
 

 

 

State of the commUNION 
 

 Each year, President Obama and all of those who have come before him have appeared 

before the gathered body of the legislature, the judicial branch, and other leaders to deliver a State 

of the Union: a view into the past, an appreciation of the present, and the hopes moving forward. 

Today, I hope to deliver a state of the communion/church. In 2016, the session and I agreed that 

the best way to get anything done correctly is by being as transparent as possible about the way in 

which we arrive at decisions. 

 

 As of February of this year, we have 189 members. We have 250 active participants in the life of the church 

(children included). Since 2013, we have gained 62 new members to the church. Our worship attendance rose a little in 

2015 and has gradually risen 40% (including holidays) since 2013. We have 21 children under the age of 5, up from 4 in 

2013. We have 44 children under the age of 12. 

 

 Our programs include 4 adult Sunday school classes (which is up from 1 in 2013), 2 separate youth groups, 3 

weekly children classes, a choir, 2 monthly women's circles, 3 consistent small groups gatherings, and 1 worship service. 

Our special events include a monthly potluck, an every-other-month Wednesday program, a Vacation Bible School, an 

annual picnic (to be held on March 19 this year), a “Kirkin of the Tartans”, a Christmas program, a children's Christmas 

program, “Trunk or Treat”, a Bluegrass service, and other events that pop up each year. 

  

 As you see, we are trying to provide programming to coincide with the growth of the church. Also, some of you 

may ask, where are the 250 people because you don't necessarily see them each Sunday. I encourage you to take into a 

consideration a month of Sunday's and begin to notice the different faces that are with you each week. However, I would 

then encourage you to pop over next door and look at the number of children who are in our nursery area and Cross 

Country areas. We are a growing church in all the right places!  You can also look in recent newsletters and see that our 

giving is up and, therefore, our budget is up.  

 

 However, we have to ask ourselves if our facilities, our programs, our staff, our spending, our governance, our 

committees, and the product we put forward are all appropriate for this size church and a church in the 21st century.  

Luckily, I am not alone in recognizing the need to adapt and reform. Last year the church nominated a visioning team to 

help us look at where we are, where we were, and where we can be. With growth, comes the need to do things 

differently. However, before we can begin to look at the matters I mentioned earlier, we first need to help focus the 

purpose of the church. So, over the next few weeks, our team will be asking you to attend one session in which we can 

present our purpose statement to you. Once these groups are over, we will take into consideration your comments and 

reimagine the purpose if we need to. 

  

 From there, we will create goals and from the goals, we will suggest strategies that will help our church honestly 

move into the future.  

 

 Our hope is that this process will help the church look honestly at ourselves. However, we cannot do this without 

you. Your voice, your eyes, and your participation is needed. So please come, please be honest, and please help us move 

forward. 

       Rob 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lamplighter 
March, 2016 

Covington Presbyterian Church                                        



Eric Amick (recovery)                           

Leo Cardon (health) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer)                        

Family of  Grant Cox (loss) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/

Deacons 

Rev. Bob & Julia Ledbetter                  

Melba Logan (health)                                   

 

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health) 

Linda McLean (recovery)                            

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Relationships  

Henry Sevier (health) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens  

Daniel Vanek (recovery) 

Linda Voyles (health) 

Vision Team  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

 

Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

Habitat for Humanity                                       STAIR 

Operation Christmas Child                      Family Promise 

Covington Food Bank 

For the Month of  January 
 

Pledges and Gifts of $96,514 were received in January.  
For the year-to-date through January, Pledges and Gifts 

are under budget by $16. 
 

Full financial statements are available in the church 
office. 

 
Thank you for your support of Covington Presbyterian 

Church. 
 

Clara Rutland 
Bookkeeper 

 

Covington Presbyterian Church,  

222 S. Jefferson Ave.,                                                               

Covington, LA  70433 

If you have a prayer request, contact Betty Badeaux: 

email: jamesbadeaux@aol.com    Phone:  892-6247 

On Sunday, February 14, new members joined Covington Presbyterian Church.  Pictured left are Larry and Jana Leguin and right are the 

Dunnavant family, Phillip, Bridget and children, Allie Ruth, Anna Kate, and James.   The infant, James Timothy Clem Dunnavant, was 

also baptized during the service.  We hope you will take the opportunity to extend a warm welcome to our new members. 



