
 

 

      
 
 
 
 
 
           
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You! 

 

In recent weeks, I've had to share the news that my family and I will be moving. It was a difficult decision and our 

hearts break when we think of leaving this church, community, and family. However, we know that all have made us 

better people and we hopefully have had some part of making each better, as well.  Each person with whom I was able 

to converse about this decision has been extremely gracious and understanding. I thank you for that. I wanted to spend 

this letter saying thank you a little more. 

 

Thank you to the children of the church who have taught me more than I could have taught you. Your laughter, honesty, 

and bravery pushed me to think on my feet and I knew my own children would have good peers and examples. Thank 

you to the youth of the church who all trusted me to be the pastor and the youth pastor for two years. You all were 

willing to go places both physically and spiritually that you had never been and I thank you for that. To the "Property 

Brothers," thank you for the work you do. It is never appreciated enough and you never have enough help, but I thank 

you for doing what you do and what you can and for not giving me a hard time for not being there. To the Presbyterian 

women, thank you for countless Bibles, prayers, support, receptions, acceptance, a baby shower, and a fridge :). Thank 

you to the Old Codgers for keeping me on my toes and for the increased encouragement over the years. Thank you to 

"the boyfriends" for meeting me where I am over dinner, drinks, and coffee. Thank you for being friends to me. Thank 

you to the "girls' night" clan who gave Tracy an excuse to get away from me. She needed it. Thank you to the choir for 

enlightening the soul and filling the sanctuary with sound. Thank you to the Session for being colleagues and fellow 

Presbyters and for taking chances with me. Thank you to the deacons for loving and being there when I couldn't be. 

Thank you, Delitha Lane, for being the Clerk of Session that every pastor needs. Thank you, Betty Badeaux for racing 

me to say hello to new and returning people and for making sure to know who we should pray for and for making sure 

we have liturgists. Thank you to the nursery workers for adapting from 1-2 children to 15 or more.   

 

Thank you to the PNC who took a chance on me and who are proud of their decision. Thank you to the Sunday school 

classes and Bible studies and teachers for educating the masses.  Thank you to VBS and children volunteers who teach 

our young folks about Jesus. 

 

Thank you thank you thank you to the church staff who has put up with my quirkiness, weird ideas, last minute changes, 

mood swings, complaints, staff turnover, phone calls, emails, lost receipts, last minute articles, and being my friends.  

And lastly, thank you, personally for being my friend. I mean it. You won't be forgotten.  We are moving but we aren't 

leaving your lives.  

God be with you,   

Rob 
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Hank Abel (recovery)    

Family of Jim Badeaux (loss) 

Helen Camp (recovery)                                            

Wallace & Ruth Carr (health) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Matt Cole (recovery) 

Cab Fielding (health) 

Mark Finch (recovery surgery) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Flood Victims 

Ghana Prison Ministry                              

Michelle Gremillion (heart)              

Katie Landry (health)                           

Scott Lane (recovery) 

Linda McLean (health)                     

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health)  

Kent & Diane Meyer (recovery)   

Bella Meyer (brain tumors)           

Military and their families 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership                    

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens  

Grant Voyles (recovery-health)  

Linda Voyles (health)                               

Julie Walsdorf (health)                   

The White family 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

Missions:   
Habitat for Humanity                         

Family Promise                                  

 

Covington Presbyterian Church,  

P O Box 819                                                                 

Covington, LA  70434 If you have a prayer request, contact Betty Badeaux: 

email: jamesbadeaux@aol.com     

Phone:  892-6247 

STAIR 

Northshore Food Bank 

  

 Month of April 

Pledges & Gifts for the month of 

March totaled $14,798.   For the 

year-to-date thru March, Pledges 

& Gifts of $138,709 are under 

budget by $11,780. 

         

Full financial statements are 

available in the church office. 

  

Thank you for your support of 

Covington Presbyterian Church. 

                                                               

Clara Rutland, Bookkeeper 

 
Ladies, come join your voices on 

Fathers Day (June 18) to sing familiar 

hymns.  Come to the choir room at 

10:00 a.m. on June 18th for  a short 

rehearsal. 

 

June 4, 2017 is “DAY OF PENTECOST” and you 

will have an opportunity to give to The Pentecost 

Offering during the worship service.  The Pentecost 

Offering is devoted to nurturing and guiding young 

people as they lay the foundation for their futures - 

providing opportunities to deepen their faith, find the 

joy in serving others, and seek God’s will for their 

lives.  Please share gladly if you would like to 

participate in this offering.  Thank you. 



