
 

        

  

 

 

  

                                           
 

                                                                                                                                                                                         

In January, we have been talking about what it means to be a disciple.  From being claimed in baptism, to listening 

to Christ's call to come and see, to casting a line into unchartered water, to finding ourselves walking a path with 

people we never thought we'd see; we have discovered that being a disciple can be taxing and a bit uncomfortable. 

We have an easy time loving Jesus. That's the easy part, right? Some of us might have walked an aisle and said a 

prayer. Some might have gone through classes. Some may have simply found ourselves always on this path. Some 

of us are still searching. Whatever way we found ourselves in relationship with Jesus, we know that is the most 

important part about Christianity. Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so. It would be a lot easier if 

this were the only part of the Christian journey. 

I once had a mentor tell me the best part of ministry is the people and the worst part of ministry is the people. One 

can feel extremely blessed and hopeful when around certain individuals and hopeless and lost around others. The 

same rings true for our lives as disciples. It is easier for those not in professional ministry to avoid those who 

might make life more difficult. However, there's an old saying, "Christianity is made up of a vertical relationship 

and horizontal relationships." In other words, if we are going to follow Christ, we've got to learn to listen to the 

greatest commandment of loving God AND our neighbor (See Matthew 22 and Mark 12). 

Jesus doesn't tell us to like our neighbor or to put up with our neighbor. Jesus doesn't tell us to pick our neighbors 

out of a line up or surround ourselves with people who look and act like us. No, Jesus makes it clear to love our 

neighbor. This can be a difficult charge in this climate in which we live, can't it? We live in very polarizing times. 

Politicians, news organizations, social media, and pundits want us to pick a side. They want us to draw a line. 

However, when we draw too many lines, we box ourselves in. 

Hear this from a guy whose job it is to make relationships: "relationships matter!" Jesus lived in a political climate 

much more tense than ours and he built relationships with people on every side of whatever line others tried to 

draw. From His conversations with Nicodemus, we learn about rebirth and light interrupting darkness.  From His 

conversation with Zacchaeus, we learn true compassion and forgiveness. From His story about the Samaritan, we 

see love crossing religious and sociological boundaries. From his last words on the cross, we learn about his mercy 

for a person sentenced to death. 

As followers of Christ, who are just fine following Jesus, but have a hard time with the other part, we've got to be 

willing to notice the ones along the way who might "get in our way." Rather than drawing lines or throwing stones; 

sit and listen to people. Hear points-of-view different than your own, hear stories you never thought you'd hear, and 

be willing to enter into relationships you may never have considered.  Relationships matter. In our reaching out to 

those who need to know the love of Christ, relationships matter. In our reaching out to those who already know the 

love of Christ, relationships matter. In healing our own hurt, relationships matter. In softening calloused hearts and 

feelings, relationships matter. 

 

May we all be willing to step from the boxes and lines that have been drawn for us and appreciate the stories of 

those on the other side.   Amen  
      Rob 
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Hank Abel (recovery)                      

Wallace & Ruth Carr (health) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Cab Fielding (health) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Flood Victims 

Ghana Prison Ministry                             

Family of Lydianne Greig (loss)  

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Mary Ruth Hastings (health)  

Scott Lane (recovery)    

Leadership of CPC  

Family of Rev. Ledbetter (loss)                                           

Melba Logan family (loss) 

Linda McLean (health)                     

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health)  

Kent & Diane Meyer (recovery)   

Bella Meyer (brain tumors) 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens  

Grant Voyles (brain tumor)  

Linda Voyles (health)                               

Julie Walsdorf (health)  

Bobbe Willard (recovery)                                      

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

Missions:   

Habitat for Humanity                         

Family Promise                                  

  

For the Month of  December 2016 
 
 Pledges & Gifts for the month of December totaled 

$19,739.   For the year-to-date thru December, Pledges & 

Gifts of $300,338 are over budget by $17,611. 

 

 A summary report of finance results for 2016 will be 

included in the March “Lamplighter.” 

  

 Full financial statements are available in the church 

office. 

  

 Thank you for your support of Covington 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

Clara Rutland 

Bookkeeper 
 
 
 

 

 

Covington Presbyterian Church,  

P O Box 819                                                                 

Covington, LA  70434 

If you have a prayer request, contact Betty Badeaux: 

email: jamesbadeaux@aol.com    Phone:  892-6247 
ADDITIONAL HYMNALS:   

 

  In 2013, the 

Presbyterian Church 

(USA) adopted a new 

hymnal, "Glory to God." 