Lectionary Readings for the month of March, 2016 
For the week of: 

March 5:    Josh. 5:9-12; Ps. 32:2; 2 Cor. 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

March 13:  Isa. 43:16-21; Ps. 126; Phil. 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8 

March 20:  Passion/Palm Sunday:  (Palms:)  Luke 19:28-40; Ps. 118:1-2, 19-29 

                    (Passion:)  Isa. 50:4-9a; Ps. 31:9-16; Phil. 2:5-11; Luke 22:14-23:56 or  Luke 23:1-49 

March 27:  Easter:     Acts 10:34-43 or Isa. 65:17-25; Ps. 118:1-2; 14-24; 1 Cor. 15:19-26 or  

             Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS:  The class meets from 9:15-10:15 in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday.  The material 
changes and is decided upon by a curriculum team within the group.  The class uses various styles of teaching 

including DVD formats,  dialogue, and inclusive conversation.  For the month of March the study is “Recognizing 
God's Grace by Louis B. Weeks. It is part of a series entitled:  Being Reformed - Faith Seeking 
Understanding. It is a six week study which will continue through March 13. This series uses Scripture, 
history, theology and practical life examples as we study grace in the Bible, throughout Christian history 
and through Reformed understandings. 

 ADULT “CONNECTIONS” CLASS:  This class uses “The Upper  Room - In Small Groups” devotional booklet.  

There is a Wednesday meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then discusses it on Sunday at 9:15am in 

the Education Building, the new Ria Warner Classroom.  
ADULT CLASS:  Rev. Zac Ritchie leads a class about the book of Matthew in the Pastor ’s office from 9:30-
10:20 a.m. on Sunday.  The  class is open to all and will investigate this important book of Scripture as well as help to 
build friendships and strengthen spiritual relationships.  
MEMBERSHIP 101 CLASS:  Rev. Rob will continue to present the Membership 101 class at 9:30 a.m. in the 
church office.  This is a series about what it means to be a Christian, a Presbyterian, and a member of this church.  
This class is designed for current members, new members, and interested members.  No matter where you are on your 
journey of faith, please join us.                                                      
WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY:    The class is taking a break at this time.  Please look for announcements as to 
when the class will resume.     

...but grow in the grace and knowledge 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

To Him be the glory, both now and to 

the day of eternity.   

2 Peter 3:18 

March 6:     “Lost OR Found”  Luke 15:1-32 

March 13:   “Not Your  Typical God”  Isaiah 43:16-21, John 12:1-8 

March 20:   “Hosanna?”  Luke 19:28-48 

March 27:   “I Have Seen the Lord” John 20:1-18 

 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet                                             

and a light unto my path.”                                         

Psalm 119:105 

 
CALL FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATING SENIORS:                                                    

Do you have a High School Graduating Senior?  We would 

like to know!  If so, please contact either Puddin Hawkins 

(635-8316) or the church office (892-4821). 



Getting to Know . . . 

The Lamberts . . .                                   

Dalton, Rachel, and their four sons, 

Grant, Clark, Ford, and Lee. 

 Dalton grew up in River Ridge, Louisiana, and Rachel in Memphis, TN, Augusta, GA, and went to high school in 

Edmond Oklahoma.  Even though they were at LSU at different times, eventually their paths crossed and it was not long 

before they were married by Rachel’s Youth Minister who flew in for their New Orleans ceremony.  This October they will 

celebrate their 25th wedding anniversary.  In 1992 they bought an old fixer-upper cottage in Abita Springs and have been 

working on it ever since!   They joined Covington Presbyterian Church in 1994.  

 

 Their four sons, Grant, 20, at ULL, Clark, 18, at LSU, Ford, 17, a junior at Fontainebleau High School , and Lee, 

15, a sophomore at Fontainebleau High School keep things lively!  All were baptized and confirmed at CPC and have 

moved along the ranks from the nursery to Sunday School and beyond and had the benefit of a congregation of extremely 

patient and loving people who have helped them grow in their faith.  Dalton and Rachel moved along with 

them,  participating in church-sponsored parenting classes and being involved in Children’s and Youth Programs of our 

church, and making some friends they would never have known if they hadn’t met at church.    

