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Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the church at Wittenberg on October 31, 1517, almost
500 years ago to the day. He never intended to break away from the Roman Catholic Church. He only
wanted to reform the existing church. The Presbyterian Church (USA) is known for affirming the
statement, Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda secundum verbum Dei. This statement is translated,
“The church reformed always to be reformed according to the Word of God.” Sola scriptura or scripture
alone is one of the foundational statements of the Reformation.
Some 500 years later, we at Covington Presbyterian Church are still turning to scripture and the Word
made flesh, or incarnation of Christ to guide us. As we seek ways to better understand, strive to be
living examples of God’s love, share our resources with those in need, and serve our neighbors we are
guided by written words that are much older than 500 years. In our worship, in our governance, and in
our discipline we continue to be guided by our Presbyterian (USA) Constitution. The Constitution,
made up of the Book of Confessions and the Book of Order, draws upon and is informed by the Hebrew
Scriptures and the New Testament.
As we worship during the month of October we will be reading, reflecting, praying, preaching and
singing about our individual and communal journey of discipleship within the Kingdom of God. The
Kingdom of God is present in the local congregation gathered at Covington Presbyterian Church and in
the larger invisible Church throughout the world. Our worship experiences will honor World
Communion Sunday, local mission opportunities, stewardship, and the annual Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans,
complete with kilts and bagpipes.
Come and see this ragtag band of misfits gathered at 222 South Jefferson Avenue, reformed and being
reformed. Luther and Calvin would be proud!
Peace and Blessings,

Jeff
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If you have a prayer request, contact Betty Badeaux:
email: jamesbadeaux@aol.com
Phone: 892-6247
Hank Abel (recovery)
Helen Camp (recovery)
Beth Cardon (healing)
Cardon twin babies (healing)
Jean Carriere (health)
Matt Cole (pain)
Cab Fielding (health)
Dick & Linda Fitch (health)
Flood Victims
Ghana Prison Ministry
Wynn Gillan (recovery surgery)
Katie Landry (health)
Scott Lane (recovery)
Leadership of CPC

Missions:
Habitat for Humanity
Family Promise

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health)
Kent & Diane Meyer (recovery)
Military and their families
Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center
Family of Mary Nuckols (loss)
Richard Olson (recovery)
Officers/Leadership
Pastor Nominating Committee
Valora Spencer (strength)
USA: Safety of our troops/citizens
Grant Voyles (recovery-health)
Julie Walsdorf (health)
Family of Bruce White (loss)
Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer)
STAIR
Northshore Food Bank

Month of August
Pledges & Gifts for the month of August
totaled $13,411. For the year-to-date thru
August, Pledges & Gifts of $220,208 were
over budget by $37.

Full financial statements are available in the
church office.
Thank you for your support of Covington
Presbyterian Church.
Clara Rutland, Bookkeeper

BIRTHDAYS: Our sincer e apologies to Mur
Kuhn who had a birthday on September 8th and we
did not have it on our birthday calendar. We wish
you a belated “Happy Birthday”, Mur.
Everyone is special at CPC and we wish to never
forget anyone! We ask that if you have a birthday that we have omitted
or if you have not submitted your birthdate to us, please email us at
secretary@covpresby.org so that we may include you.

Beautiful Bulletin Board

Preparing the playground for new equipment.
CPC helpers are Addison Sims (front), L-R:
Mark Finch, Hank Abel and Rev. Jeff Sims.

Thanks to Erin Johnston for free handing this lovely art work for all of us
to enjoy through the Thanksgiving holiday.

This month we are spotlighting Carolyn and
Alex Valentin. The Valentins joined CPC
this year and we are excited to get to know
them better.

Carolyn and Alex Valentin with children,
Elena and Alexander

“God is not unjust; He
will not forget your work
and the love you have
shown Him as you have
helped His people and
continue to help them.”
Hebrews 6:10
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Elena and Alexander Valentin

Carolyn was born in New Orleans and grew up at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church. In 1997, her
family moved to Tampa, Florida. Alex was born in Brooklyn, New York, but lived most of his life in
Tampa, Florida. Alex and Carolyn met in 1999 when they were juniors in high school. In 2000, Carolyn
decided to head to Gainesville, where she pursued a Master’s degree in Elementary Education at the
University of Florida. Alex stayed in Tampa at the University of South Florida, where he later received a
degree in Economics.
In 2006, Alex and Carolyn were married in Sarasota, Florida. That same year Carolyn began her
teaching career in 2nd grade and Alex worked as a computer network administrator, while still attending
school in pursuit of his degree. Six years later, Alex and Carolyn were blessed with their beautiful
daughter, Elena. Elena loves to read books, dance, and play with her cousins and her baby brother. In
2013, Carolyn and Alex decided to make the move to Louisiana to be closer to Carolyn’s family.
Alexander was born last year and will be celebrating his first birthday on November 1 st. He enjoys
laughing at his sister, crawling all over the place, and pulling himself up on anything that he can. He will
be taking off in no time!
Carolyn is a 2nd grade teacher at Magnolia Trace Elementary. She enjoys watching Elena and Alexander
grow and learn more each day, and reading or painting if she ever has time!
Alex is a Data Analyst at the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. In his free time, he enjoys reading the Bible
and spending time with his family.
Carolyn and Alex love living in Madisonville and are happy to have found CPC to call their home!