It had been received 

warmly across the 

country and many non-

Presbyterian churches 

have adopted it as their 

hymnal as well.  

 

 

 I, personally, knew people on the 

board that developed this hymnal. Secondly, 

I've used this hymnal multiple times at other 

churches and here. We currently use the 

projection addition when we use the projector. 

Elizabeth, our choir director, and I both enjoy 

using it and endorse it. 

It is easy to plan from as it follows the church 

calendar and also has suggested songs for each 

Scripture from the Revised Common 

Lectionary. I also find its Reformed theology 

to be solid. 

  

  At the January stated session meeting, 

the session voted to add the "Glory to God" 

hymnal to our pews. These hymnals will not 

replace the current hymnals but will be in 

addition to them. Both hymnals will be used 

and available in the pews. We recognize that 

both hymnals have different styles and songs 

that the other hymnal does not. Neither is 

perfect but are complements to the worship of 

God. I pray you will accept this new hymnal as 

a great new addition to our worship service.  

  

 We will be utilizing the library budget 

to purchase these hymnals in bulk. However, if 

you would like to donate a hymnal to the 

church in honor or memory of someone, the 

cost is $20 per hymnal. This will be noted in 

the cover of one of the hymnals and the 

proceeds will go back into our library fund.  If 

you would like to donate, please drop a check 

off at the church or in the offering plate with a 

note of what to write in the cover.  

 

Rev. Rob White 

STAIR 

Northshore Food Bank 



...but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

      To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.  2 Peter 3:18 

February 5 “Light Seasoning” - Isaiah 58:1-9a, Matthew 5:13-20 

February 12 “Community Shapers” - Matthew 5:21-37 

February 19 “Inside Out” - Matthew 5:38-48, 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 

February 26 “Transfiguration” - Matthew 17:1-9 

January Sermon Schedule 

. . . for the week of: 
February 5 Isa. 58:1-9a; Ps. 112:1-9; 1 Cor. 2:1-12; Matt. 5:13-20 

February 12 Deut. 30:15-20; Ps. 119:1-8; 1 Cor. 3:1-9; Matt. 5:21-37 

February 19 Lev. 19:1-2, 9-18; Ps. 119:33-40; 1 Cor. 3:10-11, 16-23; Matt 5:38-48 

February 26 Ex. 24:12-18; Ps. 2 or Ps. 99; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matt. 17:1-9 

NEW STUDY:  “Making Sense of the Bible” takes place Sundays at 9:15 
in the church office.  Have you wondered if Adam and Eve were real people; 
why God was so violent in the Old Testament; why Paul commanded women 
to be silent in church: how God views homosexuals or if the Book of 
Revelation is a guide to the end of time?  If so, come meet in a small group 
environment and discuss these and any other questions you have about the 
Bible.  Bob Panek will moderate but all will be given opportunity to set the 
direction of the class.   

Pastors’ Bible Study: Starting Friday, February 10 at 12:30, Rev. Rob White 

and Rev. Zac Ritchie will be leading a Pastors’ Bible study in the Fellowship 

Hall.  It will be a joint study for both Madisonville and Covington 

Presbyterian Churches.  The study will be held every 2nd and 4th Friday at 

12:30.  Bring your lunch, leave the office a few minutes early, and join us.  

We will be doing a survey of the entire Bible.  We will talk about themes, 

characters, where it came from and what we can learn.  The first week we will 

study Genesis 1-11 if you want to read ahead.  If not, it’s okay!  All are invited  

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING:  Break out your  spices, stir  in your  
special ingredients, strap on your favorite apron, and let's get ready to cook. 
It's time for the annual chili and gumbo cookoff on Super Bowl day. On 
February 5, we invite you to br ing your  best gumbo or  chili in a crock 
pot and drop it off in the Fellowship Hall. If you want to enter your special 
recipe, let Rob know.  Don't cook? It's okay. You are the judges for this 
great tradition. If you don’t want to bring chili, bring a side dish or a 
dessert.  Everyone will have the opportunity to help out Northshore Food 
Bank by putting coins, dollars, and checks into the pot that represents the 
team you think will win the Super Bowl. Rob has done this for 13 years at 3 
different churches and the prediction has only been wrong 2 times.   Come 
make the record 12-2! 

