
 

 

  

 I have been the pastor of Covington Presbyterian Church now for almost 3.5 years and if 

there is one thing I can say we have done right, it is directing more attention to the children of our 

community. From giving raises to our nursery workers to hiring a 4th children's employee to having 

more baptisms of children than funerals in 2 years to having an ever increasing number of young 

folks to electing a youth elder; our children are not our future but our present. It has been my joy 

and privilege to work with Erin Johnston who not only picked up the reigns of previous children's 

directors but reinvented the entire program to be bigger and better than ever before. I am proud of 

Erin and the work she has done. So for April, Erin has been given the front page of the newsletter. 

     

      Enjoy-Rob 

 

 

       
 

 

 

 
  

 

 What do you want to be when you grow up? This is a question that a child is asked frequently. A fire fighter! A doctor! An 

artist! A paleontologist! The answers are as big a child’s imagination. As for me, I was convinced I was going to go in to forestry. 

Who doesn’t want to hang out among the trees all day? Clearly that didn’t pan out. Did I ever think I would be a children’s director? 

Nope! This goes to show that God’s plan doesn’t always match our plan. Thankfully His plan has given me the opportunity to work 

with these amazing children that I like to call my “tiny humans.” 

 

 In the few years that we have been members here at Covington Presbyterian, I have seen each division of the children’s 

program grow and flourish. When you peek into the nursery, you’ll see Christina and Tiffany playing with our babies and toddlers. 

Take a walk by the First Look room and you’ll see Skye teaching the Pre-K and K children. Head upstairs and you’ll witness endless 

energy from our 1st-5th graders.  

 

 What is the best thing about children’s ministry? It benefits everyone in the church! As young children, we have the 

opportunity to teach them about Jesus and help them grow in their faith. It helps families become connected to the church while 

sharing meaningful experiences together. The church gets to witness their joy and excitement each week. They have such a pure, 

complete, and simple faith in God. This reminds us that our relationship with God should be the same.  

 

 There are few ministry opportunities that allow you to impact the future in such a direct way. Think about your experience 

as a child in church. What do you remember? Will our children remember every Sunday lesson we taught them? Probably not. 

However, my hope is that they will always remember that Jesus loves them. As adults, I want them to be  able to look back and 

remember that this church loved and supported them. 

 

 Children’s ministry is a fun and rewarding chance to make a lasting impact on children and their families. Our biggest 

children’s event each summer is VBS. In June, we will be going on an over the top underground adventure called Cave Quest! We 

need your help to make this an event that the children will love. We have many volunteer opportunities, both in front of the children 

or behind the scenes. Please consider helping out with this exciting event! 

 

 Finally, thank you Covington Presbyterian for giving me the opportunity to work with our wonderful children. This saying is 

so true….“While we try to teach our children all about life, our children teach us what life is all about.” 

 

       Erin 

 

 

 

 

The Lamplighter 
April, 2016 

Covington Presbyterian Church                                        



Eric Amick (recovery)                           

Leo Cardon (health) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer)                         

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Family of Fern Grantham (loss) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/

Deacons 

Flood Victims 

Melba Logan (health)                                   

 

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health) 

Linda McLean (recovery)                            

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Relationships  

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens  

Daniel Vanek (recovery) 

Linda Voyles (health) 

Vision Team  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

 

 

Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

Habitat for Humanity                                       STAIR 

Operation Christmas Child                      Family Promise 

Covington Food Bank 

For the Month of  February 
 

 Pledges and Gifts received for the month of 

February  totaled $24,981.  For the year-to-date 

through  February, Pledges & Gifts of $121,495 were 

over budget by $8,038. 

 

 Full financial statements are available in the 

church office. 

 

 Thank you for your support of Covington 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

Clara Rutland 

Bookkeeper 

 

Covington Presbyterian Church,  

222 S. Jefferson Ave.,                                                               

Covington, LA  70433 

If you have a prayer request, contact Betty Badeaux: 

email: jamesbadeaux@aol.com    Phone:  892-6247 

This picture was taken while the children’s message was given during  the Easter worship service.   Thanks to Jack McLean for sharing 

this picture with us. 



Lectionary Readings for the month of April, 2016 
For the week of: 

April 3:   Acts 5:27-32; Ps. 118:14-29; Rev. 1:4-8; John 20:19-31 

April 10: Acts 9:1-6; Ps. 30; Rev. 5:11-14; John 21:1-19 

April 17: Acts 9:36-43; Rev. 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 

April 24: Acts 11:1-18; Ps. 148; Rev. 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS:  The class meets from 9:15-10:15 in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday.  The material 
changes and is decided upon by a curriculum team within the group.  The class uses various styles of teaching 

including DVD formats,  dialogue, and inclusive conversation.  For the next few months, the class is watching a 
video and participating in a group discussion series entitled “Book by Book:  Old Testament.”  Study of the book of 
Proverbs will continue through the Spring.  All are welcome to participate in this class. 