. . . for the week of:
October 1:
October 8:
October 15:
October 22:
October 29:

Ex. 17:1-7; Ps. 78:1-4, 12-16; Phil. 2:1-13; Matt. 21:23-32
Ex. 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Ps. 19; Phil 3:4b-14; Matt. 21:33-46
Ex. 32:1-4; Ps. 106:1-6, 19-23; Phil. 4:1-9; Matt. 22:1-14
Ex. 33:12-23; Ps. 99; 1 Thess. 1:1-10; Matt. 22:15-22
Deut. 34:1-12; Ps. 90:1-6, 13-17; 1 Thess. 2:1-8; Matt. 22:34-46

...but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now
and to the day of eternity. 2 Peter 3:18

for October
October 1:
October 8:
October 15:
October 22:
October 29:
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“Can the Whole World Be Wrong?”
“Cornerstone of Our World!”
Guest Preacher
“More Than Enough”
“500 Years and 2 Commandments”

Matthew 21:23-32 - Exodus 17:1-7
Matthew 21:33-46 - Exodus 20:1-20
Rev. Daniel Vanek - PCM/SLU
Matthew 22:15-22 - Exodus 33:12-23
Reformation Sunday
Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans

The monthly Circle Meetings meet on the 2nd Tuesday each month, October 10, with a study of Hebr ews.
The study, A Cloud of Witnesses, is open to any woman, member or visitor. There are two circles and both
are using the same book; the morning circle, also known as the Mary Martha Circle, meets at the home of
Puddin Hawkins on 231 S. Orchard at 9:30 A.M. The Night Circle is led by moderator, Dianne Kaack, and
meets at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall to enjoy a light supper before the study begins. Great fellowship,
great Bible study, and there is always food! If you are interested, please contact Dianne Kaack (796-8282).
LADIES BREAKFAST: Ladies, please mar k your calendar for November 4th at 10AM and come to the Ladies Breakfast
at the home of Ursule Panek. Her address is 13247 Riverlake Dr., Covington 70435. Gate Code is 082. There is always
delicious breakfast food and wonderful fellowship. Come, enjoy! .
BOOMER SMALL GROUP:
The Boomer Small Group meets on
October 1, 15th and 29th at CPC
following the worship service.

PRIME TIMERS:
There will be a picnic for the Prime Timers starting at
1PM on Saturday, October 28th at Della Pierce’s home.
There will be a $10 fee for lunch which will be
provided. Please RSVP to Helen Camp or Diane Cole.

SEMI-ANNUAL NEWBORN BAKE SALE: The PW Council is sponsor ing their semi-annual
newborn bake sale on Sunday, October 1. If you would like to participate, please bring something
baked that morning. The sale will take place at the front of the church. If it is raining, it will take
place in the Fellowship Hall. The sales are for the newborns of CPC.
LUNCH AFTER CHURCH: A group of mostly Senior citizens goes out to lunch (Dutch treat) right after church
most Sundays. Seniors or anyone looking forward to becoming a Senior Citizen is welcome to eat with the group
any Sunday.. Please check your worship bulletin to see where the group will be eating out that particular day.
VOLUNTEER NEEDED: A volunteer is a needed for funer al coor dination. Rachel Koger , who did a gr eat
job of handling this, is moving to North Carolina so we will need a replacement. Please contact the church office
or Terri Demers if you are interested in helping with either of these two responsibilities.
ELDER AND DEACON NOMINATIONS: The Nominating Committee would appr eciate your
prayers as they review the slate of nominees for elder and deacon 2020. Thank you.
NOTICE: Some time ago Ur sule Panek loaned a book about a dog, “Mar ley & Me” by J osh Gr ogan dur ing the time
we had the coffee room in the Fellowship Hall. Ursule would like to get the book back. Her phone number is 809-9945.
Thank you.
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Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud
HYMN OF THE MONTH