 

FEBRUARY 18TH OLYMPIA PARADE: 

For the 5th year in a row, Covington Presbyterian will 

have places saved to watch the Olympia Maddi Gras 

parade. Bathrooms will be open, a grill will be going, 

and front row spots will be saved. The parade begins at 

6 pm, so you probably want to ar r ive ear lier  in the 

day. Parking in the circle drive will be limited to church 

members and friends only. 
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Rev. Rob White talking to the children about blessings from the Beatitudes. 



FOOD BANK:  7,000 POUNDS IN 2017:    
 For the past four years, CPC has exceeded its annual Food Bank goal, and 2016 was no 
exception, it was our best year yet!  Our 2016 Food Bank goal was to donate the equivalent of 5,000 
pounds in food and cash donations, and we exceeded our goal by donating the equivalent of 6,675 
pounds.  WOW!!   Based on your generous gifts in 2016, we are increasing our annual donation goal to 
7,000 pounds in 2017, so PLEASE don’t forget to put your  food donations in the food barrels each 
week.  If you prefer to make a monetary donation, just drop your check made payable to CPC in the 
offering plate with “Food Bank” designated on the memo line. Each dollar you donate is equal to one 
pound of food.  Always remember that Every Sunday is Food Bank Sunday! 

                CPC has exceeded its annual food donation goal  to the Food Bank each year for the past four 

years as follows: 

 

                    Year                       Annual Goal                       CPC  Donations 

                 2013                       2,400     lbs.                         2,434 lbs. 

                 2014                       2,600 lbs.                             4,346 lbs. 

                 2015                       4,400 lbs.                             5,060 lbs. 

                 2016                       5,000 lbs.                             6,675 lbs.                              

                 2017                       7,000 lbs.                                 ? 

 

FAMILY PROMISE:   
Family Promise is one of the four mission projects Covington 
Presbyterian supports, along with The Food Bank, STAIR, and Habitat 
for Humanity.   The Family Promise Ministry provides churches in our 
area with an opportunity to serve the increasing population of homeless 
families in St. Tammany Parish.  Kim Pierce represents CPC in its 
support of this worthwhile ministry.  If you would like to volunteer to 
support the Family Promise initiative,  please contact Kim at 249-5399 

or qweenpossible@aol.com. 

STAIR (Star t The Adventure in Reading) is continuing 

its tutoring program after school twice a week at Covington 

Elementary School, with eight second grade students (four 

boys and four girls) participating.  All are making progress 

through the second 9-week grading period of this school 

year.  A question often asked by new STAIR students at the 

start of the school year is “When are the dogs 

coming?”  Each year, STAIR Site Director Donna Howland 

arranges for a visit by several owners of trained companion 

dogs in the “Love on a Leash” program to visit the 

class.  The owners tell the students about the history and 

training of each of the dogs, and then each student gets to sit 

on the floor by a dog and read to the dog.  The 90-minute 

class time zips by, and each student gets to read to several of 

the dogs.  This event, scheduled for mid-February,  is a 

much anticipated and enjoyed event each year.  



FEBRUARY 

  

FEBRUARY 5:    Dur ing the Chili Cookoff, Michelle Broadr ick will have games set up to play for 
       the children/youth while the adults are cooking. 
FEBRUARY 11:   9-11AM  Youth will help set up for  the Sock Hop;  
       Youth arrive at 5pm to start food prep, dance from 6-9am 50s Sock Hop.   
       All church members are invited. 
FEBRUARY 18:  Krewe of Olympia, meet at the church at parade time. 

 
 

SOCK HOP:  Mark your  calendars for  6pm Saturday, February 11 for  a fun 50s 
Sock Hop.  We will have a 1959 car to take pictures with you and your white t-shirt and 
poodle skirt.  With the money we have collected for cans, we are able to say thank you to 
the church.  Please see next page for more details on this event. 
 
 

 

THREE YOUTH ELDERS 

  AS ROLE MODELS 

 

On Sunday, February 22, during the 

Children’s Message portion of the 

worship service, Rev. Rob White 

introduced (Front Row, L-R) Lee, Clark 

and Ford Lambert to the children and 

talked about them as role models to 

emulate.  The Lambert boys are pictured 

on the front row.  Along with the Session 

and Diaconate Classes of 2019, Lee had 

just been ordained and installed as 

CPC’s 2017 Youth Elder.  Clark and 

Ford, along with Duncan Perez, have 

each served one-year terms as Youth 

Elder. 
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When:    6-9pm Saturday, February 11 

Where:   CPC’s Fellowship Hall 

What:     50s Sock Hop 
Who?    ALL adults and youth are invited to 
      come and enjoy a blast from the past!  
 
