
 

         

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silence  
 

 It is what fills the air in hospital rooms. It is what one hears before a storm. It is what one hears after a storm. It is 

what one hears in the breath marks, the rests, and the in between beats of music. It is the space between heart beats.  

 

 After a month of senseless tragedy and in the months of finger pointing brought about by a political climate, it is 

right to hear silence. It is right to acknowledge silence.  However, it is also best to be silent. God speaks into silence. God 

speaks about silence. God speaks from silence. Jesus prayed in silence.  

 

 In the next month, I encourage you to find silence. Turn your television off. Turn your computer off. Turn your 

cell phone off. Take your watch off. Don't look at the time and sit. Sit for as long as you need. Sit in silence. Pray. Be 

mindful of birds chirping and crickets playing their tiny violins.  

 

 When the world speaks to you, speak back only in breaths. When God's spirit blows through you, breathe it in 

and just be. Be one with the moment.  

 

 Pray for peace. Pray for unity. Pray for hope. Pray for forgiveness. Pray for those moments when we surround 

ourselves with noise. Pray for those voices that will never be heard again. Pray that God interrupts the silence caused by 

fear, caused by hate, caused by division. Pray that God interrupts the noise caused by those who feel as though they must 

fill the silence with blame and hurt.  

 

 Silence is all I can offer you. It is all that I, one who is paid to speak, can offer. It is all that I, one who pushes for 

peace, can offer. It is all that I, one who has a hard time being silent, can offer. This is because there is nothing more and 

nothing less to say.  

 

 In this newsletter, you will find quotes on another page from sermons that I have preached. Each has been in the 

shadow of, during, or around the time of national hurt. But these are not new words. These are words that were offered 

then and should be offered now. However, this month, in the shadow of July's occurrences, I can only offer one thing that 

is new. 
 

Silence. 

Rob 

Rev. Rob White  Pastor/Head of Staff  Covington Presbyterian Church  985-718-8677 (cell) 
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From "United We Stand"  - July 3, 2016 

 "This Christian faith is not about our differences. This 

Christian faith is about worshipping the God of the universe in 

community, serving God’s people in community, and lifting one 

another up in community....But how hard this is. To be in 

community, it means we have to be willing to carry one another’s 

burdens and put others before ourselves.  But how often do we try 

to make this Christian faith about us as individuals? How often do we try to look out for our comfort 

level and our personal understanding of Jesus? 

 And how often do we turn our back on our friends, neighbors, and strangers because they make 

us uncomfortable?  How often do we put our own opinions before Scripture? How often do we dismiss 

others because of the adjectives that we pin to them or quit listening to them because they say something 

we are unsure about?”  

 

From "Howdy Neighbor"  - July 10, 2016 

 "This week, we are asked to move out of our neighborhood.  We are asked to drive to the end of 

our street, take a left or a right, drive past the houses that belong to people who look a lot like us, drive 

past the neighbors just looking for a cup of sugar, and we go until we find out where we are needed. We 

are to be less worried about being right as we are about being present. We are to be less worried about 

where we stand as we are to stand together. We are to be neighbors wherever neighbors are needed.   

We lift up those who have been walked over, we hold the hands that have been abandoned, we provide 

for those who have been left to die, we remember those who gave so much, we grieve with those who 

grieve too much too often.... 

 This week, as we go from here, let us not point fingers unless it’s pointing to a better path. Let us 

choose peace. Let us listen to one another. Let us sympathize and empathize with one another. 

My friends, change has to happen and it doesn’t happen at the polls. It doesn’t happen in the media. It 

doesn’t happen on Facebook.  

 No it happens here, it happens now. It Happens with God’s people, God’s people who are 

equally called to love God, as we are to love our neighbors.  

 And so my friends, this is your charge this day, get out of your comfort zone, get out of your 

neighborhood, get out there and live as neighbor to one another, no matter where, no matter who, no 

matter how.  It starts here, it starts now.  Like a good neighbor, the church should be there!" 

 

From "Where Do You Sit"  - July 17, 2016 

 “By focusing too much on Mary, Martha isn’t able to be present where she is. 

And we do this, do we not?  

