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A Season of Thanks and Giving!
The leaves have changed and the air is cooler and crisper than its July cousin. We have arrived at
November, typically a month of thanksgiving. We should indeed be THANKFUL. First Thessalonians,
chapter five and verse eighteen reminds us, “give thanks in all circumstances!” It is my hope that you
will do just that. However, I’d like to divide this season and ask you to consider the month of November
as a “Season of Thanks” and a “Season of Giving.”
This is a Season of Thanks as we consider how God has been present with us, cared for us, and provided
for our needs both individually and collectively as a church. We often speak of these blessings in our
worship and in informal conversations with our friends. Sometimes we even share with acquaintances
how God has been there for us. Even social media has aided us in recounting our blessings as often we
see lists of things people are thankful for in their lives. As we recount how God has been generous to us
throughout the generations, let us remember, “God has provided, more than enough, to sustain us.”
It is also a Season of Giving. It is a time in the life of our church when we not only recount how God
has been faithful to us, but how we might be faithful to God. There are many ways to give to God in
faithfulness. We often speak of giving our time, our talents, and our treasure. We certainly need all
three, but during this month we will specifically consider what we will pledge financially to Covington
Presbyterian Church in order that the church might meet its budget and participate in the mission of God
by proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s transforming power and love. What will you
pledge to CPC and God?
I wish you all a Happy Season of Thanks and a Happy Season of Giving.
“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for
all of you.” Philippians 1:3-4.
With a grateful heart,

Jeff
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If you have a prayer request, contact Betty Badeaux:
email: jamesbadeaux@aol.com
Phone: 892-6247
Hank Abel (recovery)
Helen Camp (recovery)
Beth Cardon (healing)
Infant, Amelia Cardon (healing)
Jean Carriere (health)
Matt Cole (pain)
Cab Fielding (health)
Dick & Linda Fitch (health)
Flood Victims
Katie Landry (health)
Scott Lane (health)
Leadership of CPC
Tom Logan (hip)
Linda McLean (health)

Missions:
Habitat for Humanity
Family Promise

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health)
Kent & Diane Meyer (recovery)
Military and their families
Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center
Officers/Leadership
Pastor Nominating Committee
Michelle Scott (radiation & chemo)
Valora Spencer (strength)
Elizabeth Tosterud (healing)
USA: Safety of our troops/citizens
Grant Voyles (recovery-health)
Julie Walsdorf (health)
Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer)

STAIR
Northshore Food Bank

Month of September
Pledges & Gifts for the month of September
totaled $12,740. For the year-to-date thru
September, Pledges & Gifts of $232,948
were under budget by $4,736.

Full financial statements are available in the
church office.
Thank you for your support of Covington
Presbyterian Church.
Clara Rutland, Bookkeeper

TEXTING REQUEST:
As we like to keep our records updated, we would like to
capture, with your permission, the capability to text
important events such as inclement weather or urgent
announcements. This privilege will not be abused. Many
times texting will be noticed faster than an email. So that
we can reach you right away, please let the office know
(secretary@covpresby.org):
1. If you will allow us to text you for important reasons.
2. Your text number, if you have this function.
3. Any other contact information that needs updating.
Your cooperation to this will be most helpful to Rev.
Sims and the staff. Thank you!

A Month of Thanks
The month of
November means the
Thanksgiving holiday is
upon us. This season is
a great time to think of
not only how we are
blessed, but how we can
bless others. We
challenge you to think
of ways you can give
thanks and give back!

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS ON NOVEMBER 5th

REMEMBER TO . . .
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“God is not
unjust; He will
not forget your
work and the
love you have
shown Him as
you have helped
His people and
continue to help
them.”
Hebrews 6:10

This month we are spotlighting Jeff and Debi Schoen. Jeff and Debi are big LSU fans as you can see in the
picture (right). They are wonderful parents to their Goldendoodle, Sage, also pictured.
There is no end to the support the Schoen’s have given to Covington Presbyterian Church which flows
from the Burns/Schoen generations before them.

