In March, I was given the opportunity to join with 27 other pastors who have also been ordained in the last 5 years and
each of us were asked to get a balcony view of our lives. How is our health? How is our call? How are our finances? How is our
family life? How is our emotional health?
I walked away knowing a few things. First, I've got a great life and a great church (in my opinion, I had the best church
of all the other pastors). Secondly, my family is the most important aspect of my call as a pastor and I need to make sure they
know this. Lastly, I realized, if I was going to take a balcony view of my life, I needed to encourage you to do the same. Let me
explain.
Sometimes I wish our church had a balcony in the sanctuary. No, not because I think we need
more seating, but because of what happens in a church balcony. The church balcony was certainly the
place that I used to go as a youth to "hide out." It was certainly the place where I could imagine myself
swinging to and fro on the church chandeliers. However, it was the perspective from the balcony I
appreciate most, now that I look back.
From the balcony I could see the church organist pumping away. I could see the choir director
flipping pages and preparing for the next stanza. I could see mothers comforting children and fathers
holding wiggly ones still. From the balcony, I could see matriarchs and patriarchs close their eyes to
hear the wonders of Scripture once again and sing songs by heart never once looking at the hymnal. I
saw the pastor steady herself, say a prayer, and prepare to preach a sermon that would take everything
out of her.
A balcony view provides many views and perspectives that one would never consider. It is from the balcony where one
is able to take in the many joys, concerns, and nervousness that a congregation brings to a worship service. Often, we sit in pews
and miss that perspective of the rest of the church. Certainly, we may see the few people near us. However, a balcony view
provides perspectives that allow us to realize we aren't alone. Did you have a hard time getting out of the house on Sunday? You
weren't alone. Did you have a hard time sitting still during the sermon? You weren't alone. We need to be reminded we aren't
alone in worship, in living this Christian life, in dealing with the pains and joys of living.
Lent is a time of the year in which we should take a balcony view look at the rest of our lives. As Lent is a journey,
perhaps we should be encouraged to journey to take on a new perspective of our own lives. For the rest of Lent, I want to
encourage you to get outside of your normal comfort zone, pick up new habits, take on new responsibilities, and imagine
yourself looking at your life from a balcony view. What is your view? How are you living? How are you coping? What
stretches you? What holds you up?
Perhaps, like me, you will realize how blessed you are in certain places and how much you need to prioritize others. My
prayer as we travel from light to dark back to light again is that we all can see Christ in a new light, and in doing so, that we can
see ourselves in a new and fascinating way.
Amen.
Rev. Rob White

Covington Presbyterian Church,
P O Box 819
Covington, LA 70434
If you have a prayer request, contact Betty Badeaux:
email: jamesbadeaux@aol.com Phone: 892-6247
Hank Abel (recovery)
Wallace & Ruth Carr (health)
Jean Carriere (health)
Cyndi Christian (cancer)
Cab Fielding (health)
Dick & Linda Fitch (health)
Flood Victims
Ghana Prison Ministry
Michelle Gremillion (heart)
Family of Mary Ruth Hastings (loss)
Scott Lane (health)
Leadership of CPC
Julia Ledbetter (health)
Habitat for Humanity
Family Promise

Missions:

Linda McLean (health)
Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health)
Kent & Diane Meyer (recovery)
Bella Meyer (brain tumors)
Military and their families
Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center
Officers/Leadership
Valora Spencer (strength)
USA: Safety of our troops/citizens
Grant Voyles (recovery-surgery)
Linda Voyles (health)
Julie Walsdorf (health)
Family of Bobbe Willard (loss)
Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer)
STAIR
Northshore Food Bank

Month of February
Pledges & Gifts for the month of
February totaled $40,037.
For
the year-to-date thru February,
Pledges & Gifts of $107,931 are
under budget by $7,680.
Full financial statements are
available in the church office.
Thank you for your support of
Covington Presbyterian Church.
Clara Rutland, Bookkeeper

CIRCLE NEWS - ADDRESS CHANGE:
The Mary/Martha Circle’s meeting place has changed. Starting April 11 at 9:30 the
Circle meeting will be held at the residence of Puddin Hawkins, 231 S. Orchard Lane,
Covington.
The Circle wishes to thank Jean Carriere for the many years she has graciously
hosted in her home so faithfully and served as moderator.

