
 
 

  SEEK.STRIVE.SHARE.SERVE. 
 

My friends,  

 

We have reached the midway point of the year. June provides many opportunities to look back and assess 

where we have been, where we are, and where we need to go. 

 

On one hand, we evaluate that the hopes we put in New Year's resolutions, the hopes we feel during Easter, the opportunities 

we sought at school, the goals we set at work, and the dreams we've had. On the other, we look forward to summer, to the next 

half of 2016, and set goals, dreams, and possibilities for the rest of the year. 

 

The business of the church is the same. Know that your church staff, your session, your deacons, and your vision team are all 

assessing, looking forward, and hoping, as well. We want you to know that those who you elect, those who you employ, and 

those who you entrust are working hard to make sure we provide ministries, worship opportunities, programs, special events, 

and offering that are #1  God-centered  #2 prayer inspired and #3 worthy of the trust you put in each of us.  

 

In next few months, you will begin to see 4 words floating around the church in various ways. Those words are seek, strive, 

share, and serve. 

 

These words are inspired by and come from the purpose statement that has been written by the vision team and reviewed and 

edited by many of you. These words each represent who we are as a church and are words that inspire the various things we do 

in the church. The definitions for each are simple but to remind us the following defines each: 

 

SEEK -     to attempt to find 

STRIVE - to try earnestly and persistently to achieve a result 

SHARE -  to provide a portion or  a whole to another  person or  entity 

SERVE -  to perform duties FOR someone else 

 

We think that each of these reflect the charges the Gospels have for us. 

 

Now, think of the various ministries of the church. Each of the ministries provided by CPC is defined by one of these 

categories. They either push us to seek, to strive, to share, or to serve because the Gospels require us to do that.  

 

In the purpose statement that was written, the vision team took into consideration the promises made in these categories as well 

as the feedback provided from focus groups. This purpose will help us to develop goals and strategies that will help us a) 

continue building on the good works begun by the ministries, programs, and staff members b) help us improve c) push us to try 

new and exciting things d) eliminate areas that don't reflect the purpose of the church. New strategies may also ask us to re-

evaluate budget items, staff positions, facilities, schedules, and other areas we might have not even have considered. 

 

Friends, it is an exciting time in the life of this congregation and it is only right that you know that we are doing our jobs. It 

may not always be at the pace that we like and the practices and results may not always be what we thought. However, we as 

the church work together to respond to God in the best way we know how. Please keep the staff, the leaders, and this church in 

your prayers as we work toward the future. 

 

The final purpose statement as approved by the CPC Vision Team 
The purpose of the congregation of Covington Presbyterian Church is to seek ways to better understand and share God’s Good 

News of salvation offered by Jesus Christ. We shall strive to be living examples of His love for our congregation as well as 

local and global communities. We share our wealth, time, talents, and faith with those in need. We serve our neighbors as 

Christ calls us to do.   

God's blessings to you all,                                                                                                  

 

Rob 

 

 

 

 

The Lamplighter 
June, 2016 

 Covington Presbyterian Church                                        



Eric Amick (recovery)                           

Leo Cardon (health) 

Dr. Wallace Carr (recovery) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer)                         

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Mary Ruth Hastings (health)                                  

Ledbetter/Boushie families (loss) 

Melba Logan (health)                                   

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health) 

Linda McLean (recovery)                            

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/Deacons 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Relationships 

Clara Rutland (recovery/knee)  

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens   

Linda Voyles (health)  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

Habitat for Humanity                        STAIR 

Family Promise                                 Covington Food Bank 

     

For the Month of  April 
 Pledges and Gifts received for the month of  

April  totaled $20,505.  For the year-to-date through  

April, Pledges & Gifts of $159,978 were over budget 

by $12,667. 

 An anonymous donation of $2,000 was given 

with a notation for it to be used toward the PA 

system.  The funds will be used toward the Sanctuary 

Sound System.  CPC appreciates this generous gift. 

 Full financial statements are available in the 

church office. 

 Thank you for your support of Covington 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

Clara Rutland 

Bookkeeper 

 

Covington Presbyterian Church,  

222 S. Jefferson Ave.,                                                               

Covington, LA  70433 

If you have a prayer request, contact Betty Badeaux: 

email: jamesbadeaux@aol.com    Phone:  892-6247 

NEW COFFEE HOUR: 

 

We will continue to have coffee available between 9am-10:30 am in the hallway of the 

education building.  However we will now start having coffee hour after church in the 

Fellowship Hall each Sunday.  