Debi and Jeff Schoen are long-time members of CPC; shortly after their move to Covington in 1978, Debi joined, as Jeff
has been a life-long member (being a native of Covington) and is a proud fourth generation (Burns/Schoen) member of
CPC.
Debi was born in Tennessee, the daughter of a career member of the Air Force, which took her to extended stays in
Tennessee, Oklahoma, West Virginia, France, and finally Niceville, Florida, where her parents retired and live today.
Debi was a very successful Kindergarten Teacher in the St. Tammany Parish Public School System, having retired after
33 years of service, now spending her "spare" time tending to her vegetable garden, herb garden, and multitude of plants
in her greenhouse. She also finds time to bake her "Key Lime Pie" for Gallagher's Restaurant. Most importantly, she
serves as the best mother in the world to her soon to be 2 year old Goldendoodle, "Sage", who absolutely is the star of the
Schoen Home and has her Daddy wrapped around her paws.
Jeff has practiced law for 39 years (entire career) with Jones Fussell, L.L.P. in Covington where he serves as Managing
Partner and is involved with an active real estate and business development practice. Jeff has been involved in numerous
civic and charitable organizations in the community and has taken an active role in leadership in the business and (local)
political community. He is a proud alumnus of Covington High School which he still supports in numerous ways and
likewise a supporter of the public school system in St. Tammany Parish which his Father served as Superintendent for
many years.
Among their hobbies are enjoying wonderful times with an extended family (blessed with wonderful Parents, Aunts/
Uncles, Siblings, Nephews/Nieces), as well as being fortunate enough to travel many parts of our beautiful country and a
few incredible journeys to Europe.
Not to be left out, LSU is a big part of everything that happens in the Schoen Home.
Debi and Jeff are incredibly grateful for the many and wonderful blessings that God has and continues to bestow on
them, including CPC, the best Church Home anyone could ask for.

. . . for the month of November
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November 5: J osh. 3:7-17; Ps. 107:1-7, 33-37; 1 Thess. 2:9-13; Matt. 23:1-12
November 12: J osh. 24:1-3a, 14-25; Ps. 78:1-7; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; Matt. 25:1-13
November 19: J udges 4:1-7; Ps. 123: 1 Thess. 5:1-11; Matt. 25:14-30
November 26: Ezek. 34:11-16, 20-24; Ps. 100; Eph. 1:15-23; Matt. 25:31-46
...but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now
and to the day of eternity. 2 Peter 3:18

November 5:
November 12:
November 19:
November 26:

“Reforming Jesus Comes with Joy!”
“Ready to Serve!”
“Talents Buried and Talents Used”
“Sheep, Goats, and Followers of a Shepherd King”

Matthew 23:1-12/Joshua 3:7-17
Matthew 25:1-13/Joshua 24:1-25
Matthew 25:14-30/Judges 4:1-7
Matthew 25:31-46/Ezekiel 34:22

The monthly Circle Meetings meet on the 2nd Tuesday each month, November 14, with a study of
Hebrews. The study, A Cloud of Witnesses, is open to any woman, member or visitor. There are two
circles and both are using the same book; the morning circle, also known as the Mary Martha Circle,
meets at the home of Puddin Hawkins on 231 S. Orchard at 9:30 A.M. The Night Circle is led by
moderator, Dianne Kaack, and meets at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall to enjoy a light supper before
the study begins. Great fellowship, great Bible study, and there is always food! If you are interested,
please contact Dianne Kaack. (789-1594).

BOOMER SMALL GROUP:
The Boomer Small Group meets on
November
15th
at
CPC
following the worship service.
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: On Sunday, November 5,
Covington Presbyterian Church will have a brief Congregational Meeting
for members only right after the worship service. The meeting is held for
the purpose of electing Elder and Deacons for the Class of 2020.
LUNCH AFTER CHURCH: A gr oup of mostly senior s goes for lunch after chur ch on Sundays to
various restaurants on the North Shore. Anyone is welcome to attend occasionally or regularly with this
group.

Christmas eve falls on Sunday this year and Covington Presbyterian Church will have
an abbreviated worshipful service at 10:30 AM. You are invited to come and bring
your family.
At 5PM the church will have a Candlelight Service.
A nursery will be provided for children 3 years old
and under. It is a special evening service with candles and singing
of loved Christmas Carols led by CPC’s Chancel Choir. Please
mark your calendar and plan to come and join us as we gather to
‘worship the king.’
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Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud
HYMN OF THE MONTH ~ COME THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING
Our hymn of the month, Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing,
was written by Robert Robinson. He was a small boy when his dad died
in 18th century England. There was little in the way of a social welfare
system and he was required to work while he was still very young.
Without a father’s guidance he fell in with bad companions.
One day a group of these rowdy companions harassed a
drunken gypsy by pouring liquor into her. They demanded that she tell
them their fortunes for free. She pointed her finger at Robert and said he
would live to see his children and grandchildren. He pondered that if he
was going to live to see his children and grandchildren, he should
change his way of living.
Robert Robinson decided to go hear the Methodist preacher George Whitefield. In a weak
moment, he encouraged the rowdy boys to go with him and heckle the gathering. Whitefield preached
on the text: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?” (Matthew 3:7)
Robert left with fearful thoughts and experienced a deep sense of sin that lasted for three years.
At the age of twenty, he made peace with God and quickly set out to become a Methodist
preacher himself. Two years later, in 1757, he wrote this hymn that expressed the joy he found in his
new faith. In the last stanza, Robert wrote these lyrics:

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love
Take my heart, O take and seal it
Seal it for thy courts above.
Robert was decidedly prone to wander. He later left the Methodists and became a Baptist. At
the age of 23, he was the pastor of a rather large Baptist church in Cambridge, England and he was
known as an able minister and scholar. Later on, he became a close friend of Joseph Priestly and he was
accused of becoming a Unitarian. Priestly and other Unitarians denied the full divinity of Christ.
Supposedly he became a Unitarian. However, in a sermon he preached that Jesus was God, and added,
“Christ in Himself is a person infinitely lovely as both God and man.”

Robert Robinson died on June 9, 1790. Had he left the God he loved? A widely-told, but
unverifiable, story says that he was riding in a stagecoach one day and a lady asked him what he thought
of the hymn she was humming. He responded, “Madam, I am the poor unhappy man who wrote that
hymn many years ago, and I would give a thousand worlds if I had now the feelings I had then.”
The tune is an American folk tune known as “Nettleton,” composed by the printer John Wyeth
or possibly Asahel Nettleton. This tune is most commonly sung in the United States. The tune
“Normandy” by C. Bost is used in the United Kingdom.
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A big thank you to the Kilts of
Many Colours for a fantastic job
playing for the Kirkin’ o’ Tartans!

Pictured right: The processional of children & pipers.
Left: Top-A delighted Mary Elizabeth Heintz.
Bottom left: Rev. Jeff Sims standing in front of the Flag of
Bara all decked out in a reversible stole representing both
his and Erin’s family clans. The stole was made thanks to
the skillful hands of Della Pierce and Linda Stewart.
Bottom right: Mur Kuhn of MacNeil of the Barra Clan.
Mur brought the Cross of St. Andrew Flag to add to the
decorations. The Kirkin’ o’ The Tartans was celebrated on
the 500th anniversary of Reformation Sunday, October 29,
2017.
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THREE DIFFERENT BREAKFAST OPPORTUNITIES
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All Veterans
(Ladies & Gentlemen) of CPC are
invited to:
Veterans’ Day Breakfast
Saturday, November 11, 2017
CPC Fellowship Hall at 10 AM
Guest Speaker: Matt Cole
Mark your calendar and plan to
come and enjoy.
We are grateful for your service!
A $5 donation is appreciated.

Pancakes

for
the

Playground

Come join us for a pancake breakfast fundraiser! All proceeds
will go towards the rebuilding of our playground.
Sunday, December 3
8:30—10 AM
Fellowship Hall

Saturday, November 4, 10AM
Home of Ursule Panek
13247 Riverlake Dr.,

Covington, lA 70435
Gate Code 082
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On Sunday, October 1, 2017, Covington Presbyterian Church observed World Communion Sunday.
Notice in the picture above the flags of various countries hanging over the stained glass windows.
Below is pictured the beautifully decorated communion table and world globe area against the wall.
Thanks to CPC’s amazing decorators Rev. Jeff Sims, Erin Johnston and Rachel Lambert for
enhancing the sanctuary in the spirit of World Communion Day.
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Please join us for the CPC Ladies
Christmas Party
in the Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, December 13, at 5:30 p.m.
We’ll have good food, fellowship, and a time of celebration.
All ladies are invited.

Psalms 107:1 “O give thanks unto the LORD, for He is
good: for His mercy endureth forever.”

On Sunday, November 12 we will have a Thanksgiving
Dinner in the Fellowship Hall after the worship service.
The turkeys will be provided; please just bring a side and/or
a dessert with you. With all the tasty dishes, the turkey, and
lots of good friends, this promises to be a wonderful event for
our church family. Everyone is invited.

GIVING TREE:
CPC will bring a little joy to needy
children in our community this
Christmas season through our annual
‘Giving Tree” The Giving Tree will
be placed in our sanctuary beginning
November 25th.
To participate, select a
child’s name tag from the tree.
Please place your wrapped gifts under the tree for pick up and delivery
before the announced deadline.
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The holiday season is upon us! We will have our annual poinsettias decorating the sanctuary
during the Christmas season. CPC members and friends will have an opportunity to order the flowers
for $10.00 each. You may dedicate a memorial or honor someone through this beautiful floral
presentation. You will also have an opportunity to donate funds towards fresh wreaths. The same
memorial or honorarium opportunity will be provided for these wreaths as well. We are in hopes that
there will be a nice balance of poinsettias and fresh wreaths to add to the charm of our lovely church
for the season that we celebrate the birth of our Lord in worship.
Please fill out the form and place your orders early. The last day for orders is Tuesday, December
5 . You may drop the order form in the offering plate or bring it by the office. You are encouraged to

take home your poinsettias after worship on December 24th.