...but grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.                                                                                                     
To Him be the glory, both now and to 

the day of eternity.   
2 Peter 3:18 

For the month of June, Rev. Rob White                

will be preaching some of his favorite 

messages from the last four years. 

 

. . . for the week of: 
June 4  Acts 2:1-21; Ps. 104:24-34; 1 Cor. 12-13; John 20:19-23 

June 11 Gen. 1:1-2:4; Ps. 8; 2 Cor. 13:11-13; Matt. 28:16-20 

June 18 Gen. 18:1-15; Ps. 116:1-2, 12-19; Rom. 5:1-8; Matt. 9:35-10:8 

June 25 Gen. 21:8; Ps. 86:1010; 16-17; Rom. 6:1b-11; Matt. 10:24-39 

PASTORS’ BIBLE STUDY:   

There will be no classes in the month of June.  

Please watch for upcoming announcements 

regarding the possibility of it resuming in the 

future. 

A NOTE OF THANKS:                                                                  
“Please accept our sincere thanks for such an outpouring of 
prayerful support and the abundance of food offerings from our 
church family following the death of our beloved Jim.  God’s 
peace to all.”   

Betty Badeaux and children,                                                        
Elizabeth Myers and Rev. Jim Badeaux. 

June Sermons Note 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING:  On June 11, 2017, after  the 

worship service, the Session has called a Congregational Meeting to 

dissolve the Terms of Call for Rev. Rob White and to elect a Pastor 

Nominating Committee.  Chuck Morton is the chairman of the “standing 

nominating committee” for anyone wanting to recommend people for the 

PNC.  Rev. White has accepted a call to First Presbyterian Church, 

Hernando.  All CPC members are encouraged to attend this meeting 

ASSISTANT NEEDED:  Once a month, Betty and J im Badeaux have faithfully helped fold and mail the 

newsletters and even the bulletins during busy times.  This help has been very much appreciated.  Since Jim’s passing, 

Betty has asked if anyone would like to assist her each month.  All it involves is coming to the office on the last 

Thursday afternoon of the month, (usually about 3PM) and helping fold, label and stamp about 50 newsletters and on 

occasion, help fold bulletins.  If you would like to help, please contact Betty Badeaux at jamesbadeaux@aol.com or let 

the office know. 

Happy Father’s Day to all the Fathers and Father  figures of Covington Presbyter ian Church.                                                      

You are a blessing to our church family! 
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The “Crafty Critters” have begun meeting again.  If you are interested in 

joining, please stay after church on the fourth Sunday of each month.  We 

will meet in the Fellowship Hall.  Bring a sandwich or snack and any craft 

you desire.  If you just want to visit, that is good, too.  If you want to learn a 

craft, we will help you.  We hope to see you at our meeting on  June 25th. 

       On  Wednesday, June 

21st at 6pm in the 

Fellowship Hall, CPC will 

have “Bingo Night” along 

with the Wednesday Night 

Meal. 
 This will be a great 

family night with good food 

and fun, fun, fun!  Please join 

us.  Meals are $5 per person 

or $10 for the entire family. 

YOU ARE INVITED: 

 

 Please join us after the worship 

service,  June 25th, in the Fellowship 

Hall.  July 2 will be Rev. White’s last 

time leading the worship service.  

 This event will be an 

opportunity to show appreciation  and 

say farewell to the White family for a 

job well done. 

 Please bring a main dish and a 

side or dessert to share.   

For the White family. 

CE MEETING: 

  There will be a Christian Education Meeting after 

church on June 4th in the old library room in the 

Education Building. 
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It is with regret that we learned that Rev Rob White would be dissolving his 

“Terms of Call” with Covington Presbyterian Church to become pastor of First 

Presbyterian Church in Hernando, Mississippi. At the same time though, we are 

very happy for Rob and his family to move to the place he spent his first 6 years 

of life and we wish them the best of everything. We thank him for all the good 

things that he has accomplished and have happened under his leadership during 

the last 4 1/2 years. We will be having a covered dish lunch following the 

worship service on June 25. Please mark your calendar and plan to be there to 

celebrate them with us. 

 

We also have a “Called Congregational Meeting for the purpose of dissolving 

Rev. White’s Terms of Call and to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee” on 

Sunday, June 11 following worship. Chuck Mor ton is chairman of the CPC 

Nominating Committee if you have recommendations for the committee. 