 

 Rachel has also been a part of CPC’s Presbyterian Women’s ministry over the years, participating in Bible Studies, 

Retreats and women’s gatherings and served on the PNC.  Dalton has served as an Deacon as well as a member of the 

Finance Committee.  Both enjoy the beautiful atmosphere of our church, from the warm woodwork and colorful stained 

glass to the way CPC has had something to offer their family as it has grown through the years.   



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH  

“I Danced in the Morning or Lord of the Dance” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The hymn of the month is I Danced in the Morning or Lord of the Dance. It was written by 

English songwriter Sydney Carter in 1963. The tune was borrowed from the American Shaker 

song Simple Gifts. It is a 20th century ballad telling the life of Christ and similar to the pre-

Reformation carol Tomorrow shall be my dancing day. Sidney Carter wrote: 

 

  “I see Christ as the incarnation of the piper who is calling us. Whether 

    Jesus ever leaped in Galilee to the rhythm of a pipe or drum I do not  

    know. We are told that David danced (and as an act of worship too),  

    so it is not impossible. The fact that many Christians have regarded 

    dancing as a bit ungodly (in a church, at any rate) does not mean that 

    Jesus did. 

 

    The Shakers didn’t. This sect flourished in the United States in the 

    19th century, but the first Shakers came from Manchester in England,  

                          where they were sometimes called the ‘Shaking Quakers’. They came 

    to America in 1774, under the leadership of Mother Anne. 

 

    They established celibate communities – men at one end, women at 

    the other; though they met for work and worship. Dancing, for them,  

    was a spiritual activity. They also made furniture of a functional, 

    lyrical simplicity. Even the cloaks and bonnets that the women wore  

    were distinctly stylish, in a sober and forbidding way. 

 

    Their hymns were odd, but sometimes of great beauty: from one of 

    these (Simple Gifts) I adapted this melody.” 

 

 “Music is God’s little reminder that there’s something else besides us in this universe, a 

harmonic connection between all living beings, everywhere, even the stars.” Robin Williams, 

quoted in the Pagosa Springs, Colorado Sun 



EARTH FEST:  As we have done in the past, CPC friends can get together after church for lunch 

at the Abita Earth Fest from 12-4 on Sunday, March 13.  Entry to the festival is free, there is go-

ing to be fun music and even a Cajun dance lesson! 



All CPC ladies and friends, please mark your calendar for the Spring 
Gathering, Tea Party and Birthday Offering.  This event takes place on 
Saturday, May 14, 2016 in the Fellowship Hall from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.   
 
There will be two types of Hot Tea as well as pink lemonade.  The menu will 
consist of biscuits, scones, jelly/jam, lemon curd, clotted cream to go with the 
tea.  The ladies will dine on a variety of finger sandwiches and will top it off 
with several delicious desserts to choose from.   If you need a sitter,  please let 
Bonnie Mermilliod or Josie Dykes know in advance. 
 
During the Spring Gathering, we will have a birthday offering.  The Birthday 
Offering has long been a tradition of Presbyterian Women and is celebrated 
each May. It has provided and continues to provide much-needed financial 
assistance to numerous worthwhile programs not included in ongoing General 
Assembly mission support.  
 
Each year, domestic and international projects are carefully and prayerfully 
selected by the Creative Ministries Offering Committee to help meet a crucial 
need. Forty percent (40%) of this offering is used to support hospitals and 
community health programs that place priority in helping the most needy 
members of God's community. The remaining sixty percent (60%) is used for 
new creative ideas for mission, undesignated in advance. 

Saturday, May 14                      

2-4 p.m. - Fellowship Hall 

All Ladies                            

Spring Gathering 

and Tea Party 



Above is a picture from February 22nd STAIR tutoring session at Covington Elementary.  Five 

owners of dogs in the "Love on a Leash" program brought their dogs, and the seven STAIR 

students took turns reading to them.  This photo is of Dick Hasting’s student Braden, reading to 

one of the dogs .  Dick is pictured below (left) standing behind the group. 

             “LOVE ON A LEASH” 

The two pictures above were sent by Cindy Manger who said their (Cindy’s and Dick Hastings’) students LOVED reading to the dogs!  It 

was a fabulous day. 



EASTER CANDY NEEDED:  The Easter Egg Hunt 
will take place on March 19th so we will begin 
collecting candy to have handy in preparing the 
plastic Easter eggs.  If anyone would like to donate or 
help, please contact Erin Johnston at the church 
office or via email at: speedyllama@hotmail.com.                                                               
 

Thank you! 

