
 

        

  

 

 

  

 In her famous book series about a small town called Mitford, Jan Karon writes of an Episcopal 

priest by the name of Father Tim. Ever the bachelor, Father Tim is the definition of an overworked 

minister. His entire purpose and being is based on the church. However, when new things begin to 

happen to him near his 60th birthday, he can't help but to start focusing on things beyond the job of 

ministry and begins to focus on the heart of ministry. We ministers often have to remind ourselves to 

look beyond the job of doing ministry and remember why we are here in the first place. As easy as it is 

to get caught up coming to the office and going to the hospital and sitting in session meetings and 

writing sermons and doing marriage prep and helping loved ones say good bye, if all of those things are 

done as part of a job and not a calling, then one can easily get distracted. 

 

 However, I am learning more and more that this is true for many of us. My dad always said if 

you love what you do you'll never work a day in your life. I find that some of us work hard to find that 

passion/joy/love, but when we find it, it seems to drift away as we work harder to try to perfect 

something that doesn't need fixing. We get so busy working that we miss out on the things that are right 

in front of us. Sometimes we work trying to keep up appearances. Sometimes we work too hard trying to 

smooth out wrinkles that don't need smoothing. Sometimes (as I've mentioned in the past), we find 

ourselves making ourselves busy because we don't know how to enjoy not being busy. 

  

 However, one of my favorite quotes from Father Tim came when he met a man praying in his 

church who just couldn't find room for God. He was filled with such guilt and shame that there was no 

room in his proverbial inn. Father Tim said, "One of the things that makes a dead leaf fall to the ground 

is the bud of the new leaf that pushes it off the limb."  

 

  Once there was an expectant mother and her soon-to-be spouse found no room at a busy inn. 

2000 years later, we still find that to be true. Our inns are too busy. Our lives are too busy.  

 

 This Advent season, I want to encourage you to find the room 

and push out that which is no longer needed. I've said it before and I'll 

say it again, Sunday is the first day of the week, not the last. Don't 

make God an after thought. Don't look at worship as something you'll 

do if you have the time. Find a way to prioritize God in your life. God 

doesn't want to be the one who is pushed away. Instead, God wants to 

be the one to nurture in new life and prepare for a new season. 

 

  

 Advent is a time to start over. Advent is a time to re-structure. Won't you start today? Won't you 

find the room.... the room in your inn? 

 

Hope. Peace. Love. Joy. 

 

 

Rob 
  

 

The Lamplighter                           
December, 2016 

Covington Presbyterian Church                                         
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Hank Abel (recovery)                      

Katie Anderson (healing/foot) 

Ruth Bienvenu (recovery/hip)       

Michelle Broadrick (recovery)                     

Wallace & Ruth Carr (health) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Cab Fielding (health) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Flood Victims 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Mary Ruth Hastings (health)   

Bob & Julia Ledbetter (health) 

 

Mary Jane McCoy (health) 

Linda McLean (health)             

Scott Lane (recovery from surgery)    

Leadership of CPC                                           

Melba Logan (health)  

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health)    

Bella Meyer (brain tumors) 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens   

Linda Voyles (health)                               

Julie Walsdorf (chemo)                    

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

Habitat for Humanity                        STAIR 

Family Promise                                 Covington Food Bank 

For the Month of  October, 2016 
 
 During the month of October, Pledges and 

Gifts received totaled $14,378.  For the year-to-date 

through October, Pledges & Gifts of $265,188 were 

over budget by $16,315. 

 Full financial statements are available in the 

church office. 

 Thank you for your support of Covington 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

Clara Rutland 

Bookkeeper 

 

Covington Presbyterian Church,  

P O Box 819                                                                 

Covington, LA  70434 
If you have a prayer request, contact Betty Badeaux: 

email: jamesbadeaux@aol.com    Phone:  892-6247 

 Each month we print out birthdays so that if friends would like to remember your birthday, it is available.  

We don’t want to leave anyone out, so if we do not have your birthday, please let the office know.  

 (secretary@covpresby.org) or 892-4821. 

 

Christmas Blessings 

from the Staff of CPC: 

Rev. Rob White,                

Erin Johnston,                             

Michele Broadrick, 

Jeanie Bazer 

Clara Rutland, 

Elizabeth Tosterud, 

Terri Demers,                

Susan Samson,     

Jaeeun Jeon,                

Christina Cox, 

Skye Pottle, and                  

Dale Roddy. 

NEW MEMBERS:  On Sunday, December 11th new members will be received dur ing 

the worship service.  If you would like to join on this date, please let Rev. Rob White know. 



...but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

      To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.   