ADULT “CONNECTIONS” CLASS:  This class uses “The Upper  Room - In Small Groups” devotional booklet.  

There is a Wednesday meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then discusses it on Sunday at 9:15am in 

the Education Building, the new Ria Warner Classroom.  
ADULT CLASS:  Rev. Zac Ritchie leads a class about the book of Matthew in the Pastor ’s office from 9:30-
10:20 a.m. on Sunday.  The  class is open to all and will investigate this important book of Scripture as well as help to 
build friendships and strengthen spiritual relationships.  

...but grow in the grace and knowledge 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

To Him be the glory, both now and to 

the day of eternity.   

2 Peter 3:18 

April 3:   “Standing Before the Authority”  Rev. Jeffrey L. Sims           

April 10:  “When Jesus Shows Up”  John 21:1-19, Acts 9:1-20 

April 17:  “That Voice”  Psalm 23, John 10:22-30 

April 24:  “Disciples”  John 13:31-35 

 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.”                                         

Psalm 119:105 



Above:  Brother and sister, Liam and 

Adalyn White are all dressed up and 

waiting for the Palm Sunday Processional to 

begin. 

Left:  On Palm Sunday the children carried 

palms in a processional into the Sanctuary 

to the music of “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna.” 



Caleb Amick found the golden egg. 

Congratulations to Caleb! 
 

 

The children were working on the Jelly Bean prayer and showing off their bracelets. 



Thank you to Erin Johnston and all the 

volunteers who helped make the 

combined Easter Egg Hunt and Family 

Picnic-Chili/Gumbo Cook Off event a big 

success.  A little rain did not stop the 

folks from having a good time. Thank 

you, Gordon Mellencamp, for providing 

these “action pictures.” 



Louisiana Shrimp, Crab, and Crawfish Gumbo 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients 
1 cup of flour      I cup of canola oil 

3 cups of fresh Louisiana seasoning blend (onions, bell peppers, celery, garlic, parsley) 

1 bottle (12oz) Abita Amber    2 quarts of broth (chicken) 

1 tablespoon of crab boil (liquid)   1 ½ teaspoons cayenne pepper 

3 tablespoons of Tony’s creole seasoning  1 teaspoon thyme 

1 teaspoon dried parsley    2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce 

12 drops of Louisiana hot sauce   1 pound of frozen okra 

1 can of diced tomatoes with garlic and onion 1 pound of lump crabmeat 

2 pounds of shrimp, peeled and deveined  1 pound of crawfish 

 

Instructions 
Make roux by heating oil in cast iron skillet, then slowly stir in flour. Continue stirring 

until mixture is color of peanut butter.  

Add the fresh seasoning blend of veggies. Continue stirring to prevent roux from 

sticking and scorching. Cook until onions are clear and vegetables are soft. Then add 

bottle of beer to mixture. 

Transfer mixture to large stock pot. Add 2 quarts of broth.  

Begin bringing to boil while adding Worcestershire, crab boil, and all the seasoning.  

Once boiling, add okra. Continue to cook for about 5 minutes. Then add seafood. 

Continue to cook until shrimp are pink. 

Can either continue to simmer on low heat or transfer to crock pot to continue cooking on 

low heat. 

Serve over brown rice. 

The Winning Recipe of the Chili/Gumbo Cook-Off 

By Rebekka Amick 



VBS Supplies Needed:                          

                                                                                                          
We are starting to gather supplies! 

 

1. Great Stuff Spray Foam Insulation (found at Home               
Depot—like the can Jason is holding in the picture) 
2. Paper Towel rolls, wrapping paper rolls, foil rolls, etc. 
(See Jason’s picture again) 
3. Brown Craft paper 
4. Brown Paper Bags 
 
All of these items will be used to transform the church 
into a giant cave!  Thank you! 

Mark your  
calendars! 
June 6-9 

Gear up for an adventure! 
Let’s go exploring….. 
Deep Bible Quests 
Sing and Play Rock 

KidVid Cinema 
Imagination Station & 

Games 

Adults & Teens: 
We will need your help!  

Set decorations 
Crew leaders 
Tech crew 

And much more! 



Getting to Know . . . 

Bobbie Willard.  Bobbie is a great 

encourager and a person who clearly 

loves the Lord, and His people and this 

church. 

 

Written by Bobbie Willard’s daughter, Cynthia Waters . . .  

 

 Three things are and always have been the focus of my mom’s life... God, family, and ballet.   

 

 She grew up in New Orleans, attending St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church (SCAPC) from the age of 3.  