 We may be cleaning up after a potluck while someone else sits down and talks at a table 

wondering why they aren’t helping, only to find out they are having a conversation with a person who 

hasn’t talked to another living soul all week.  

 We may be in worship wondering why someone else isn’t there only to find out they have 

decided to take on the task of helping take care of an ill friend or someone else’s children. 

 We may enjoy sitting in worship with no distractions and wonder why someone won’t shut their 

kids up only to find out that the parents love coming to our church because this is the only church where 

their kids aren’t looked at with a cross look.  

 We may point fingers at folks who worship one way or live one way or look one way or dress 

one way or vote one way or talk one way or love one way or put their energy in things one way. 

And when we do this, when we worry about the actions of others, we miss what is right in front of us. . . 

we miss who is right in front of us. Mary sat and Martha stood, and both were in the right place. 

Both were loving Jesus with all their heart and mind. Both had their own perspectives. Both brought their 

own gifts. Both could lead and teach from where they were.  But neither was wrong. Neither was better.

 And where WE are may change our perspective and our minds. Where we are may help us 

understand who Jesus is a little more. Where we are is just that, it’s where we are. It’s no one else’s 

proverbial seat. No one else can see from our perspective. We can learn from where we are. We can 

teach from where we are." 

. . . from previous sermons. 

Pastor Rob’s 
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Eric Amick (recovery)  

Family of Leo Cardon (loss)                           

Dr. Wallace Carr (recovery) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer)                         

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

Family of Callie Key (loss)                                  

Julia Ledbetter (recovery) 

Melba Logan (health)  

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health) 

Linda McLean (health)                                                              

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/Deacons 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Della Pierce (back pain) 

Relationships 

Clara Rutland (recovery/knee)  

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens   

Linda Voyles (health)  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

Trudy Williamson 

Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

 Habitat for Humanity                        STAIR 

Family Promise                                 Covington Food Bank 

For the Month of  June, 2016 
 

 During the month of June , Pledges and Gifts 

received totaled $11,280.  For the year-to-date 

through June, Pledges & Gifts of $188,898. exceeded 

the year-to-date budget by $7,733. 

  

 Full financial statements are available in the 

church office. 

 

 Thank you for your support of Covington 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

Dick Hastings for 

Clara Rutland 

Bookkeeper 

 

Covington Presbyterian Church,  

222 S. Jefferson Ave.,                                                               

Covington, LA  70433 

If you have a prayer request, contact Betty Badeaux: 

email: jamesbadeaux@aol.com    Phone:  892-6247 

Many thanks to all our friends at CPC for their 

prayers for Leo during his time of illness and 

for the many cards I have received and am still 

receiving from many of you.  My family and I 

are grateful for the ministry of CPC and will 

keep praying for its continuing growth in faith 

and love of the Lord, Jesus Christ.   

            Beth Cardon and Family 

DANA ARTHUR CONCERT 

On Saturday, July 9th CPC hosted a 

concert by soloist Dana Arthur.  Thank you 

to those who came.  The proceeds of 

$490.25 will go to help the Food Bank and 

CPC’s Children’s ministry; both are 

ministries dear to our hearts. 

YOUTH DIRECTOR:  Covington Presbyter ian Church will be hir ing a new 

Youth Director. Starting in the new school year, the Youth Director will have the 

opportunity to work with the great young folks of this church and their friends. If 

you are interested in applying, please contact Rob White or the church office. 
NURSERY WORKER:  Covington Presbyter ian Church will also be hir ing a 
full time Nursery Worker for Sunday mornings during Sunday School and 
Worship Service.  If you or someone you know are interested, please contact Erin 
Johnston or the church office. 

FOOD BANK:  Please don’t forget that EVERY 

SUNDAY IS FOOD BANK SUNDAY, and br ing your  

food donations with you to church each week.  If you prefer 

to make a monetary donation, just drop your check made 

payable to CPC in the offering plate with “Food Bank” 

designated on the memo line. Each dollar you donate is equal 

to one pound of food.     
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Calling All Presbyterian Women With a Hammer : 

The Presbyterian Women (PW) is suppor ting Habitat for  

Humanity’s “Women Build” project and needs  your help.  We are 

scheduled to work at a Habitat construction site on October 29th and 

need to know how many Presbyterian Woman we can count on to 

volunteer that day.    Please contact Conie Abernathy at 246-6050 for the 

details and to sign up.   