2 Peter 3:18 

December 4 -  "Hope Emerges" Isaiah 11:1-10, Romans 15:4-13 

December 11 - Cantata Worship Service 

December 18 -  Children’s Program Worship Service 

December 24 - "A Light has emerged"-Isaiah 9:2-7, Luke 2:1-20 

December 25 - "It's time to go"-Isaiah 63:7-9, Matthew 2:13  

December Sermon Schedule 

. . . for the week of: 
December 4: Isa. 11:1-10; Rom. 15:4-13; Matt. 3:1-12 

December 11: Isa. 35:1-10; Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10; Matt. 11:2-11 

December 18: Isa. 7:10-16; Rom. 1:1-7; Matt. 1:18-25 

December 25: Isa. 62:6-12; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:1-20 

By the way, you don’t have to miss a sermon!  If you were unable to be in 

worship Sunday and would like to keep up and hear any of the past messages,  

following is a link that will take you to the online sermons.  Just copy and paste 

this in your browser . . tinyurl.com/j4hr9dz.   

FLOWER CALENDAR 

OPPORTUNITY: 

 

   Soon you will see Barbara Meurer 

with the yearly Flower Calendar 

asking you to sign up to donate 

flowers in the sanctuary one Sunday 

(or more if desired) out of the year.   

   Barbara has faithfully served in 

this capacity for years and is ready 

to turn this service opportunity over 

to someone else. 

   If you are interested, please 

contact the church office, or Barbara 

Meurer.  Thank you for your years 

of service, Barbara.     

Liam White proudly holding up a bulletin on which he de-

signed the artwork for the cover on the first Sunday of Advent. 
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On November 27th, Rev. Rob White baptized Evelyn Olive Smith, infant daughter of Nick and Hayley Smith.                         

Amy Heintz, also in the picture, served as the Elder Sponsor. 

On Sunday,                    

November 27, 2016 

 the children learned from 

the scripture, Isaiah 21:5 

and 

 taught by  

Children’s Director, Erin 

Johnston                    

that 

Jesus is our Peace. 
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SUNDAY, December 4: Noon - 2pm  
Youth meeting.  Bring a bag lunch.  

We will be writing out Christmas 

cards and making ornaments. 

 

 

 

Friday, December 9: 6-8pm - We will go bowling 

at Tiffany Bowling Lanes in Mandeville. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 11th:  No youth due to the Chr istmas lunch 

after worship. 

 

Sunday, December 18: 2-4pm -  Elevation Station 

 

 

Thursday, December 29: 6-8pm  Lock-In in the 

Fellowship Hall.  
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Rev. Rob talking to the children during the worship service. 

Miles and Levi Johnston sharing a Bible during the worship service. 



 

 

Classes offered 

for the Adults 

We offer several small group ministries each week and month:                                                                 
                                                                

Sunday Morning 
9:15 am - Connections Class in the Ria Warner Classroom - A group dedicated to reading 
the “Upper Room” devotional series each week.                                                       

9:15 am - Fellowship Class in the Fellowship Hall - A group dedicated to prayer, 
community, and intriguing discussion. Curriculum varies.                                                                             

9:15 am -  Animate Class meets in the church office and is currently using the Animate 
Faith curriculum that delves into various topics and questions about faith.  Led by Bob 
Panek. 

Wednesday Morning                                                                                                               
10 am - Wednesday morning Bible study group that joins together every week to discuss 
various topics. 

Every other week 
Boomers Group - A group of mostly Baby Boomers who delve into various book studies. 
Look in the newsletter or church bulletin for more details. 

Monthly  
Presbyterian Women Mary Martha Circle -  The second Tuesday of the month at 9:30 am 
at the home of Jean Carriere. 

Presbyterian Women Night Circle - The second Tuesday of the month at 5:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Seniors’ Group (“Prime Timers”) - A mostly social gathering of Senior Adults who gather 
for fellowship and prayer.  Contact the church office for a schedule of events. 

Young Adults - The “Young adults” (Those in their 20’s, 30’s, 40’s) gather together monthly 
for guys’ nights, ladies’ nights, and family nights. To be included in the email invitations, 
please let Pastor Rob know. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda started going to the Presbyterian Church when she was eight years old.  It was a place where she felt very 

comfortable, even though she went by herself.  She said, she felt the presence of God with her all through her 

life. Her Faith never struck her like a bolt of lightning, she just always knew He was there guiding her along 

life's path. 

 

She married Richard T. Voyles in April 1962.  They will 

celebrate their 55th Anniversary aboard a trans-Atlantic cruise 

line to Europe.  