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD
This hymn was written and composed by Martin Luther. The exact date cannot be fixed. Because of his musical
abilities, it is reasonable to assume that Luther did indeed write his own tune for this text. It is believed that the hymn
was written for the Diet of Spires in 1529 when the term protestant” was first used. The text is based on Psalm 46 and the
hymn has become the rally cry of the Reformation. A Mighty Fortress is Our God has been written into more than 50
languages. He is composer/lyricist of four additional hymns in our hymnal (#102, #111, #237, and #424).
On October 31, 1517, is perhaps the most important day in Protestant history. This was the day that Martin
Luther, an Augustinian monk and professor of theology, posted on the doors of the Cathedral of Wittenberg his 95 theses
(complaints) against the teachings and practices of the medieval Roman Church. With this event, the 16 th Protestant
Reformation was formally born. The Protestant Reformation movement was built on three main tenets:
The re-establishment of the Scriptures.
Clarifying the means of salvation.
The restoration of congregational singing
This year, 2017, marks the 500th anniversary of one of the most important events in western civilization and the
birth of this idea continues to shape the life of Americans today. Martin Luther had no army. He preached nonviolence.
Luther studied the Bible as a professor and found new understanding and interpretation of God’s grace. The
understanding was radically different from the existing teachings of the church.
Charles V, the Holy Roman Emperor, summoned Luther at the Diet of Worms in 1521. The following is Luther’s
speech:
“Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Holy Scriptures or by evident reason - for I can believe neither
pope nor councils alone, as it is clear that they have erred repeatedly and contradicted themselves. I consider myself
convicted by the testimony of Holy Scriptures, which is my basis; my conscience is captive to the word of God. Thus I
cannot and will not recant, because acting against one’s conscience is neither safe nor sound. God help me. Amen”

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing.
Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe.
His craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not his equal.

6

Covington Presbyterian Church will celebrate “The Kirkin’ o’
The Tartans” during the worship service on October 29th at
10:30AM. It is a favorite service of many members and will
include bagpipers and a processional of the tartans.
The Affirmation of Faith is a condensed version of a part of
the Scots Confession. The hymns used are from the Scottish
Psalter. “Kirkin’ o’ The Tartans” means “Churching of the
Tartans,” or “Blessing of the Tartans” which really makes the
most sense if understood as a celebration and thanksgiving for
our heritage of faith and blessing of “clans,” or families of the
church.

If you have a clan name, please let the office know so it can
be announced during the service. If you don’t know your
clean name there is a website where you can find it: http://
houseoftartan.co.uk/scottish/searchsurname.asp.

Join us!

Saturday, November 4, 10AM
Home of Ursule Panek
13247 Riverlake Dr.,

Covington, lA 70435
Gate Code 082
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Pictured L-R
Dr. Wallace Carr
pronouncing the charge
to dad, Rev. Jeff Sims, 8
Caelyn (sister), mom Erin
Sims holding Collin, with
big sister Addison and Elder
Sponsor, Chuck Morton.
Autumn Young (not pictured)
was also a sponsor.

The
Baptism
of
Collin
Lane
Sims.

On Sunday,
September 24, 2017
Collin Lane Sims
was baptized at
Covington
Presbyterian Church.
Chuck Morton (left)
was his sponsor and
(right) proud father,
Rev. Sims
introducing Collin to
his church family.



The Kindness Rock Project
The Art of Connection
The Youth and Children have been painting rocks
to place around our community to spread joy and
put a smile on the recipient’s face. Keep an eye out
for our rocks! If you would like to learn more
about this project, visit
www.thekindnessrockproject.com
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Many, many thanks to all for your consistent contributions to The Food Bank. In
August, CPC donated the equivalent of 791 pounds of food to The Food Bank (184
pounds in actual food donations; member cash donations of $580; and, a cash donation
from the youth of $27.00). From January to August CPC has donated the equivalent of
5,774 pounds of food, so we only have 1,226 pounds to go to meet our goal of 7,000
pounds in 2017. We need to average over 300 pounds in food and cash donations each
month for the remainder of the year to meet our 7000 pound goal.
PLEASE
remember that EVERY SUNDAY IS FOOD BANK SUNDAY and don’t forget to
bring your food donations with you each week. If you prefer to make a monetary
donation, just drop your check made payable to CPC in the offering plate with “Food
Bank” designated on the memo line. Each dollar you donate is equal to one pound of
food.
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY - ST. TAMMANY WEST:
A note from Habitat:
Dear CPC,
Great things happen because people with vision and passion make them happen. Your church’s
passion for the Habitat mission directly impacts local, low income families pursuing their dreams of
homeownership. Your donation is being invested into furthering the construction of ten new homes that
will be built in west St. Tammany Parish this fiscal year.
Thank you so much for your donation in the amount of $600.00, to Habitat for Humanity STW.
When one family breaks the vicious cycle of poverty, the entire community wins.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Messina, Development Director