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS: 
 

The Presbyterian Women of CPC offer two Circles which resume after a summer break every 2nd  

Tuesday of each month, and the new Fall study begins September 13th. 

 

The morning Circle, Mary/Martha, will meet at the home of Jean Carriere, 72409 Military Road in 

Covington at 9:30 a.m. 

 

The Night Circle, led by Dianne Kaack, meets in the Fellowship Hall, also on the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month at 5:30 p.m. when they begin with a light meal.   

 

 

The study this year is WHO IS JESUS?  What a Difference a Lens Makes by 

Judy Yates Siker. Each of the study’s nine lessons explores the question “Who is 

Jesus?” through a particular theological lens. The author explores the answers to 

the question through the lenses of Mark, Matthew, Luke, John, Paul, Hebrews, 

the non-canonical gospels, the Abrahamic Faiths, and contemporary cultural 

interpretations. She notes that each of us who reads the New Testament is an 

interpreter of the text, and that how we interpret depends in part on who we are. 

Join the hundreds of thousands of thoughtful Christians who will be sharing this 

study together in the coming months.  The first lesson will cover Mark 1-8.  

 

There is always room in these two groups.  The Circles are a great place for women to come and have 

fellowship, a great study and food.  If you are available during these times, contact Dianne Kaack at 

dkaack0@gmail.com or 789-1594 or Betty Badeaux at jamesbadeaux@aol.com or 892-6247. 

 

September 13th 

A special thanks to Ann Boushie for service as PW Moderator for the past 2 years and a special 

welcome to Terri Demers for volunteering to serve as the new moderator for the next 2 years!  
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CPC 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR “BLUEGRASS SUNDAY” 
FEATURING 

“Three Rivers Cooperative” 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14TH AT 10:30 AM 

FOLLOWED BY A POTLUCK LUNCH 
IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

(Please bring a dish to share) 
 

We will also recognize this year’s Wallace Carr award winner. 

 
INVITE A FRIEND TO ENJOY WORSHIP WITH 

LOTS OF WONDERFUL GOSPEL MUSIC. 

We will also have a “Blessing of the Backpacks” 
during the worship service.  Students and teachers, 

please bring your backpacks with you. 
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Lectionary Readings for the month of August, 2016 
For the week of: 

August 7: Isa. 1:1, 10-20;Ps. 50:1-8; 22-23; Heb. 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40 

August 14: Isa. 5:1-7; Ps. 80:1-2, 8-19; Heb. 11:29-12:2; Luke 12:49-56  

August 21: Jer. 1:4-10; Ps. 71:1-6; Heb. 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17 

August 28: Jer. 2:4-13; Ps. 81:1, 10-16; Heb. 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:7-14 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS:  The class meets from 9:15-10:15 in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday.  The material 

changes and is decided upon by a curriculum team within the group.  The class uses various styles of teaching 

including DVD formats,  dialogue, and inclusive conversation. The study began July 3rd, “ Book by Book - 

Revelation” is the title.  This is a DVD/discussion series led by presenters Stephen Nichols, Richard Bewes, and Paul 

Blackham.  The book of Revelation takes us to the very heart of where we find the Lord Jesus Christ sharing the 

throne with His Father, surrounded by the Holy Spirit.  This series covers the 22 chapters of Revelation and helps us 

gain a better understanding of the last book of God's Holy Word. 

 

ADULT “CONNECTIONS” CLASS:  This class uses “The Upper  Room - In Small Groups” devotional booklet.  

There is a Wednesday meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then discusses it on Sunday at 9:15am in 

the Education Building, the new Ria Warner Classroom. 

  
ADULT CLASS:  Sunday at 9:30 a.m., Rev. Zac Ritchie is teaching a class in the Pastor’s office upstairs on 
“Animate: Bible”.  This is a seven-session adult exploration of the Bible, of which several have already taken place.  
In each session the group will watch a video and share ideas with the group.  All adults are invited. 
 
WEDNESDAY ADULT STUDY:   Join us in the Fellowship Hall at 10 AM for  a mid-week time of fellowship 
and Bible study on Wednesdays.   

...but grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.   To Him be the glory, 

both now and to the day of eternity.   