 



VBS Supplies Needed:                          

                                                                                                          
We are starting to gather supplies! 

 

1. Great Stuff Spray Foam Insulation (found at Home               
Depot—like the can Jason is holding in the picture) 
2. Paper Towel rolls, wrapping paper rolls, foil rolls, etc. 
(See Jason’s picture again) 
3. Brown Craft paper 
4. Brown Paper Bags 
 
All of these items will be used to transform the church 
into a giant cave!  Thank you! 

Mark your  
calendars! 
June 6-9 

Gear up for an adventure! 
Let’s go exploring….. 
Deep Bible Quests 
Sing and Play Rock 

KidVid Cinema 
Imagination Station & Games 

Adults & Teens: 
We will need your help!  

Set decorations 
Crew leaders 
Tech crew 

And much more! 



Purpose Statement: 
Recently the youth group and parents met and wrote this 

purpose for the youth group: 

"The Purpose of the youth group at Covington Presbyterian 

Church is to develop friendships in a friendly safe faith-filled 

environment through fellowship and relatable Bible studies, to 

experience positive examples from leaders, and to be 

inclusive and open to everyone's thoughts and ideas all while 

glorifying God." 

 

Schedule Change: 
As part of that meeting, it was decided to divide the high school and junior high/middle school groups 

(6-8th grade) into two groups. 

High School Students will meet on the 2nd and 4th weeks that start with Sunday of each month  

Junior High Students will meet on the 1st and 3rd weeks that start with Sunday of each month 

(usually on Sundays).  The activities will vary. 
 

March Schedule 
Sunday, March 6 after church:- Junior High Youth  will gather for lunch at Mellow Mushroom.                                  

Expected cost-$10 

Wednesday, March 17: High School Youth  will gather at  P J’s Coffee in Mandeville at 5 p.m. for 

Bible study and discussion 

Saturday, March 19:  ALL YOUTH are encouraged to come to the Church Wide Picnic at the church  

Thursday, March 24:ALL YOUTH are encouraged to come to the Maundy Thursday service in the 

sanctuary 

Sunday March 27:  Easter - No Youth 
 

Sunday April 3- Rob out of town 

Saturday, April 9 - The youth group will be going to watch the New Orleans Pelicans play the 

Phoenix Suns.  More details coming soon. 
 

 

 

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A                                

DELICIOUS MEAL AND TAKE 

A BREAK FROM COOKING! 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9TH 

CPC FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

WE WILL HAVE A                

SPEAKER FROM                           

HABITAT FROM HUMANITY                            

ACQUAINT US WITH THIS 

COMMUNITY MINISTRY. 

 

http://sttammany.habitatrestores.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the last few months, our vision team has been working on a purpose statement for our church. 
That purpose statement will allow us to then develop goals and then strategies for the future of our 
church. 
 
The process includes: 
1) Writing a purpose statement after a leadership retreat. 
2) Presenting that purpose statement to the members of the church in FOCUS GROUPS 
3) Developing goals after the focus groups are finished. 
4)  Breaking the goals into strategies for the future of CPC 
  
We will be presenting that purpose statement to each of you in the form of focus groups. We ask that 
each of you sign up to be at one of our focus groups; details are on the reverse side of this insert.  In 
each group, you will be presented the purpose statement; you can ask questions, provide insight and 
suggestions, and be on the same page as this team of volunteers. 
 
If you missed getting a sign up sheet, please see Rob.  
 
Your voice and eyes are very important in this process. 
 
FOCUS GROUP SCHEDULE: 
 
Wednesday March 2 @ 1 pm: (15 people max) 
Dalton and Rachel Lambert’s residence: 
22020 3rd St. 
Abita Springs, La. 70420  Phone: 898-0312 
 
Sunday March 13 after worship (no max)  - Fellowship Hall 
 
Wednesday March 16 @ 5:30 pm: (15 people max)  
Conie Abernathy's residence: 
323 W. 19th Ave. 
Covington, LA  70433  Phone: 246-6050 
 
Sunday March 20 after worship (no max)  - Fellowship Hall 
  
Wednesday March 23 time @ 6pm (15 people max) 
Peter and Lisa Wilson’s residence : 
507 W. 20th Ave. 
Covington, LA  70433  Phone:  892-6181 



BULLETIN COVERS:  During this Lenten season we are enjoying the artwork of friends and members 
in this congregation.  We look forward to more covers in next month’s “Lamplighter.” 