 

Come grab a cup of coffee, a good book from our library, enjoy conversation, and indulge in 

whatever snack may be available from earlier that morning. 

 

If you would like to start bringing some cookies or snacks to share, please feel free.  

       On  Wednesday, June 

29th at 6pm in the 

Fellowship Hall CPC will 

have “Bingo Night” along 

with the Wednesday Night 

Meal. 
 This will be a great 

family night with good food 

and fun, fun, fun!  Please join 

us.  Meals are $5 per person 

or $10 for the entire family. 

Happy Father’s Day to all the Fathers and 

Father figures of Covington Presbyterian Church.  

You are a blessing to our church family! 

On July 9, Dana Arthur, who previously sang with the 
choir on Palm Sunday and Easter, will present a 
concert at CPC. The admission will be $10 and 70% of 
the proceeds will be distributed evenly between the 
Children's ministry of CPC and  the Covington Food 
Bank. 



Lectionary Readings for the month of June, 2016 
For the week of: 

June 5:    1 Kings 17:8-16; Ps. 146; Gal. 1:11-24; Luke 7:11-17 

June 12:  1 Kings 21:1-10, 15-21a; Ps. 5:1-8; Gal. 2:15-21; Luke 7:36-8:3   

June 19:  1 Kings 19:1-4, 8-15a; Pss. 42 and 43; Gal. 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39 

June 26:  2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Ps. 77:1-2, 11-20; Gal. 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS:  The class meets from 9:15-10:15 in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday.  The material 
changes and is decided upon by a curriculum team within the group.  The class uses various styles of teaching 
including DVD formats,  dialogue, and inclusive conversation.  A new class began on May 29th titled “Half Truths - 
God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say” by Adam Hamilton.  This DVD 
based study explores some common phrases we have heard all our lives such as:  everything happens for a reason, 
God helps those who help themselves, “God won’t give you more than you can handle.  In this study we learn that, 
although they capture some element of truth, when compared to the wisdom found in Scripture, they are really just 
common clichés.    All are welcome to participate in this class. 

ADULT “CONNECTIONS” CLASS:  This class uses “The Upper  Room - In Small Groups” devotional booklet.  

There is a Wednesday meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then discusses it on Sunday at 9:15am in 

the Education Building, the new Ria Warner Classroom.  
ADULT CLASS:  Sunday at 9:30 a.m., Rev. Zac Ritchie is teaching a class in the Pastor’s office upstairs on 
“Animate: Bible”.  This is a seven-session adult exploration of the Bible, of which several have already taken place.  
Topics include:  Canon: Mining for the Word, History:  Parchment to Pixel, Testaments:  One Story, Two Parts, 
Gospels:  Unexpected Good News, Genre:  Rhythm of the Text, Interpretation:  Scripture Reads Us, and Grace:  Love 
Is the Bottom Line.  In each session the group will watch a video and share ideas with the group.  All adults are 
invited. 
WEDNESDAY ADULT STUDY:   Join us in the Fellowship Hall at 10 AM for  a mid-week time of fellowship 
and Bible study on Wednesdays.  We are currently offering a video series, “NOOMA”, a series of short films that 
explore our world from a perspective of Jesus. 

...but grow in the grace and knowledge 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

To Him be the glory, both now and to 

the day of eternity.   

2 Peter 3:18 

June 5:    “God Uses the Broken”  Isaiah 2:4, Jer .18:3-4, Gal. 1:11-24 

June 12:    Rev. Zac Ritchie  (Pastor  Rob on vacation) 

June 19:    Rev. Zac Ritchie  (Pastor  Rob on vacation) 

June 26   “The Fruit of the Spir it’s Not a Coconut” Gal. 5:1, 13-25 

 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.”                                         

Psalm 119:105 



On Sunday, May 22nd, 2016 the congregation of Covington Presbyterian Church celebrated The Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans with 

CPC’s Choir and the Pipes and Drums of New Orleans group.  “Kirkin’ o’ The Tartans” means “Churching of the                      

Tartans,” or “Blessing of the Tartans” which really makes the most sense if understood as a celebration and                  

thanksgiving for our heritage of faith and blessing of “clans,” or families of the church.         