  

Linda worked in several departments for Louisiana Gas 

Servicer (now Atmos Gas).  She started in customer service 

(taking complaints), LGS Exploration as a receptionist, 

secretary to the President of LGS Securities (selling corporate 

bonds), and finally in the LGS Credit Union. 

 

She and Richard were blessed with two sons, Russell and 

Richard S.  And later with two wonderful daughter-in-laws,  

Rebecca and Danielle, then three exceptional grandchildren, 

Alexandra, Tyler and Grant. 

 

 

Linda joined CPC in September 2003, shortly after  her Son and Daughter-in-law, Richard and Danielle joined.   

She has been active in choir, Wednesday Bible study, chaired PW Council for four years, and has been a Deacon 

for eight years. 

 

This past year has been a test for her.  She was diagnosed with Multiple Myeloma last December.  She went 

through Chemo for two months, and in June had a stem cell transplant, followed by 100 days in isolation. But 

the hardest part was not being able to see her friends here at CPC. 

 

She considers this a gift from God, not a punishment, and hopes He is happy as to how she handled the situation.  

She is now gaining her strength back, has returned to the choir, and looking forward to whatever kind of trouble 

she can get into now. 

 

In her spare time, Linda likes to knit, do scrapbooking (where she is very behind), work with her flowers, and of 

course, go out to eat with her friends. 

  

Rebecca, Russell, Alexandra Richard S., Danielle, Tyler, Grant 

 

 

This month we are 

spotlighting Linda Voyles, 

a very special member of 

CPC.   

Read all about her below: 



STAIR:  STAIR, Star t the Adventure in Reading, has resumed at Covington 

Elementary School with four boys and four girls.  Arrangements have been made with 

the principal for use of the Art classroom after school on Monday and 

Wednesdays.  The room  easily houses eight second grade students  the principal has  

selected (and parents have approved), for this program. The program started at CES 

on October 17.  This will be the fourth year that CPC has provided financial and 

volunteer support for this program. If anyone is interested in participating, please call 

504-899-0820 to register.  

THE COVINGTON FOOD BANK:   
  Please don’t forget to bring your food 
donations with you to church each 
week.  If you prefer to make a monetary 
donation, make check payable to CPC 
with “Food Bank” designated on the 
memo line and place in the offering plate. 
Each dollar you donate equals one pound 
of food.     

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 

 St. Tammany West Habitat for Humanity 

needs  volunteers who would like to give back to the 

community by donating one to three hours of their time 

each week  to help at the “ReStore.” The “ReStore” is 

located in Mandeville and resells donations of new and 

used items they receive from companies and 

individuals.  All proceeds from the “ReStore” benefit the 

local Habitat for Humanity affiliate.  A full description of 

the volunteer jobs available is posted on the bulletin board 

by the food barrels at CPC.    

If you have questions about the program or  would like to volunteer, please contact 

Habitat’s Volunteer Coordinator, Danielle Wilczynski, at 985.893.3172, ext 222.   St. 

Tammany West Habitat for Humanity is one four local mission projects  CPC sup-

ports along with The Food Bank, STAIR, and Family Promise.   

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:   

An offering will be received on Christmas Eve to celebrate the gift of Christ.  Thanks to your generous support, 

church workers can receive assistance in their time of need, and students of Presbyterian-related racial ethnic 

schools and colleges are afforded opportunities to learn, grow, and lead in their faith.   Giving to the Christmas 

Joy Offering is one way we can celebrate God’s greatest gift to us, Jesus Christ, as well as the gift of our church 

leaders-past, present, and future.  



On Sunday, December 11, after the Lessons and Carols worship service, we will have a Christmas Dinner 
in the Fellowship Hall.  Everyone is invited to join us for a wonderful meal and the best news is, thanks to 
an anonymous donor,  everything is provided, no need to bring anything but your good appetite and spirit.  
Please mark your calendar and plan to join us for this festive occasion. 

CHRISTMAS DAY:   
Christmas Day is on a Sunday. Yes, we will be having church. At 
10:30 that morning, join us as we have a time of singing carols, 
celebrating the day, and appreciating the greatest gift we 
received. Tracy and Rob invite you to join them afterward in the 
Fellowship Hall for Christmas lunch if you haven't already got 
plans. Rob's going to cook his famous ham (which means he's 
going to buy it from a store). The service will be informal, so 
wear your nice clothes on Christmas Eve and wake up the next 
morning to worship and fellowship.  
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Please join us for the CPC Ladies 
Christmas Party 

in the Fellowship Hall 
 Tuesday, December 13,  at 5:30 p.m. 

  
We’ll have good food, fellowship, and a time of celebration. 

All ladies are invited. 