She began ballet class at 2 ½ , teaching at 16.  Married in 1955 she lived in Missouri, starting a ballet school and 

growing her family to four with the addition of two daughters, my sister and me (Debbe Bollinger and Cynthia Waters), 

two granddaughters and one great-granddaughter, Pacey.  

  

 Returning home in 1962, she returned to SCPC, teaching Sunday School, teaching ballet and performing in 

Operas, Balls, and numerous other celebrations.  In 1985 she moved to the Northshore with her second husband.  She 

briefly retired from ballet, enjoying life on the Kiwi Farm.  She loved having the farm with horses , a large contingency 

of feral cats and at one point, 10 dogs to welcome her home.   She also taught horseback riding while living in 

Monterey, TN. 

 

 Ballet called her back and in 1987 she opened a ballet school on 190 in a building that formally was a church.  

It was there that she first heard of and came to Covington Presbyterian Church.  She joined the church in the early 90’s 

after Bill Stephens became the minister.  She became known as the ringer of the bell.  She didn’t stop 

that job until two years ago when she broke her leg. 

 

  Mom now lives in Abita Springs with Gideon, her little black schnauzer who brings her joy.   

 

 Her faith never wavers and has gotten her through almost all her life.  I know first hand how 

much you mean to her.  God’s  light continues to shine through her eyes. 
 

L-R:  Morgan (granddaughter), Debbe 

Bollinger, Bobbie, Cynthia Waters 

(daughter).  Bobbie is an avid Saints fan!! 

4 Generations:  Debbe, Blake                               

(other granddaughter), Bobbie holding Pacey                   

(great-granddaughter) 



Purpose Statement: 
 "The Purpose of the youth group at Covington 

Presbyterian Church is to develop friendships in a friendly safe 

faith-filled environment through fellowship and relatable Bible 

studies, to experience positive examples from leaders, and to 

be inclusive and open to everyone's thoughts and ideas all 

while glorifying God." 

 

The high school and junior high/middle school groups (6-8th 

grade) are divided into two groups. 

 

High School Students will meet on the 2nd and 4th weeks that start with Sunday of each month  

Junior High Students will meet on the 1st and 3rd weeks that start with Sunday of each month 

(usually on Sundays).  The activities will vary.  Below are the activities for April: 
 

Saturday, April 9:         Meet at 4:30 pm - All Youth  - Pelicans game, cost $15                                                                     

Wednesday,  April 13:  5pm - High school youth Bible study  

Sunday, April 17:          4-6pm - Junior High youth  

Sunday, April 24:         High school lunch after  church  

 
 

 

 

 

THE COVINGTON FOOD BANK:  We are increasing our annual 
donation goal to 5,000 pounds in 2016, so please don’t forget to put 
your food donations in the food barrels each week.  If you prefer to 
make a monetary donation, just drop your check made payable to 
CPC in the offering plate with “Food Bank” designated on the memo 
line. Each dollar you donate is equal to one pound of food.  Always 
remember that Every Sunday is Food Bank Sunday.   

CALL FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATING SENIORS:                                                    

Do you have a High School Graduating Senior?  We would 

like to know!  If so, please contact either Puddin Hawkins 

(635-8316) or the church office (892-4821). 

LADIES CIRCLE MEETINGS:                                                                                                                       

The Circle Meetings for April will take place on Tuesday, April 12th. 

The Mary/Martha Circle will be at 9:30 a.m. at the home of Jean Carriere. 

The Night Circle will take place at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

All ladies are invited to join either Circle that is the most convenient to attend. 



In March, representatives from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service visited the STAIR (Start The Adventure In 
Reading) class at Covington Elementary School, giving a presentation about alligators to the seven second-graders 
in the STAIR program.  Students Ashley and Braden are shown costumed in human apparel representing some of 
the parts of alligator bodies that allow them to adapt to survival in the wild - flippers, fins, scales, membranes, 
sharp teeth.  To conclude the program, the Ranger brought around a live baby alligator, about a foot long.  From its 
Missions budget, CPC provides funding for the STAIR program at Covington Elementary, and seven CPC 

members volunteer as tutors one or two afternoons weekly after school. 



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH  

“Let Us Build a House” 

 

 
 

 The hymn of the month Let Us Build a 

House also known as All Are Welcome was chosen 

from the new Presbyterian Hymnal, Glory to God. 

It was composed by Marty Haugen in 1994. He was 

born December 30, 1950 in Wanamingo, 

Minnesota. He was raised in the Lutheran Church in 

Minnesota and is considered an American 

composer of liturgical music and hymns. He writes 

hymns and liturgical music for the Lutheran Church 

and is a member of the United Church of Christ. 

Despite being non-Catholic, his music has found 

favor in both liberal Roman Catholic and Protestant 

congregations. Haugen holds a BA degree in 

psychology from Lutheran College and a MA 

degree in Pastoral Studies from the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota.  For 25 years he has 

pursued a career as a liturgical composer and workshop presenter. Most of his compositions are 

published by GIA Publications. 