LADIES SPRING GATHERING:
All ladies are invited to come to the PW Spring
Gathering Salad Lunch and Birthday Offering.
Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 6th at
1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please look for
more details to come as the date draws closer.
Please open your hearts to give as you are
blessed to the chosen projects for the 2017 Birthday
Offering: First-Hand Aid’s Rural Clinic Development
Initiative, which provides health care to people living in
rural communities in Cuba; Family Justice Center of
Georgetown and Horry Counties’ Safe Haven for
Victims of Domestic Violence (South Carolina), which
will provide shelter for victims of domestic violence;
and Paper for Water’s Navajo Water Project, which will
install water systems for households without running
water in New Mexico.

The Purpose of Presbyterian Women:
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered
by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves:
*to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study.
*to support the mission of the church worldwide.
*to work for justice and peace.
*to build an inclusive, caring community of women that
strengthens the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Children’s Director, Erin Johnston (left) and Michelle Broadrick, Youth Director, Michelle Broadrick, completed at 13 mile
run recently. 13 miles . . . that’s all! And they are even smiling after all that.

. . . for the week of:
April 2:
April 9:
April 16:
April 23:
April 30:

Ezek. 37:1-14; Ps. 130; Rom. 8:6-11; John 11:1-45
Matt. 21:1-11; Ps. 118:1-2, 19-29; Isa. 50:4-9a; Ps. 31:9-16; Phil 2:5-11;
Matt. 26:14-27; Matt. 27:11-54
Acts 10:34-43; Ps. 118:1-2, 14-24; Col. 3:1-4; John 20:1-18
Acts 2: 14a, 22-32; Ps. 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31
Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Ps. 116:1-4, 12-19; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35

April Sermon Schedule

April 2:
April 9:
April 13:
April 16:
April 23:
April 30:

“New Life” - Ezekiel 37:1-14
“Who is This?” - Matthew 21:1-11
Maundy Thursday - Tenebrae Service
“Rabbouni!” - Psalm 98, John 20:1-18
“Seeing and Believing” - John 20:19-31
“You Aren’t Alone” - Luke 24:13-35
...but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. 2 Peter 3:18

PASTORS’ BIBLE STUDY:
Rev. Rob White and Rev. Zac Ritchie are leading a Pastors’ Bible study
alternating in CPC’s Fellowship Hall and Madisonville Presbyterian Church.
It is a joint study for both Madisonville and Covington Presbyterian Churches.
The study is held every 2nd and 4th Friday at 12:30. Bring your lunch, leave
the office a few minutes early, and join us. We are doing a survey of the entire
Bible. We will talk about themes, characters, where it came from and what we
can learn. All are invited. The March studies are scheduled as follows:
April 7 @ 12:30pm - CPC’s Fellowship Hall
April 21 @ 12:30pm - Madisonville Presbyterian Church

On Easter Sunday a collection
will be received for Presbyterian Mission’s,
“One Great Hour of Sharing” special offering.
Join in God’s call to share our bread with the
hungry, to aid and shelter people overcoming
catastrophe and conflict, and to resource
communities working to cast off the bonds of
poverty and oppression.

Envelopes will be provided in the Easter
bulletin for those who want the opportunity
to donate.

OUR DAILY BREAD: The Apr il, May and J une edition of the devotional booklet
“Our Daily Bread” is now available on the table in the foyer of the church. These are free
and easy to read, having a large print, and a good resource for a daily devotion. Feel free to
pick up a copy any time.