 

CPC is a growing, vital church and your Session is committed to keeping our 

spirit and momentum moving forward while we search for our next Pastor. We 

have asked and received permission from the Presbytery to begin our search and 

are moving ahead with all due diligence. Although the process for calling a 

Pastor can be lengthy, we promise to keep you informed and updated on our 

progress throughout the process.  

 

We are certainly hopeful that we can have our new Pastor in place in less than a 

year, but it could be longer. During this period of transition we ask everyone to 

step up, stay involved, and serve our church life in some capacity. Now is the 

time when we as a church family must pull together. 

 

Please be in prayer for our PNC as they discern God’s will for this church. We 

must continue to support each other and our church to ensure that Covington 

Presbyterian continues to grow and prosper. 



HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR VBS YET?
    
 

“Maker Fun Factory” VBS 
takes place from June 12-15th 
starting at 5PM with a family 
dinner then proceeding with the 
program from 5:30-7:30PM.  To 
register your child online, please 
go to:                                   
vbspro.events/p/cpcvbs2017. 

VBS REQUEST:    
Calling all VBS volunteers, we need your 

help to make this our best year yet!  We have 

both behind the scenes and in the action spots 

to fill.  If you would like to help, please 

contact Erin @501-626-8682.  There will be a  

meeting on June 4th at 4PM in the Fellowship 

Hall.  All volunteers are encouraged to attend 

this important meeting to review  preparations 

for VBS June 12-15th. 

http://clipartall.com/clipart/6296-vbs-clipart.html


A Recap of Rev. Rob White’s Years at CPC beginning with his Installation on January 27, 

2013(above) and continuing with various aspects of ministry, pictured below.  Not pictured 

are hospital and home visits, weddings, funerals, more baptisms, counseling, community 

projects and much more.  See the next page for pictures of his silly side.. 

(Center)  

Tracy White 

with Rev. 

White  

baptizing 

their  

daughter, 

Adalyn.    

On either 

side of this 

photo is  

Rob with 

Liam (left) 

and Adalyn 

(right). 

Rev. 

White 

had a 

heart  

for the 

Food 

Bank 

and 

volun-

teered 

there 

every 

week. 

Rev. 

White 

has a 

heart  

for  

children, 

starting 

with his 

own,   

pictured 

right, at 

Easter.  

Pictured   

center, 

Cross 

Country  

&  

First 

Look 

Rev. White reading to Miles Johnston           Leading the church in cheering Grant Voyles on                          Liam White had a special fondness 

In the Ria Warnerr Library.              by wearing  “Grant Strong” bracelets.                                   for Santa Claus, aka Wyman Rutland.  
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David and Midge Henry moved to the Christwood Retirement Community in Covington in September 2014 after living 

in Annapolis, Maryland, for almost 25 years.  They have a blended family of 5 children, 6 grandchildren, and 3 great-

grandchildren. 

 

David was born in New York City then moved to Waverly Ohio when he was ten.  After spending his Junior Year 

Abroad at the American University of Beirut and the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, he graduated from Ohio 

Wesleyan  University. David received his Master of Divinity and Master of Arts degrees from the Hartford Seminary 

Foundation in 1972.  On June 11, 1972, David was ordained into the ministry of the United Church of Christ.  

 

During his 45 years in the ministry, David served churches in Connecticut, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 

Massachusetts and Maryland.  In Annapolis he retired from parish ministry, but continued his ministry as part time 

Chaplain at the Ginger Cove Retirement Community where he preached Sunday services, and led  Bible Studies and 

discussion groups. He also served as Chaplain to the Anne Arundel County and Maryland Police Departments.    

 

Since moving to Covington, David is preaching when invited as supply pastor at various Presbyterian churches in the 

area and is also a chaplain to the Louisiana State Police. He leads a Bible Study group at Christwood.  David is also 

involved in various music activities, playing the violin with the Southeastern University Chamber Orchestra and the 

NorthShore String Chamber Orchestra and the fiddle with the New Orleans Strathspey and Reel Society;  David also 

sings with NPAS (Northshore Performing Arts Society), as well as the CPC choir and Christwood Singers. 

 

Midge was born in New Orleans, graduated from Fortier High School, attended Newcomb College for two years.   Then 

many years later, as a single working mother, graduated from UNO with a degree in Accounting and became a Certified 

Public Accountant.   Her professional  career was in the banking industry.  While attending UNO, she worked for First 

Metropolitan Bank in Metairie at various positions, including branch manager and lending officer.  When FMB was 

purchased by Hibernia, Midge transferred as a CPA in the Hibernia Accounting Department.   

