, due to Mardi Gras, the Mary/Martha Circle will meet on February 6th at
9:30 at the home of Puddin Hawkins and the Night circle will meet on February 20th at 5:30pm in the
Fellowship Hall.

Seniors’ Group (“Prime Timers”) - A mostly social gather ing of Senior Adults who gather for
fellowship, food and prayer.

8

SESSION COMMITTEES

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
DIACONATE COMMITTEES
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
4

5

9:00 Confirmation Class
9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
10:30 Worship Svc.
11:30 Souper Bowl Chili
Cookoff* & Potluck

6
7pm Kiwanis
Key Club*
9:30 Mary/
Martha
Circle

7
10am Bible Study
5:30 Choir

Julie Walsdorf

Jennifer Fell

11

Transfiguration of the
Lord

12

13

10
8:30
Work Day

Karen Key

16

17

19

6pm Kiwanis
Key Club*

Owen
Hnatyshyn

20

21

22

23

24

12:30
Pastors’
Bible Study
CPC*

8:30
Work Day

7am Kiwanis

25

26

27

4:30 Scouts

Communion

8:30
Work Day

Kim Pierce

5:30 Circle
6pm Session

Birthday

15

9
12:30
Pastors’
Bible Study
Madisonville
Presbyterian
Church

Mary Case

4:30 Scouts

Kristen Gegenheimer
Wanda Watkins

Ash Wednesday
12PM 0r 6PM

3
8:30
Work Day
6pm Olympia

Mardi Gras

9:00 Confirmation Class
9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
11:30 Coffee Hour

9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
11:30 Coffee Hour
11:30 Boomers Group
5pm Confirmation Class

10am Bible Study

2

Sat

Cameron
Edwards
Kiki Thibaut

Office closed

9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
11:30 Coffee Hour
11:30 Boomers Group

18

8

Fri

7pm Kiwanis

10am Bible Study
12PM “Lunch & Lent”
5:30 Choir

28
10am Bible Study
12PM “Lunch & Lent”
5:30 Choir

*Fellowship Hall
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