2 Peter 3:18 

August 7: “Faith is Like . . .”  Genesis 15:1-6, Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

August 14:  Bluegrass Sunday 

August 21: “You Mean Me?”  Jeremiah 1:4-10, Luke 13:10-17 

August 28: “Thanklessness”  Jeremiah 2:4-13, Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.”                                         

Psalm 119:105 



Getting to Know…Staff members                                            

our church secretary, Jeanie Bazer 

 

  Jeanie is a local gal who is from an old Covington family and has lived in Covington practically all her life.  Her 

grandfather, Frank Pierre Marsolan, was Mayor of Covington in the 1930s.  He had a general store where Dependable 

Glass is now.  Her father, Norman Marsolan, owned Marsolan’s Feed & Seed Store which has been in business since the 

1940s and her brother, Harvey Marsolan, is the current owner.  Jeanie has seen many changes in Covington through the 

years. She enjoyed celebrating the Bi-Centennial in Covington in 2013, as 50 years earlier, she was in the 

Sesquicentennial Court in 1963 along with Ellen Drinkard Koepp, Lucy McLachlan Burns, Connie Kohncke Mahady, 

Sissy Gallagher Fortier, Queen Meg McLachlan Cammate, Mary Francis Bornet Dodge and Jean Claire Crawford 

Cleveland (pictured above, left).                                                                                                                                               

 Jeanie is married to Phil Bazer.  She has four adult children and he has five.  Between them they have 18 

wonderful grandchildren and three great grands.  She grew up attending Covington Presbyterian Church, went to 

Montreat as a youth, sang in the choir and was active in the Pioneer’s youth group.  She is grateful for the foundation 

received there. Jeanie has worked at Covington Presbyterian Church since 2003.  Prior to her employment at CPC, she 

worked for her family business, Marsolan Feed & Seed Store and was co-owner of Tchefuncte Feed & Seed, 

Madisonville, prior to that.  Later she worked in the antique world, employed at The Past Restored and also was self-

employed selling furniture and smalls on eBay for antique stores and individuals in Covington and the surrounding area.  

One exciting sale was Pistol Pete Maravich’s shoes.  As these were  part-time endeavors, Jeanie also worked for 

Northlake Dental Association as Executive Secretary, organizing Continuing Education events and Legislator Banquets, 

and she also created their newsletters along with other duties.  Once during the summer she worked at one of her favorite 

ministries, Lake Forest Ranch, a non-denominational Christian camp near Macon, Mississippi.                                                                                                                                

 In 2009, she published a book, “Memom’s Diary” which is about her family, the Destrehans of River Road and 

the Harveys, who were responsible for building the Harvey Canal, now the Intracoastal Canal, which expanded 

commerce through this waterway from New Orleans to Corpus Christi, Texas. There is a lot of Louisiana history 

involved in the book.  She also published a reference book that her husband, Phil Bazer, authored titled “New Orleans 

Cutlers Until the 1900s.”  Both books are in the Genealogy section of the St. Tammany Parish Library and also sold at 

the Destrehan Plantation gift shop.   She is thankful to Dick Hastings for helping her edit portions of the books.                                                                                                                              

 Jeanie enjoys Bible studies, gospel music, and gardening, especially herbs which she grows, dries, and puts up in 

jars.  She has an extensive Sheet Music collection which she sells at the Clayton House in Covington.  She likes vintage 

and antique sheet music because they are artistic, nostalgic, musical, historical and fun to frame.  She and Phil have 

chickens, Netherland Dwarf rabbits and one cat.  They enjoy sharing and eating fresh eggs and vegetables from the 

garden.  Once a year they put up pears from their flourishing pear tree.  Jeanie is thankful to be working at Covington 

Presbyterian Church,  saying the people are like family to her.   

L-R:  Jeanie’s adult children: Katy 
Smith, Noel Gauthier, (Jeanie), 
Jamie Fritscher, and Jason Appe. 

 



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH  

Let All Things Now Living 

 

 The lyrics for the hymn of the month were 

written by Katherine K. Davis (1892-1980) and the 

music is a Welch Melody called  Ash Grove.  The lyrics 

were written around 1925, but  were not published until 

1939 under the pseudonym of John Cowley. It appeared 

as an anthem text. Katherine Davis was born in St. 