 



Gear up for an adventure! 
Let’s go exploring….. 
Deep Bible Quests 
Sing and Play Rock 

KidVid Cinema 
Imagination Station & Games 

 CAVE QUEST VBS  IS HERE!!!  Monday - Thursday evenings, June 6 - 9th.                                 

Stop by to see all the amazing ‘cavey’ decorations in the Education Building and Fellowship Hall.   

Hope to see everyone there!   

STARTS MONDAY, JUNE 6TH!! 

 

 
 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ERIN JOHNSTON AND VOLUNTEERS FOR ALL THE 

WORK, THOUGHT AND LOVE PUT INTO MAKING THIS YEAR’S VBS AN                   

EXCITING ONE. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjUm43Dw47MAhUQET4KHQ4lCgQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.co.berks.pa.us%2Fdept%2Fsheriff%2Fpages%2Fkidscorner.aspx&bvm=bv.119408272,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNERyOWWN-PI7Meck7l


   Getting to Know Dick Hastings 

Left: Dick as “Unique Man” in Cross Country’s past years, Center:  Dick and Mary Ruth with their grandchildren:                     

Stro, Ford, Clark, Lee, Grant, and Mary Ella; Right:  Dick and Mary Ruth last Halloween. 

 

 
 

Dick Hastings is a native of Port Gibson, MS. He received an accounting degree from the University of Tulsa, 
where he was a member of Kappa Alpha Order.  He spent four years as a Personnel Officer in the United 
States Air Force, stationed in Austin, TX, and in Okinawa.  He was awarded the Air Force Commendation 
Medal. 
 
He then joined a bank in Memphis, TN.  The bank’s Personnel Director arranged a blind date for Dick with 
Mary Ruth Littleton, and they were married the next year (1967) at Evergreen Presbyterian Church in Mem-
phis.  He left the Episcopal Church to become a Presbyterian, and during their eleven years in Memphis, he 
was ordained as a Deacon and then as an Elder at Evergreen.  The Hastings’ children, Rachel Rebecca and 
Richard IV, were born in Memphis and baptized at Evergreen.  
 
After four years in banking in Augusta, GA, Dick joined a bank in Oklahoma City, where he retired in 1996. 
He graduated from the School for Bank Administration at the University of Wisconsin and earned the profes-
sional designations of Chartered Bank Auditor and Certified Internal Auditor.   
 
Dick and Mary Ruth have had the good fortune to spend their retirement years watching their grandchildren 
grow up, four across the street from them and two in North Carolina.  They kept toddlers while Becky taught 
school part-time. They took all six to Disney World more than once, one, two, or three at a time.  Dick took 
each of the five boys on week-long trips to Washington, DC.    
 
Dick served as Scoutmaster of Boy Scout troops in Georgia and Oklahoma, and he led a crew to Philmont 
Scout Ranch. He and Mary Ruth and Becky were PTA volunteers at Abita Elementary and Middle Schools, 
and Dick trained PTA treasurers at PTA annual district events. He drove the Abita Elementary principal in 
their 1966 Mustang convertible leading the school’s Mardi Gras parade for several years.  He helped Mary 
Ruth cook for two youth ski trips to Colorado and two adult mission trips to Mexico.  He served as Pastor 
Nominating Committee chair at two churches and as church treasurer at one.   He worked part-time at CPC as 
Financial Secretary for fifteen years.  During part of that time, he also served as Treasurer of the Presbytery of 
South Louisiana.   
 
At present, Dick’s volunteer activities at CPC include proofreading the weekly worship bulletin and monthly 
newsletter, occasionally leading the Sunday Bible Study in Fellowship Hall, and serving as liturgist.  He is 
also a tutor in STAIR (Start the Adventure in Reading).       



PURPOSE STATEMENT: 
 "The Purpose of the youth group at Covington Presbyterian Church is to 

develop friendships in a friendly safe faith-filled environment through fellowship and 

relatable Bible studies, to experience positive examples from leaders, and to be 

inclusive and open to everyone's thoughts and ideas all while glorifying God." 

The high school and junior high/middle school groups (6-8th grade) are divided into 

two groups. 