 

When  Midge was teaching a business planning course at UNO, she met David who was in New Orleans as a Navy 

Reserve Chaplain.  After a few years of a long-distance relationship,  Midge moved to Annapolis  to marry David at the 

church where he was pastor.  Beginning her ‘career’ as a ‘clergy-spouse’, Midge continued her business profession at 

Annapolis Bank & Trust.  At AB&T she managed the Loan Operations Department for several years. Later she became 

the Compliance Officer and the Financial Officer for AB&T. 

 

Midge keeps busy with many Christwood activities including water aerobics, playing cards and SCRABBLE, Bible 

Study, a little gardening and ‘keeping track of David”.  For two years, Midge and David co-chaired the annual memorial 

service for Christwood residents, revising and expanding this annual service.  Making the decision to move from 

Annapolis for their retirement, David and Midge knew it was important to be close to family.   Two of their married 

children and 3 grandsons live in Mandeville and Covington.   The other three children are scattered; living in Florida, 

Maryland, and Washington state.  Grandchildren and great-grandchildren live in Rhode Island and Florida. To bring the 

“New Orleans girl” back to her roots and to be close to two families, Midge and David moved to Covington.  While still 

making the transition to living at Christwood and in the South, David and Midge are enjoying meeting new people and 

making friends at Covington Presbyterian Church and Christwood. 

 

 

 

 



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
    HYMN OF THE MONTH 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AS THE WIND 
 

 The music of this hymn was composed by Swee Hong Lim from Singapore. She mailed 

the usic to Shirley Erena Murray in New Zealand with no instructions as to the text. Her 

reaction to the music lead her to write about Jesus’s conversation with Nicodemus (John 3:8) 

The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes 
from  or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.  On the day of Pentecost the 

disciples were all together and suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from 

heaven and they were filled.  Just as Jesus taught in parables she illustrates in a number of  

phrases, “as the wind song through the trees,” “as the stirring of the breeze” that describe the 

spirit. After each, she finishes with the phrase “so it is with the Spirit of God.”  
 

As the wind song through the trees, 
as the stirring of the breeze,  

so it is with the Spirit of God,  
as the heart made strangely warm, 

as the voice within the storm, 
so it is with the Spirit of God. 

Never seen, ever known 
where this wind has blown  

bringing life, bringing power to the world. 
as the dancing tongues of fire,  
as the soul’s most deep desire, 
so it is with the Spirit of God. 

 
 

 

 

By Swee Hong Lim 
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SUMMER STOCK - MOST NEEDED ITEMS 

For more information, go to covingtonfoodbank.org.                                                         

Protein     Snacks 

-Nuts (Individual Bags)             

-Crackers 

-Trail Mix 

-Granola Bars 

-Fig Newtons 

-Cereal Bars 

-Goldfish Crackers 

-Pretzels 

-Lance Crackers (With Filling) 

 

 

 In anticipation of children being out of school 
this summer, The Food Bank has requested some of the 
following food items for their “summer stock” 
program:  fruit cups, dried fruit pouches, fruit jello 
cups, fruit juice boxes, fruit roll-ups, crackers, trail mix, 
granola bars, cereal bars, peanut butter, nuts, 
etc.   Please see the complete list of requested food 
items listed (right).  
     Please remember that EVERY SUNDAY IS FOOD 
BANK SUNDAY, and don’t forget to br ing your  
food donations with you each week.  If you prefer to 
make a monetary donation, just drop your check made 
payable to CPC in the offering plate with “Food Bank” 
designated on the memo line. Each dollar you donate is 
equal to one pound of food.     

STAIR (Star t The Adventure In Reading) completed its 

fourth year at Covington Elementary School on May 15 with 

a classroom celebration which included STAIR students and 

tutors, teachers, and family members.  Each of the eight 

second graders in the program presented thank-you 

certificates to family members who made their participation 

in the program possible by, among other things, arranging to 

pick them up at the school at 5:00 p.m. every Monday and 

Wednesday.  Each student’s originally composed message to 

next year’s STAIR students was read aloud, with the 

messages bound in a binder to be read to the fall STAIR 

students.  Everyone enjoyed refreshments selected in advance 

by the students.  Packets taken home by each student included 

their own class work and a new illustrated dictionary, the 

same edition used during the year for lessons in how to use a 

dictionary.   

-Tuna or Canned Chicken                                                                         

(Single Serving Cans) 

-Beef Jerky 

-Peanut Butter                                 

 Pictured at the end of year party with STAIR Site Director 

Donna Howland are (from left) STAIR students Destiny, Celia, 

Delaney, C.J., Jackson, Braeshun, Jaylah, and Valen.   