THE WAY OF THE CROSS 2017:
This Lent Covington Presbyterian Church joins Christ Episcopal
Church to walk the stations of the cross in downtown Covington. There
are 14 stations, or events, depicted in the last days of the life of
Jesus. Each moment such as, his condemnation, when the cross is laid on
his back, his last breath, is accompanied by prayers and reflections in
order to draw you deeper into the wonder of Christ’s sacrificial
love. Booklets containing the prayers and a map are available in the
Narthex of Christ Church and Covington Presbyterian so you can walk the
stations any time. Guided walks with Anne Maxwell, Rob White, and
Blake Burns will be on Wednesday, April 5th at 6:00pm leaving from
Christ Episcopal Church. If you have any questions, please call Anne
Maxwell at 985-892-3177 or Rob White at 985-718-8677.
PALM SUNDAY:
Mark your calendars for April 9th, Palm Sunday. In celebration of
this wonderful day, the children will proceed waving palms as we all
sing and shout “Hosanna.”

Following the service we will have our annual Easter Egg Hunt on the
front lawn of the church. Directly following the Egg Hunt, you are
invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Easter Potluck lunch.
ON PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 9
JOIN US AFTER WORSHIP FOR:
Meet in the Fellowship Hall directly after
for the Potluck. Please bring a main dish,
a side and/or desert.

MAUNDY THURSDAY:
CPC will have a Tenebrae
Service on Thursday, April 13th
at 6 PM. This is a ver y
solemn, dramatic and moving
service. Communion will be

GOOD FRIDAY:
The church doors will
be open for anyone
that would like to
come and have a time

EASTER SUNDAY: Come and join us as we celebr ate the r esur r ection of our Lor d
Jesus Christ. We will have a worshipful service with communion. During the service we
will be collecting an offering for “One Great Hour of Sharing”. Join in God’s call to share
our bread with the hungry, to aid and shelter people overcoming catastrophe and conflict,
and to resource communities working to cast off the bonds of poverty and oppression.
Envelopes will be provided in the bulletin Easter morning.

THE FOOD BANK - “7,000 in 2017” – In Febr uar y, CPC donated the equivalent of 1,585 pounds of food
to The Food Bank - $770 from the Souper Bowl Sunday Cook-Off; $425 from CPC donations; and, 390 pounds
of canned goods the Girl Scouts collected on our behalf. For the “Reverse Lent” project, we have donated 651
pounds of food to date in March, see pictures below. We need to average close to 500 pounds in food and cash
donations each month to meet our goal, so please remember that EVERY SUNDAY IS FOOD BANK
SUNDAY, and don’t for get to br ing your food donations with you each week. If you prefer to make a
monetary donation, just drop your check made payable to CPC in the offering plate with “Food Bank” on the
memo line. Each dollar you donate is equal to one pound of food.

Conie Abernathy and Erin Johnston delivered a load of
cereal that was donated for the Reverse Lent Project

.

Linda Stewart and Erin Johnston continue to bring huge loads of
donated food to Northshore Food Bank. Thank you CPC!

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: Rever end Rob White and a guest
attended Habitat’s Community Partners Breakfast on March 9th.

Covington Presbyterian Church families mourn the loss of three of our dear members:
Shirley Louise Ruckert on March 6, 2017
Barbara Bobbe Willard on March 22, 2017
Mary Ruth Littleton Hastings on March 29, 2017.
As we remember them and celebrate their lives well lived, let us also remember to
pray for the families that are left behind for God, the Father of all comforts, to
comfort them and give them His peace.

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY: You have asked. We have listened. It is time for a new
pictorial directory. On April 7,8, & 9, photographers will be set up taking photos of you, your
family, or even you and your pet. Starting in March, members of the church will be asking you
to schedule a time for your photo session. Everyone who gets photographed gets a free 8x10, a
free directory, and a directory app. We look forward to seeing your smiling faces

WE’RE BACK!!
After being apart for a while the Craft Critters will start
meeting again. Please join us on the fourth Sunday of
each month. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall
immediately after the service. Bring a sandwich or snack
and any craft you desire. If you just want to visit, that is
good, too. If you want to learn a craft, we will help you.
We hope to see you at our meeting on April 23rd.

Sunday, April 2nd.