 

 
 

 

 

THE COVINGTON FOOD BANK: 
 
     In anticipation of children being out of 
school this summer, The Food Bank has 
requested some of the following food items 
for their “summer stock” program:  fruit 
cups, dried fruit pouches, fruit jello cups, 
fruit juice boxes, fruit roll-ups, crackers, 
trail mix, granola bars, cereal bars, peanut 
butter, nuts, etc.   Please see the complete 
list of requested food items listed (right).  
     Please remember that EVERY SUNDAY 
IS FOOD BANK SUNDAY, and don’t 
forget to bring your food donations with you 
each week.  If you prefer to make a 
monetary donation, just drop your check 
made payable to CPC in the offering plate 
with “Food Bank” designated on the memo 
line. Each dollar you donate is equal to one 
pound of food.     

SUMMER STOCK - MOST NEEDED ITEMS 

For more information, go to covingtonfoodbank.org.                                                         

Snacks 

-Crackers 

-Trail Mix 

-Granola Bars 

-Fig Newtons 

-Cereal Bars 

-Goldfish 

Crackers 

-Pretzels 

-Lance Crackers (With Filling) 

Protein 

-Nuts (Individual Bags) 

-Tuna or Canned Chicken                                                                         

(Single Serving Cans) 

-Beef Jerky 

-Peanut Butter 

 

THANK YOU!! 

Fruit 

-Fruit Cups 

-Dried Fruit Pouches 

-Fruited Jello Cups 

-Fruit Juice Boxes 

-Fruit Roll Ups/Bars 

 On Sunday afternoon, May 29th the Youth Group had a great time at Safari 

Quest in Hammond, La.  Below is a picture of the  adventurous group. 



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH  

 

PEACE LIKE A RIVER 

 
 The hymn of the month is Peace Like a River.  The composer of the music and text is not known. 

It is believed to be an African American spiritual. The water images in the text offers reminders of one’s 

Christian baptism. The promise of “peace like a river” is twice mentioned in Isaiah (48:18 and 66:12) as 

a blessing that comes from doing God’s will: 

 

Isaiah 48:18 

“If only you had paid attention to my commands, 

your peace would have been like a river, 

your righteousness like the waves of the sea.” 

 

Isaiah 66:12 

For this is what the Lord says: 

“I will extend peace to her like a river, 

and the wealth of nations like a flooding stream; 

you will nurse and be carried on her arm and dangled on her knees.” 

 

 When one sings this hymn, one has a feeling of peace, hope and joy and a need 

to remember the words. 

 

“I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river, 

I’ve got peace like a river in my soul; 

I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river, 

I’ve got peace like a river in my soul. 

 

I’ve got love like an ocean, I’ve got love like an ocean, 

I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul; 

I’ve got love like an ocean, I’ve got love like an ocean, 

I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul. 

 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, I’ve got joy like a fountain, 

I’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul;  

I’ve got joy like a fountain, I’ve got joy like a fountain, 

I’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 

 
 
 

6pm Rehearsal 

4 
8:30  Work Day 

 
6pm Wedding 

5 
 

9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Adult Class  

10:30 Worship Service                        

6 7 8 
 
 
    
 
 

Clark Lambert 

9 10 

 
                 Riley                                                         

         Hnatyshyn 

11 
 

8:30  Work Day 

12 
 

9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Adult Class  

10:30 Worship Service   
 
 

             
             Miles Johnston                      

13 14 15 
 
 
 
 
 

            
           
 
          Jennie Fonseca 

16 

 
 

17 18 
8:30  Work Day 

19 
 

9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Adult Class                     
10:30 Worship Service                        

20 21 22 
 
 
 
 
 

Bobbie Abel 

23 
3:30 Food 
Bank Board 
Meeting * 

24 

 
     Jo Ellen 

          Rodrigue 
Levi  

    Ritchie 
 
 

25 
8:30  Work Day 

26 
 

9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Adult Class  

10:30 Worship Service                        

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Mitch 
               Bilbe 

28 29 
 
 
 
                                                         

6pm BINGO NIGHT* 

30  

 
 
 
 
 

       Donna 
    Crowe 

       Nathan 
          Edwards 

  

Pastor Rob White on vacation this week 

Pastor Rob White on vacation this week 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JUNE 6-9 

5PM (Dinner) 5:30 - 7:30PM (Program) 

COVINGTON 

PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH ~ 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

*Fellowship Hall          Every Sunday is Food Bank Sunday    Happy Birthday 

5:30pm 

5:30pm 

5:30pm 

5:30pm 

5:30pm 

&                 

DINNER 