 

  

Fall Pictures  

Left: 

Adalyn 

White 

In front 

Of the   

Sanctuary. 

 

Right: 

A lovely 

view of the 

fountain. 

 

Photos by 

Tracy White 



 

THANK YOU: 

 

CPC will again bring a  little joy 

to needy children in our 

community this Christmas 

season, through our annual 

“Giving Tree.”   

 

Thank you to those who 

participated in this ministry, we 

had a great response!!     

 

What a blessing it will be 

knowing you brought a smile to 

a needy child’s face on 

Christmas morning.   

You are invited  
CPC’s Christmas Cantata 

“Lessons and Carols” 
 on Sunday, December 11 

at 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
A Christmas dinner 

follows the Cantata in the 
Fellowship Hall.  

Everything will be 
provided. 

 

You are invited to join us for CPC’s 

Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service. 

6:00 p.m.  

Saturday 

 December 24, 2016 

It is a special evening service  

with candles  and singing of loved 

Christmas Carols 

Led by CPC’s Chancel Choir 



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

 

         HYMN OF THE MONTH  
      LOVE HAS COME 

 

  

     The melody to this hymn was first published in 1553 in France, 

and translated into English in the 18th century. It was originally 

not sung at Christmas, but rather as dance music for French 

nobility. It is believed that the melody was written by 

Charpentier. This melody is also known as Bring a Torch, 

Jeanette, Isabella. Even today in the Provence region, children 

dress up as shepherds and milkmaids, carrying torches and 

candles to Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve, while singing the 

carol. 

 

 The lyrics to Love Has Come were written by Ken 

Bible. He was born and raised in Cincinnati, Ohio and studied 

music composition at the College Conservatory of Music at the 

University of Cincinnati. In his final years there, his interest 

turned to hymns and hymnology, and then in theology and the 

Bible. In his mid-twenties, he taught himself to read New 

Testament Greek, and years later, Biblical Hebrew. For 34 years 

he has worked for a major church music publisher, Lillenas 

Publishing Company, in various capacities as editor, director and 

product developer. He compiled hundreds of publications, 

including the million-selling collection, Master Chorus Book.  

 

 The major theme for this hymn is “love.” It appears twenty-two times. The text employs a 

number of familiar fragments of Scripture: (Luke 2:11 Today there has been born to you in the city of 

David a deliverer – the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:14 Glory to God in Highest heaven, and on earth 

peace to all in whom he delights.) 

 

 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that everyone who has faith in him may not 

perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Covington 
Presbyterian 

Church 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
8:30  Work Day 

 

4 
 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class                                   
10:30 Worship Service                      
11:30  Coffee Hour * 
Noon-2pm Youth meeting 
 
             Jeff Schoen 

5 
 

Scouts 4:30pm 
 
 
 
 

        Debi Schoen 

6 7 
10am 

Adult Bible Study* 
5:30 Choir 

 

8 9 
 

6-8pm 
Youth Bowl 

Tiffany Lanes 

10 
8:30  Work Day 

 
 
 

3:30 Wedding 
Sanctuary & F.H. Booked 

11 
 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class                                   
10:30 Cantata Worship Svc                    
11:30  Coffee Hour * 
11:30am  Christmas Lunch 
(No Youth meeting) 

12 13 
 

5:30 
Ladies 

Christmas 
Party 

14 
10am 

Adult Bible Study* 
5:30 Choir 

 
 
 
 
 
 

15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Tiffany 
          Ritchie 

16 17 
8:30  Work Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Samson 

189:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 

9:30 Youth Group Class                                   
10:30  Children/Youth 
Christmas Program & Svc.                     
2-4pm Youth:Elevation 
Station      
                      
 
             Melba Logan 
            Jeanine Gautreaux 

19 

 
 
 
 

   Levi 
          Johnston 

          Paul Tosso 

20 

 
 
 
 
 

          Conie 
   Abernathy 

21 
10am 

Adult Bible Study* 
5:30 Choir 

22 
5:30 

Wedding  
Rehearsal 

 
 

Dick Fitch 
Eileen Keefe 

23 
7pm 

Wedding 
 
 
 

           Amy 
        Heintz 

24 
8:30  Work Day 
6pm Christmas 

Eve Service 

25 
 
 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class                                   
10:30 Worship Service                        
11:30  Christmas Ham with 
           the White family 
 
          Rachel Koger 

26 27 28 
10am 

Adult Bible Study* 
5:30 Choir 

 
 
 
 

        Amanda Wright 

29 
-8pm 

Youth Lock-
In 

30 31 
8:30  Work Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Michelle Gremillion 

Calendar  
Of 

Events 



Covington Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 819 
Covington, LA  70434 