Youth meeting at church from 3-5pm. Movie or games,
depends on weather.
Saturday, April 15th. Youth meet at church to help unpack and set up Easter
Lilies for church. Time TBD
Sunday, April 30th
Youth meeting at church from 3-5pm. Movie or games,
depends on weather.

On March 26, 2017 joining Covington Presbyterian Church were:
Mur Kuhn by Reaffirmation of faith.
Carolyn Valentin by Transfer of letter from St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian
Church
Alex Valentin by Baptism on March 26, 2017.
Please take the time to get to know our new members and give them a warm
welcome.

3/5/17 “Temptation”
Artistic photo and message by
Rev. Rob White

3/12/17 “Where Does My Help Come
From?”
Artistic photo and message by
Rev. Rob White

3/19/17 “Meet Me At
the Well” - Message
by Rev. Jim Sims
Artistic photo by
Rachel Lambert

3/26/17 “God’s Thinking is Different than Ours” - Message
by Rev. Rob White and Artistic Photo by Rachel Lambert
2 lb. bags of rice were donated on this date and the message
was about going from darkness to light.

4/2/17 “New Life” Artwork and message by Rev. Rob White
"What would the bones have looked for first in such a valley as the
one spoken about in Ezekiel 37? New life.
This piece imagines that moment where death meets life."

On March 15, 2017 Ranger Diane Barth from U.S. Wildlife
and Fisheries Department, Lacombe gave a presentation
about alligators. She brought a one year old alligator with her
in a carrying cage. The students enjoyed a Question and
Answer session with Ranger Barth, questions like ‘what is the
difference between an alligator and a crocodile’ and many
other astute questions. The students really impressed the
adults with their good answers. The children wanted to dress
up like an alligator and they put theirs names in a hat in hopes
of being selected. Delaney’s name, the girl in the picture
(left), was drawn. One at a time, the Ranger talked about
different physical features of an alligator: for example, the
alligator’s skin is camouflaged so Delaney received a
camouflage shirt to wear. They learned that an alligator ‘s
legs do not propel the alligator, but rather guides it with its
web feet. After learning that, Delaney received flippers to
wear. Next the students learned about the alligator’s nostrils
which enable them to breathe under water. Delaney was
given a snorkel to represent that part of the alligator.

The Ranger took the alligator out of its cage, held it and let the
students stroke it one way, from head to toe. If it was stroked the
wrong way it would scare the alligator. Pictured is Jackson
touching the alligator. Other students visible behind Jackson are
Valen, Braeshon (Dick Hastings’ student), and tutor, Claudia.

Pictured above:
Dianne Kaack with alligator and Ranger Diane Barth.

Pictured center: Back Row: Chris Graham, Mark Finch, Kevin Finch
Front: Megan Finch Graham holding Olivia Graham, Shirlinn holding Eliza Graham, Caitlin