Joseph, Missouri. Upon graduation from high school 

she studied at Wellesley College (BA 1914) and won 

the Billings Prize for Composition, which was named 

after the New England composer, William Billings (1746-1800). He was regarded as the first 

choral music composer in America. Following further studies at New England Conservatory of 

Music in Boston, Ms. Davis returned to Wellesley College to teach piano and music theory. Like 

other American composers in the 20th century, she studied in Paris for a time with the famous 

composition teacher and conductor Nadia Boulanger (1887-1979). The list of Boulanger’s 

students include Elliott Carter, Aaron Copeland, Philip Glass, Daniel Pinkham and Virgil 

Thomson.  

 

 During the 1920s Ms Davis taught at two schools, Concord Academy (1921-1923) and 

Shady Hill High School (1923-1930) in Philadelphia. She suffered a breakdown in her health 

and began focusing her efforts on composing, resulting in more than 800 vocal and instrumental 

compositions, including shorter pieces, operas, and cantatas. As a music educator, she edited the 

“Concord Series” of music books for E.C. Schirmer Company. Ms. Davis is best known for her 

popular Christmas song, “The Little Drummer Boy” (1941), originally known as “Carol of the 

Drum,” a song made famous by the Von Trapp Family and recorded by the Harry Simeone 

Chorale (1958). 

 

 Many of her works were for church use. Her denominational journey started with her 

upbringing as a Congregationalist, followed by affiliation with Christian Science, and finally 

becoming an Episcopalian. Her failing eyesight made it impossible for her to compose after 

1977. After her death in Littleton, Massachusetts, in 1980, her will provided that the royalties 

and fees from her compositions go to Wellesley College Music Department for the support of 

instrumental music instruction. 

 

 The first half of the first stanza is an invitation to praise God, and the second half of the 

first stanza is an affirmation of God’s guidance and protection. This theme is expanded in the 

first half of the second stanza to God’s guidance and protection. The second half of the second 

stanza returns to an invitation of praise. 

 

 The Welsh melody Ash Grove is like other Welsh harp tunes. In an 1802 

publication, the tune was called LLWY N ONN, which is the Welsh equivalent of the English 

tune name, Ash Grove. 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
12:30 

Kiwanis 
7pm Kiwanis* 

3 
10am 

Adult Bible Study* 
4 

 
 
 

   Marianne 
Perez 

5 6 
8:30  Work Day   

7 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Adult Class                                   
10:30 Worship Service                        
11:30  Coffee Hour * 

8 

 
 
 
 
 
 

         Lisa 
      Wilson 

9 
7:30am 
Kiwanis 

 

10 
10am 

Adult Bible Study* 

 
 
 
 
 

         Jae Eun Jeon 

11 12 13 
8:30  Work Day 

 
 
 
 
 

Betty 
     Badeaux  

Susie  
Tosso  

14 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Adult Class                                   
10:30 Worship Service - 
Bluegrass Sunday 
Blessing of the Backpacks                       
11:30  Coffee Hour * 
11:30  Potluck lunch 

 

15 16 
7:30am 
Kiwanis 

17 
10am 

Adult Bible Study* 
18 

3:30pm  
Food 
Bank 
Board 

Meeting* 

19 20 
8:30  Work Day   

21 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Adult Class                                   
10:30 Worship Service                        
11:30  Coffee Hour * 
 
 
           Landon Cuevas 

22 
 
 
 
       

Rachel 
     Lambert 

23 
7:30am 
Kiwanis 

24 
10am 

Adult Bible Study* 
 
 

 
 

       Jean                          
Burroughs 

25 

 
 
 
 
 

    Barbara       
Meurer 

26 
 
 
 
 

Allison 
Hnatyshyn 

27 
8:30  Work Day  

 
 
 
 
 

Eric Amick 
Patty Jeffries  

28 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Adult Class                                   
10:30 Worship Service                        
11:30  Coffee Hour * 

29 30 
7:30am 
Kiwanis 

 
 
 
 

Jean 
Carriere 

31 
10am 

Adult Bible Study* 
   

*Fellowship Hall                       Birthday(s)                        Food Bank Sunday 
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