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM:
I/we would like to order __________ Poinsettias at $10.00 ea. and/or donate $______________ toward fresh wreaths.
The flowers will be placed in the sanctuary from December
IN MEMORY OF . . .

IN HONOR OF . . .

_________________________________________

Name:_______________________________________

_________________________________________

Telephone______________________________

email:________________________________________
Check enclosed for $_______________

Given by: __________________________________________

Poinsettia order deadline: Tuesday, December 5, 2017
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THE
“PROPERTY
BROTHERS”
REPORT

Pictured above: Chuck Morton pulling the cement wagon. They “Property Brothers” were breaking up the cement in the
playground in preparation for upcoming improvements. Below: Mark Finch swinging the maul. And, that’s Hank Abel
cutting down another of the shrubs to make room for the new storage shed. Also helping but not pictured were Jason
Johnston and Jack McLean (photographer).
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Many, many thanks to all for your consistent contributions to The Food Bank. In August, CPC donated
the equivalent of 791 pounds of food to The Food Bank (184 pounds in actual food donations; member
cash donations of $580; and, a cash donation from the youth of $27.00). From January to August CPC
has donated the equivalent of 5,774 pounds of food, so we only have 1,226 pounds to go to meet our goal
of 7,000 pounds in 2017. We need to average over 300 pounds in food and cash donations each month
for the remainder of the year to meet our 7000 pound goal. PLEASE r emember that EVERY SUNDAY IS FOOD BANK SUNDAY and don’t for get to br ing your food donations with you each
week. If you prefer to make a monetary donation, just drop your check made payable to CPC in the offering plate with “Food Bank” designated on the memo line. Each dollar you donate is equal to one pound
of food.
Still thinking about becoming a STAIR tutor?
There is another opportunity for STAIR tutor training - Thursday, November 2 at North
Cross United Methodist Church in Madisonville. The time is 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. Contact
Margo Price at STAIR@nola.org for more information.
PRESBYTERIAN CAMPUS MINISTRY:
October has been a fun and busy month for Presbyterian Campus Ministry of Southeastern! We had our weekly
dinner and discussions on Tuesday nights, celebrated World Communion Sunday with First Presbyterian Church
Hammond, had a Minute for Mission at Covington Presbyterian Church on the 15th, enjoyed SLU’s Homecoming, and
hosted a fundraiser lunch for the Presbytery of South Louisiana’s biannual meeting. Our special event this month was
Pumpkin Carving on the 31st for the students. Check out our Facebook or Instagram for pictures (@pcmselu).
As we move towards December and the dreaded FINALS WEEK for students we are beginning to collect items for
encouragement packs.We fill these encouragement bags with a prayer, some info about PCM, and snacks to tide the
students over during this grueling time. We include items like chips, popcorn, candy, granola bars, cookies, etc. We’ll be
filling the bags with the help of First Presbyterian Hammond at their Advent Workshop on November 26th. If you would
like to donate items to fill the encouragement bags visit www.pcmselu.org and click Support Us to find our Amazon
wishlist and it will be shipped directly to PCM! Or call us at (985) 956-7232.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY is one of the four local mission
projects that CPC supports, and they need volunteers to help sort,
price, and rearrange merchandise at their ReStore in
Mandeville. Volunteers are requested to work a part-time or fulltime shift on any Monday for the rest of the year.
If you, or better yet you and a few friends, can volunteer any Monday for the rest of the year,
please call Jenny Tresvik, Habitat’s Volunteer Coordinator, to let her know the date you can
help. Jenny’s telephone number is 985-893-3172 x221. Please consider volunteering your time to help
Habitat.
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We offer several small group ministries each week and month:

Sunday Morning:
9:15 am - Connections Class in the Ria Warner Classroom - A gr oup dedicated to r eading the “Upper Room”
devotional series each week.
9:15 am - ADULT BIBLE STUDY: The Bible Study gr oup that meets in the chur ch office at 9:15 is a study
which is “Discussion of the Lectionary Passage for the Current Sunday”. The lectionary passage can be found at
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/ or in the “Lamplighter.” Please read the passage and join your Church friends
to get insight in the passages selected for the day’s sermon.
9:15 am - Fellowship Class in the Fellowship Hall - A gr oup dedicated to pr ayer , community, and intr iguing
discussion. Curriculum varies. The current Bible study is from the book titled “The Story, The Bible as One
Continuous Story of God and His People.” Class members will rotate leading the weekly sessions. This will be an
ongoing Bible study for many weeks and all adults are invited to join us.