This month we are spotlighting Mark and Shirlann Finch:
Mark & Shirlann live in the Port Louis section of the Guste Island development on Lake Ponchartrain, moving
“down south” from Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania in 2012. Shirlann was raised in Slippery Rock where her grandfather
and father ran the town’s hardware store for many years. Mark moved into the Slippery Rock area from his home town of
Erie, Pennsylvania in the early 70s when his dad relocated the locomotive rebuild manufacturing plant for the General
Electric company. Mark met Shirlann at their (now) alma mater Slippery Rock High School and became high school
sweethearts. Upon graduation, they went on to Penn State where Mark majored in Nuclear Engineering and was accepted
into the Naval Nuclear Power ROTC program and Shirlann majored in Secondary Math Education. Shortly after
graduation in 1978, Mark was commissioned in the Navy and they were married at Wolf Creek Presbyterian Church in
Slippery Rock, PA, the same church Shirlann’s parents had been married. Then the Navy took control. After six-month
schools located in Orlando, Florida, Idaho Falls, Idaho, and Newport, Rhode Island the Navy sent them to Virginia Beach,
Virginia where Shirlann was hired as a math teacher at a local high school. After four years and the birth of their first
child, Megan, the Navy transferred the family to Monterey, California where Mark obtained his masters in mechanical
engineering. After another tour in Newport RI and the birth of their second child, Kevin, they settled in Norfolk VA.
Mark had additional tours in Quantico VA and Charlestown SC, while Shirlann remained in Norfolk with the children and
worked at Old Dominion University and received her masters in Secondary Math Education. After his final tour in
Norfolk, Mark earned a certificate to teach high school math and then retired from the Navy.
The Finch family moved to Slippery Rock, PA to help take care of Shirlann’s parents and make a home for the
family where Megan and Kevin graduated from Slippery Rock High School. During the time in Slippery Rock, Mark
worked for a chemical company (BASF) as an engineer and then a manager. Shirlann worked at Slippery Rock High
School teaching Geometry. After the passing of Shirlann’s parents, Mark had an opportunity for a new assignment within
BASF that required them to move from western PA to the southern LA area.
Due to their many moves, Mark and Shirlann kept their membership a Wolf Creek Presbyterian Church, but
remained active in the local Presbyterian Church. Once in the Madisonville area, they searched for a new church home
and found Covington Presbyterian Church just as Pastor Rob White was being hired and, like many others, found the
hospitality and love in this congregation to be the place God called them to worship and serve.
Shirlann enjoys Duplicate Bridge, family trips to Walt Disney World and seeing her grandchildren. Mark’s work
requires a fair amount of travel during the week that allows him to see his son Kevin in Pittsburgh occasionally. Mark
enjoys boating, golfing, Saturday men’s workday events and serving as Sunday School teacher and liturgist. Both Mark
and Shirlann are Pittsburgh Steelers fans, but root for the “other” black and gold team [the Saints] unless they are playing
the Steelers. Their daughter, Megan, is married to Chris Graham and they live in Lubbock Texas. They have two
wonderful little girls Olivia and Eliza. Their son Kevin is married to Caitlin O’Connell and they live in Pittsburgh, PA.

Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud
HYMN OF THE MONTH

Three years ago Bobbe Willard called and requested that It Is W ell with My Soul as the
hymn of the month. She said, “This hymn was a particular source of comfort and inspiration
after she sustained an injury to her foot and leg.” In the hymn one can sense an inner peace
through an implicit trust in the love of God and real evidence of a mature Christian faith. The
text was written by Horatio G. Spafford and the music is by Philip P. Bliss. With this kind of
trust in a heavenly Father, Horatio Spafford could endure such heart-rending tragedies as he did
and yet be able to say, “It is well with my soul.”
Spafford had known peaceful and happy days as a successful attorney in Chicago. He
was the father of four daughters. He was an active member of the Presbyterian Church and a
loyal friend and supporter of D. L. Moody and other evangelical leaders of the day. He wrote
the hymn after traumatic events. The first was the 1871 Great Chicago Fire which ruined him
financially. He had invested significantly in the property in the area of Chicago which was
decimated by the great fire. His business interests were further hit by the economic downturn of
1873. He had planned to travel to Europe with his family on the SS V ille du Havre.
In a last minute change of plan, he sent the family ahead while he was delayed on
business concerning zoning problems. While crossing the Atlantic, the ship sank rapidly after a
collision with a sea vessel, the Loch Earn, and all four of Spafford’s daughters died. His wife,
Anna survived and sent him the now famous telegram, “Saved alone….” Shortly afterwards,
Spafford traveled to meet his grieving wife, he was inspired to write these words as his ship
passed near where his daughters had died. The Spaffords later had three more children, one of
whom, their only son, Horatio Goertner Spafford, died at the age of four, of scarlet fever in
1880. In 1881, the Spaffords, including baby Bertha and newborn Grace, set sail for Israel. The
Spaffords moved to Jerusalem and helped found a group called the American Colony; its
mission was to serve the poor. The colony later became the subject of the Nobel prize winning,
Jerusalem by Swedish novelist Selma Lagerlof. Philip Bliss named the hymn Ville du Havre,
from the name of the stricken vessel.

It is well…..with my soul…..It is well, it is well with my soul.