STAIR:
STAIR, Start the Adventure in Reading, began it's fifth year at Covington Elementary School on
Monday, September 25. The new Site Manager is Laura Norsworthy, a former teacher and principal in
the St. Tammany Parish School system. Laura is well-known to many in the congregation for her work
in the schools and also as her husband, Sam, is Betty Badeaux's nephew!
Among this year's active tutors are several members of CPC: Diane Kaack, Joe Tosterud,
Melinda Ball, Teri Demers and Susan Samson. If you would like more information about STAIR
contact Melinda Ball - 910/297-7290 or the STAIR office - 504/899-0820.
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We offer several small group ministries each week and month:

Sunday Morning:
9:15 am - Connections Class in the Ria Warner Classroom - A gr oup dedicated to r eading the “Upper Room”
devotional series each week.
9:15 am - ADULT BIBLE STUDY: The Bible Study gr oup that meets in the chur ch office at 9:15 is a study
which is “Discussion of the Lectionary Passage for the Current Sunday”. The lectionary passage can be found at
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/ or in the “Lamplighter.” Please read the passage and join your Church friends
to get insight in the passages selected for the day’s sermon.
9:15 am - Fellowship Class in the Fellowship Hall - A gr oup dedicated to pr ayer , community, and intr iguing
discussion. Curriculum varies. The current Bible study is from the book titled “The Story, The Bible as One
Continuous Story of God and His People.” Class members will rotate leading the weekly sessions. This will be an
ongoing Bible study for many weeks and all adults are invited to join us.

Wednesday Morning:
10 am - Wednesday morning Bible study gr oup that joins together ever y week to discuss
various topics. A new study will begin in October: “A Case For Faith” by Lee Strobel.
Every other week :
Boomers Group - A group of mostly Baby Boomers who delve into various book studies. Look in the newsletter or
church bulletin for more details.
Twice Monthly:
Pastors’ Bible Study: An over view of the Bible led by Rev. Zac Ritchie and Rev. J eff Sims. Meetings
alternate:
Every 2nd Friday: Meet at Madisonville Presbyterian Church (This month meeting will be October 13th.)
Every 4th Thursday: Meet at Covington Presbyterian Church, October 26. Bring a sack lunch with you and join in!
Monthly:
Presbyterian Women Mary Martha Circle - The second Tuesday of the month at 9:30 am at the
home of Puddin Hawkins.
Presbyterian Women Night Circle - The second Tuesday of the month at 5:30pm in the Fellowship
Hall.
Seniors’ Group (“Prime Timers”) - A mostly social gather ing of Senior Adults who gather for
fellowship and prayer.
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@

Sun

Mon

1
9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Coffee Hour
11:30 Boomers Group*
Bake Sale for Newborns

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

6

7

5-8pm Scouts*

12:30 Kiwanis
Board Mtg.*
7pm Kiwanis*

Richard Voyles

8

15

10

11
10amAdult
Bible Study*
5:30 Choir

12:20pm
Pastors’ Bible
Study
Madisonville
Presby.

Wallace Carr

Tina McCarthy
Lydia Knecht

Dalton Lambert

16

17

18

7:30am Kiwanis*

10amAdult
Bible Study*
5:30 Choir

23

24

9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Coffee Hour

29

12

19

13

20

Linda Fitch

14
8:30am

Grant Voyles

21
8:30am

Garland
Anderson

Ruth Bienvenu

Shirlann Finch

Zac Ritchie

7:30am Kiwanis*
9:30 Mary/
Martha Circle
5:30pm Night
Circle*
Steele
Mumphrey

9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Coffee Hour
11:30 Boomers Group*

22

5:30-8pm
Scouts*

9

9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Coffee Hour
Lori Edwards

8:30am
10amAdult
Bible Study*
5:30 Choir

25

7:30am Kiwanis*
6pm Session
6-8pm Scouts*
4:30-8:30pm
Scouts*

Jennifer Case

30

31

10amAdult
Bible Study*
5:30 Choir

26
12:30pm
Pastors’
Bible Study
CPC*

27

28
8:30am

Katie Anderson
Chuck Morton
Rick Spell

9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
10:30 Kirkin Worship Svc
11:30 Coffee Hour
11:30 Boomers Group*
4:00 Trunk or Treat

Each month we print out birthdays so that if friends would like to remember your birthday, it is available. We don’t want to leave any
one out, so if we do not have your birthday, please let the office know - (secretary@covpresby.org) or 892-4821.
*Fellowship Hall

Communion

Birthday - Candle

Food Bank Sunday
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Covington Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 819
Covington, LA 70434