Wednesday Morning:
10 am - Wednesday morning Bible study gr oup that joins together ever y week to discuss
various topics. A new study will begin in October: “A Case For Faith” by Lee Strobel.
Every other week :
Boomers Group - A group of mostly Baby Boomers who delve into various book studies. Look in the newsletter or
church bulletin for more details.
Twice Monthly:
Pastors’ Bible Study: An over view of the Bible led by Rev. Zac Ritchie and Rev. J eff Sims. Meetings
alternate: For the month of November, meet on Friday, November 10th at Madisonville Presbyterian.
For the month of December, meet on Friday, December 8th at Covington Presbyterian Church.

Monthly:
Presbyterian Women Mary Martha Circle - The second Tuesday of the month at 9:30 am at the
home of Puddin Hawkins. Note: The women will not meet in December due to the Christmas party.
Presbyterian Women Night Circle - The second Tuesday of the month at 5:30pm in the Fellowship
Hall. Note: The women will not meet in December due to the Christmas party.

Seniors’ Group (“Prime Timers”) - A mostly social gather ing of Senior Adults who gather for
fellowship and prayer.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1 10amAdult
Bible Study*
5:30 Choir

5

6

9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Congregational Mtg
11:30 Coffee Hour

129:15

Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Boomers Group
Thanksgiving Potluck
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Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Coffee Hour
Elizabeth White
Cassie Rogers

26

9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Coffee Hour
11:30 Boomers Meet

147:30am

4:30 Girl
Scouts*

Kiwanis*
9am MM Circle
5:30pm Night
Circle*
6PM Session
Pierre Gautreaux

20

21

Lem McCoy

19 9:15

7

12:30 Kiwanis
Board Mtg.*
7pm Kiwanis*

8

10amAdult
Bible Study*
5:30 Choir
6pm SOBB*
6pm Finance Mtg.
Grant Lambert

15

10amAdult
Bible Study*
5:30 Choir

2 Chad Grob 3
Betty Lancaster
Sara Cole
Danny Key

9

22

10amAdult
Bible Study*
5:30 Choir

28

7:30am
Kiwanis*

29

9:30 Worship Mtg.
10amAdult
Bible Study*
5:30 Choir

Communion

*Fellowship Hall

Sat

4

8:30am
10am Ladies
Breakfast
Linda Voyles

10 12:30

Pastor’s Bible
StudyMadisonville

11

8:30am

10AM Veterans
Breakfast*
Myralynn Gibbs

16

23

Thanksgiving

17

30

18

8:30am
TBA Prime
Timers
(Restaurant)

24
Joe Tosterud
Mark Finch
Bridget
Dunnavant

Graves
Lambert

27

Fri

Jack McLean

Vickie Hesson

Birthday

Thu

25

8:30am

16

7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

JANUARY

Ann Boushie
Dianne Kaack

APRIL
*****EASTER LILIES*****

Erin Johnston
Carol Lapari
Linda Voyles
JULY

Conie Abernathy
Bonnie Mermilliod
Conie Abernathy

4
11
18
25

6
13
20
27

FEBRUARY

Amanda Wright
Rachel Lambert

MAY

Debi & Jeff Schoen
Mark Alexander
Betty Badeaux
Amanda Wright
AUGUST

Amanda Wright
Linda McLean
Terri Demers
Michelle Broadrick

4
11
18
25

3
10
17
24

2
9
16

5
12
19
26

Joelle Cuevas
Diane Cole
Melba Logan

23

2
9
16
23
30

4
11
18

Karen & Danny Key

NOVEMBER

Helen Camp

25

1
8
15
22
29
OCTOBER
7
14
21

Amanda Wright

Matt & Kim Cole

28

30

MARCH

Conie Abernathy

JUNE

Pat Gresham
Della Pierce
Erin Johnston

SEPTEMBER

April Cashion

Patty Jeffries

DECEMBER

Lisa Wilson

ADVENT
FLOWERS

Cindy Manger has graciously accepted the responsibility to collect signatures for flower donations for the
sanctuary for the year 2018. This page shows what slots are open. If you would like to sign up, please contact
Cindy Manger: beachin70124@gmail.com or 504-481-7792.
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Covington Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 819
Covington, LA 70434