 We will have a 1959 car to take pictures with you and 
your white t-shirt and poodle skirt. 
 
With the money collected for cans, we are able to say 
thank you to the church. 
              Questions?  See Michelle Broadrick. 



 

 

Classes offered 

for the Adults 

We offer several small group ministries each week and month:                                                                 

Sunday Morning 
9:15 am - Connections Class in the Ria Warner Classroom - A group dedicated to reading 
the “Upper Room” devotional series each week.                                                       

9:15 am - Fellowship Class in the Fellowship Hall - A group dedicated to prayer, 
community, and intriguing discussion. Curriculum varies.                                                                             

9:15 am -  “Making Sense of the Bible” takes place Sundays at 9:15 in the church office.  Have you 
wondered if Adam and Eve were real people; why God was so violent in the Old Testament; why 
Paul commanded women to be silent in church: how God views homosexuals or if the Book of 
Revelation is a guide to the end of time?  If so, come meet in a small group environment and discuss 
these and any other questions you have about the Bible.  Bob Panek will moderate but all will be 
given opportunity to set the direction of the class.   

Wednesday Morning                                                                                                                 
10 am - Wednesday morning Bible study group that joins together every week to discuss 
various topics.                                                                                                              

Every other week                                                                                                  
Boomers Group - A group of mostly Baby Boomers who delve into various book studies. Look in 

the newsletter or church bulletin for more details. 

Pastors’ Bible Study: Starting Friday, February 10 at 12:30, Rev. Rob White and Rev. Zac Ritchie 
will be leading a Pastors’ Bible study in the Fellowship Hall.  It will be a joint study for both 
Madisonville and Covington Presbyterian Churches.  The study will be held every 2nd and 4th Friday 
at 12:30.  Bring your  lunch, leave the office a few minutes ear ly, and join us.  We will be doing a 
survey of the entire Bible.  We will talk about themes, characters, where it came from and what we 
can learn.  The first week we will study Genesis 1-11 if you want to read ahead.  If not, it’s okay!  All 
are invited                                                                                                                                            

Monthly                                                                                                               
Presbyterian Women Mary Martha Circle -  The second Tuesday of the month at 9:30 am 
at the home of Jean Carriere. 

Presbyterian Women Night Circle - The second Tuesday of the month at 5:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Seniors’ Group (“Prime Timers”) - A mostly social gathering of Senior Adults who gather 
for fellowship and prayer.  Contact the church office for a schedule of events. 

Young Adults - The “Young adults” (Those in their 20’s, 30’s, 40’s) gather together monthly 
for guys’ nights, ladies’ nights, and family nights. To be included in the email invitations, 
please let Pastor Rob know. 



 

 

Danny and Karen Key 
 Daniel (Danny) Key was born and raised in Morgan City, Louisiana and moved to Covington in 

the summer of 1972.  Karen Brown Key was born and raised in Temple, Texas and moved to Covington 

in the summer of 1975.  They met in the new Covington High School Library in early 1976 and dated for 

over a year. 

From the middle of 1977 to January 2005 they lived their separate lives.  Danny joined the US 

Air Force and was stationed in Grand Forks, North Dakota for his entire service.  Once discharged Danny 

moved back to South Louisiana and pursued a degree in Computer Technology, securing a position as a 

Computer Technician for the St Tammany Parish School Board, where he has been employed for the last 

15 years. 

Karen moved to the south shore after graduating from Covington High School, living in Kenner 

and River Ridge while attending the University of New Orleans pursuing a degree in Geography.  All of 

Karen’s family returned to Texas and it wasn’t long before Karen followed beginning a 20 year career 

within the 911 industry.  

Karen never forgot Danny and talked about him constantly.  These conversations lead to one of 

Karen’s girlfriends contacting Danny’s mother pretending to gather information for a CHS class reunion.  

Within 6 months of their reunion, Karen packed up and moved back to Covington Louisiana.  Karen is 

now on her second round trip. 

Danny and Karen joined Covington Presbyterian Church in 2005 and were married at Covington 

Presbyterian Church in 2006 exactly a year after they were reunited.  Both enjoy reading and watching 

action adventure movies.  Danny enjoys target shooting, computer and technology gizmos and gadgets 

while Karen likes photography and jigsaw puzzles. 