Classes offered
for the Adults
We offer several small group ministries each week and month:

Sunday Morning
9:15 am - Connections Class in the Ria Warner Classroom - A group dedicated to reading the
“Upper Room” devotional series each week.
9:15 am - Fellowship Class in the Fellowship Hall - A group dedicated to prayer, community, and
intriguing discussion. Curriculum varies.
9:15 am - “Making Sense of the Bible” takes place Sundays at 9:15 in the church office. Have you
wondered if Adam and Eve were real people; why God was so violent in the Old Testament; why Paul
commanded women to be silent in church: how God views homosexuals or if the Book of Revelation is a
guide to the end of time? If so, come meet in a small group environment and discuss these and any other
questions you have about the Bible. Bob Panek will moderate but all will be given opportunity to set the
direction of the class.

Wednesday Morning
10 am - Wednesday morning Bible study group that joins together every week to discuss
various topics.

Every other week

Boomers Group - A group of mostly Baby Boomers who delve into various book studies. Look in the

newsletter or church bulletin for more details.
Pastors’ Bible Study: Rev. Rob White and Rev. Zac Ritchie are leading a Pastors’ Bible study alternating
in CPC’s Fellowship Hall and Madisonville Presbyterian Church. It is a joint study for both Madisonville
and Covington Presbyterian Churches. The study is held every 2nd and 4th Friday at 12:30. Bring your
lunch, leave the office a few minutes early, and join us. We are doing a survey of the entire Bible. We will
talk about themes, characters, where it came from and what we can learn. All are invited. The April
studies are scheduled as follows:
April 7 @ 12:30pm - CPC’s Fellowship Hall
April 21 @ 12:30pm - Madisonville Presbyterian Church

Monthly
Presbyterian Women Mary Martha Circle - The second Tuesday of the month at 9:30 am at the
home of Jean Carriere.
Presbyterian Women Night Circle - The second Tuesday of the month at 5:30pm in the
Fellowship Hall.
Seniors’ Group (“Prime Timers”) - A mostly social gathering of Senior Adults who gather for
fellowship and prayer. Contact the church office for a schedule of events.
Young Adults - The “Young adults” (Those in their 20’s, 30’s, 40’s) gather together monthly for
guys’ nights, ladies’ nights, and family nights. To be included in the email invitations, please let
Pastor Rob know.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
8:30

Adalyn White

2
9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
9:30 Youth Group Class
10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Coffee Hour
3-5 Youth meeting

9

9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
9:30 Youth Group Class
10:30 Palm Sunday Service
11:30 Easter Egg Hunt
11:45 Potluck Lunch
Bonnie Mermilliod

16 Easter

3
4:30 Scouts*

Mary Nuckols

10

23
9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
9:30 Youth Group Class
10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Coffee Hour

5

6

Tyler Voyles

11

Rhonda Spell

12

10amAdult
Bible Study*
5:30 Choir
John Keller
Pat Massoth

18
6pm Session

George Pierce

Lily Perez
Tyler Spell

24

25

4:30 Scouts*

8
8:30

13

14

Maundy
Thursday

Good
Friday
Church
doors
open

6:30 Scouts*

17

7

10amAdult
Bible Study*
5:30 Choir

9:30 Circle
5:30 Circle

9:15 Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
9:30 Youth Group Class
10:30 Worship Service
Yu Min Jeon

4

19

6pm
Tenebrae Svc

20

15
8:30
Youth meet
Trudy
Williamson

21

10amAdult
Bible Study*
5:30 Choir

22
8:30

Caleb
Amick

26
10amAdult
Bible Study*
5:30 Choir

27

28

29
8:30

Della Pierce
Hayley Smith

Erin Johnston

309:15

Adult Classes
9:15 Connections Class
9:30 Youth Group Class
10:30 Worship Service
Hank Abel, Katie Landry
3-5 Youth meeting

Each month we print out birthdays so that if friends would like to remember your birthday, it is available. We don’t want to leave anyone
out, so if we do not have your birthday, please let the office know - (secretary@covpresby.org) or 892-4821.

*Fellowship Hall

Birthday

Food Bank

Covington Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 819
Covington, LA 70434