 

The artist for 2/28/16 is Rachel Lambert.  Her 
watercolor art is based on the parable of the barren fig 
branch; the three branches representing the first three 
years in the parable and the fourth branch as the extra 
year granted. 

February 21, 2016’s bulletin cover is by Ruby Kelsey, 

depicting the verse from Luke 13:31-35,  Jesus’ sorrow 

over Jerusalem.  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill 

the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have 

longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers 

her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!” 

This February 14th bulletin’s creative cover is by 

Georgia Boushie, based on Luke 4:1-13, regarding the 

temptation of Jesus. 

Ash Wednesday’s lovely cover was created by Ann 

Harper which was part of the inspiration for Pastor 

Rob’s message,  “Persistent Humanity.” 



   

Service in the Sanctuary at 6 PM 

February 10, 2016 

Service in the Sanctuary at 6 PM 

March 24, 2016 

Sanctuary open all day 

March 25 for prayer 
 

 

Palm Sunday Worship Service 

10:30 AM, March 20 in the Sanctuary 

 

Easter Sunday Worship Service, 

March 27 at 10:30 AM                                                       

in the Sanctuary 

March 19, 2016 

Easter Egg Hunt, Potluck Picnic, 

Bounce House, Games & fun!                   

Time: To be announced 

 

     The Easter season is upon us!  We will have our annual lilies decorating 

the sanctuary during the Easter season.   CPC members and friends will 

have an opportunity to order the flowers for $10.00 each.  You may 

dedicate a memorial or honor someone through this beautiful floral 

presentation.  Your lilies will add to the charm of our lovely church for the 

season that we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord in worship.   

  

     You will find the order form in upcoming worship bulletins.  Please fill 

out the form and place your orders early.  You may drop them in the 

offering plate or bring by the office.  You are encouraged to take home 

your lilies after worship on Easter Sunday.  

  

Order deadline: Thursday, March 17th. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     Leo Cardon 
 

2 
1pm Focus Group 
at Lambert’s                 
residence 
5:30 
 
 
        Mary Jane 
        McCoy                                                                                                      

3 
6pm 
High 
School 
Youth– 
meet at  
PJ’s 

4 

 
 

 

 

 

     Jennifer 
     Wirtz 

5 

 

8-11am 

6 9:15    Adult Classes                      

9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class (upstairs) 
9:30 Membership 101-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:45 Youth- Mellow Mush-
room 
Alicia Lemonier 

7 

 
 
 
   Rebekka  
   Amick 
   Beth 
   Cardon 

8 9 
10am Adult Bible 
Study 
5:30 
 
 
6pm Wednesday 
Night Meal 
 

10 
6pm 
High 
School 
Youth– 
meet at  
PJ’s 

11 12 
8-11am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      Ann Harper 

13 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Membership 101-Office 
9:30 Adult Class-upstairs 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30 Focus Group* 

14 

 

 

 
       
   Dick 
   Hastings 

15 16 
5:30 
5:30 Focus Group 
Conie Abernathy’s 
residence. 
 
 

174pm 

CFB 
Board* 
5pm 
High 
School 
Youth 
meet 
atPJ’s 

18 19 

 
Church Picnic/Easter 
Egg Hunt/Chili/
Gumbo  Cook-off * 
       
    
     Mandy Anderson 

20 Palm Sunday 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Upstairs 
9:30 Membership 101-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30 Focus Group* 

21 22 23 
 
5:30 
 
6pm Focus Group- 
Wilson’s residence 

24 
 

6pm 

Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 
 
      Regina 
      Taft 

25 

Good                 

Friday . . . 

Sanctuary 

Open all day 

26  8-11am 

27 Easter Sunday 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Upstairs 
9:30 Membership 101-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  

28 

 

 
       
 
 
 
      
    Carol 
     Lapari 

29 30 
10am Adult Bible 
Study 
5:30 

31 
6pm 
High 
School 
Youth– 
meet at  
PJ’s 

  

 

 *Fellowship Hall            Birthday Food Bank     Communion 