Danny and Karen are pet parents to one rescue cat - Gandalf, one stray cat - Scout and two 

rescued dogs, Creole and Happy. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

This month we are spotlighting : 



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH  

 

     

    Open My Eyes, That I May See 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The words and music of this hymn were written and composed by Clara H. Scott, (December 3, 

1841-June 21, 1897). She taught music at the Ladies Seminary, Lyons, Iowa (1859) and married Henry 

Clay Scott in 1861. She published her first volume of anthems, Royal Anthem Book, in 1882. She was a 

prolific composer of vocal and instrumental music. 

 

 As a Midwesterner, she was born in Illinois and died in Iowa. Her untimely demise occurred 

shortly after composing this hymn, when a runaway horse caused a buggy accident in Dubuque, Iowa. 

She believed that in order to receive God’s truth properly, we must have our entire being alive and alert 

to His every prompting. We simply need to heed Him by being sensitive to His leading in the small 

details of our lives. We should have seeing eyes, hearing ears, a verbal communication of the truth, and a 

loving heart for sharing God’s love. All of this is possible as we are directed by the Holy Spirit during 

times of quiet waiting.  

 

   SIGHT – “Look unto me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth.” (Isaiah 45:22) 

   HEARING – Hear, and your soul shall live.” (Isaiah 55:3) 

   SMELL – “Thy name is like ointment poured forth.” (Song of Solomon 1:3) 

   TOUCH – “If I may but touch His garment, I shall be well.” (Matthew 9:21) 

    TASTE – “O taste and see that the Lord is good.” (Psalm 34:8)” 
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CHURCH  BULLETIN BLOOPERS: 
The audience is asked to remain seated until the end of the recession. 

If you are going to be hospitalized for an operation, contact the pastor.  Special prayer also for those who 

are seriously sick by request. 

Glory of God to all and peas to his people on earth. 

Brother Lamar has gone on to be the Lord. 

The ushers will turn and light each worshipper in the first pew. 

The honeymooners are now having bile studies each Tuesday evening at 7:30 p.m. 
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Each month we print out birthdays so that if friends would like to remember your birthday, it is available.  We don’t want to 

leave anyone out, so if we do not have your birthday, please let the office know - (secretary@covpresby.org) or 892-4821. 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
10amAdult Bible 

Study* 
5:30 Choir 

 
 

2 
7-9on  

Key Club 
Kiwanis 
event* 

 
Cameron   
Edwards 

KiKi Thibaut 

3 4 

8:30 Work Day 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Fell 

5 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class                                   
10:30 Worship Service                     
11:30  SOUPER BOWL Chili/
Gumbo Cookoff * 

6 
 
 

4:30 Scouts* 

7 8 
10amAdult Bible 

Study* 
5:30 Choir 

 
 
 

Julie Walsdorf 

9 10 
12:30 

Pastors’        
Bible Study* 

 
 
 
 

Karen Key 

 
8:30am   

 
  

12 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class                                   
10:30 Worship Service                     
11:30  Coffee Hour  

13 
 

4:30 Scouts* 
 
 
 
 

Mary Case 

14 
9:30am Circle 

5:30pm                
Circle  

Valentine’s Day 
 
 
 

Kim Pierce 

15 
10amAdult Bible 

Study* 
5:30 Choir 

 
 
 

Jonah Amick 

16 
 
 
 

Owen                  
Hnatyshyn 

17 18 
8:30 Work Day 

 
6PM Olympia 

Parade 
Youth meet at 

CPC for parade. 

19 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class                                   
10:30 Worship Service                     
11:30  Coffee Hour  

20 
 

6:30 Scouts* 

21 
 

6pm 
Session  
Meeting 

22 
10amAdult Bible 

Study* 
5:30 Choir 

 
 
 

Denise Bilbe 

23 24 
12:30 

Pastors’        
Bible Study 

25 
8:30 Work Day 

 
 
 
 
 

Kristen  
Gegenheimer 

26 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class                                   
10:30 Worship Service                     
11:30  Coffee Hour  
                                                            
  Wanda Watkins 

27 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steele Mumphrey 

   

 
                                            

Covington 
 Presbyterian  

Church 

                                               
Calendar  

of Events   

& 

Birthdays 

* Fellowship Hall      Birthday          Food Bank-Bring cans 
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