 After several years as a Site Director with STAIR on the 

South Shore and four years at Covington Elementary, Donna 

Howland is stepping down from that position. The position has not 

been filled.  Anyone  interested in more details about the Site 

Director’s duties should contact CPC member Dick Hastings at                  

985 237-4335.   

STAIR tutors volunteer their time from 3:00-5:00 pm one or two afternoons a week.  Pictured at the party are (above, front row, from 

left, with CPC members in bold) Patty Jeffries, Melinda Ball, Site Director Donna Howland, Barbara Ryan, and Claudia Bergsma; (back 

row) Eileen Crane, Susan Jones, Carol Lapari, Dianne Kaack, Cindy Manger, Charles Goodwin, Dick Hastings, Dee Jacobson,                       

Joe Tosterud, and John Howland.  Katie Landry tutored also. (Photos by tutor  Dee Jacobson.)   



 

 

Classes offered 

for the Adults 

We offer several small group ministries each week and month:                                                                 

Sunday Morning 
9:15 am - Connections Class in the Ria Warner Classroom - A group dedicated to reading the 
“Upper Room” devotional series each week.                                                       

9:15 am - Fellowship Class in the Fellowship Hall - A group dedicated to prayer, community, and 
intriguing discussion. Curriculum varies.                                                                             

9:15 am -  “Making Sense of the Bible” takes place Sundays at 9:15 in the church office.  Have you 
wondered if Adam and Eve were real people; why God was so violent in the Old Testament; why Paul 
commanded women to be silent in church: how God views homosexuals or if the Book of Revelation is a 
guide to the end of time?  If so, come meet in a small group environment and discuss these and any other 
questions you have about the Bible.  Bob Panek will moderate but all will be given opportunity to set the 
direction of the class.   

Wednesday Morning                                                                                                                 
10 am - Wednesday morning Bible study group that joins together every week to discuss 
various topics.  NEW:  During the summer the class will meet at the usual time to have a 
devotional and then they will go together to visit folks who are home bound.                                                                                                                                        

Every other week                                                                                                  
Boomers Group - A group of mostly Baby Boomers who delve into various book studies. Look in the 

newsletter or church bulletin for more details. 

Pastors’ Bible Study:  Pastors’ Bible study will not meet during June. 

 

Monthly                                                                                                               
Presbyterian Women Mary Martha Circle -  The second Tuesday of the month at 9:30 am at the 
home of Puddin Hawkins. 

Presbyterian Women Night Circle - The second Tuesday of the month at 5:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Seniors’ Group (“Prime Timers”) - A mostly social gathering of Senior Adults who gather for 
fellowship and prayer.  Contact the church office for a schedule of events. 

Young Adults - The “Young adults” (Those in their 20’s, 30’s, 40’s) gather together monthly for 
guys’ nights, ladies’ nights, and family nights. To be included in the email invitations, please let 
Pastor Rob know. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
8:30am 

 

4 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class                                   
10:30 Worship Service 
11:30 CE Meeting-  
           Old Library                                
4PM VBS Volunteer Mtg.*  
                    

5 6 7 
10amAdult  

Bible Study*              
5:30 Choir 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clark 
Lambert 

9 10 
8:30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class                                   
10:30 Worship Service                     
11:30  Coffee Hour  
11:30  Congregational Mtg     

12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miles 
Johnston 

13 14 15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennie 
Fonseca 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tobie 
Williams 

17 
8:30am 

18 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class                                   
10:30 Worship Service                     
11:30  Coffee Hour     
FATHERS DAY  

19 20 21 
10amAdult  

Bible Study*              
5:30 Choir 

 
BINGO NIGHT & 

MEAL 

22 
 
 
 
 

Bobbie 
Abel 

23 24 
8:30am 

 
 
 
 

Levi 
Ritchie 

25 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class                                   
10:30 Worship Service                     
11:30  Coffee Hour   
11:30 Farewell Potluck for 
the Whites - F.H.    

26 27 28 29 30 

 
 
 
 

Donna  
Crowe 

Nathan Edwards 

 

MAKER FUN FACTORY 

VBS 

 

5:00 MEAL - FELLOWSHIP HALL 

5:30-7:30 PROGRAM 

@

Each month we print out birthdays so that if friends would like to remember your birthday, it is available.  We don’t want to leave any-
one out, so if we do not have your birthday, please let the office know - (secretary@covpresby.org) or 892-4821. 
 
*Fellowship Hall     Birthday         Food Bank Sunday 
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