 

 Haugen’s most well-known hymn is All Are Welcome, which is sung around the world by 

various Christian congregations. “He originally composed this hymn for a church dedication. The text is 

not about a physical structure but a spiritual one. The building is at best only a vessel for the essential 

love and hope, life and faith, peace and justice, hospitality and nurture that form the worshiping 

community.” He is a performing musician, and has recorded a number of CDs. He holds a position as 

composer in residence at Mayflower Community Congregational Church (UCC) in Minneapolis. 

 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions; 

Refrain: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 

where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness and a symbol of God’s grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

Refrain: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat; 

a banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us; 

Refrain: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
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All CPC ladies and friends, please mark your calendar for the Spring 
Gathering, Tea Party and Birthday Offering.  This event takes place on 
Saturday, May 14, 2016 in the Fellowship Hall from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.   
 
There will be two types of Hot Tea as well as pink lemonade.  The menu will 
consist of biscuits, scones, jelly/jam, lemon curd, clotted cream to go with the 
tea.  The ladies will dine on a variety of finger sandwiches and will top it off 
with several delicious desserts to choose from.   If you need a sitter,  please let 
Bonnie Mermilliod or Josie Dykes know in advance. 
 
During the Spring Gathering, we will have a birthday offering.  The Birthday 
Offering has long been a tradition of Presbyterian Women and is celebrated 
each May. It has provided and continues to provide much-needed financial 
assistance to numerous worthwhile programs not included in ongoing General 
Assembly mission support.  
 

BIRTHDAY OBJECTIVE 2016 
 

The theme this year is “LET JUSTICE ROLL DOWN” based on Amos 5:24 

“But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” 

The local donations will go to the Presbytery to be divided equally for the “causes” listed below: 

 

HEARTLAND 180 (Over land Park, KAN) 

A new program that will serve both boys and girls between 11-17 who have been a part of the criminal justice 

system.  Funds will permit this cause to purchase dedicated space and computers.  

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY / Silicon Valley CA 

Housing costs in this area are among the highest in the county.  Contribution to this cause will permit Habitat to 

partner with more than 100 individuals to repair their manufactured homes. 

DIRECT ACTION AND RESEARCH TRAINING CENTER (DART) / Miami FL 

Will train clergy and lay leaders on how to stop the flow of children into the school-to prison pipeline!                  

BUILDING MINDS IN SOUTH SUDAN / Pittsford NY 

Assist in construction of an all girls’ primary school—will serve approx. 600 girls 

WOMEN’S CRISIS CENTER / South MO 

To assist women who experienced domestic abuse / cottages provide shelter and safety for up to 24 months as they 

work with the court system and social services to gain independence. 

 
 

Saturday, May 14                      

2-4 p.m. - Fellowship Hall 

All Ladies                            

Spring Gathering 

and Tea Party 



BULLETIN COVERS:  During this Lenten season we are enjoying the artwork of friends and members in this 
congregation.  Below are a few recent covers. 

 

 

Above:  This oil painting was created by artist 
Ruth Carr.  She so beautifully depicted the 
pain in Jesus’ facial expression that He must 
have felt as He was facing the cross.  Ruth asks, 
“Can you find the two symbols that indicated the 
pain that Jesus was going through and then the 
joy of the resurrection?”   Look closely! 

Above:  This bulletin cover is a picture of the 
art work of Carol Lapari, a well known stained 
glass artist in our community and beyond.  
Carol said that she did this design for Ingelside 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge.  It is 
titled “The Light of the World.”  Sadly, this 
church burned down a couple of years after it 
was installed.  In all there was over 500 square 
feet of glass that Carol did for this church which 
is now gone.  She is grateful that she still has 
the designs and so are we! 

 

Left:                                                                                     
This bulletin cover, for Easter, is a photograph of  
Debi Schoen’s beautiful flower  garden.  Her  flowers 
absolutely glorifies the Risen Lord with the new life of 
this spring and Easter season.   

to all of our 
very own 
artists! 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
 

Adalyn 
White 
April                    

Cashion 

2 

 
8-11 am 

 

3 9:15    Adult Classes                      

9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class (upstairs) 
10:30 Worship Service  
 
 
 
       
        
        Mary Nuckels 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                 
Tyler Voyles 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7pm                              
Kiwanis* 

6 
 
5:30  
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
Rhonda Spell                                                                                                                

7 8 9 

8-11 am 
 
 
 

4:30 Youth to               
Pelicans game, 
New Orleans                                      

 
Bonnie 

Mermilliod 

10  
 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class (upstairs) 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:45 Potluck Lunch* 

11 12 
 

9:30am 
Mary/Martha 

Circle 
5:30pm Night 

Circle 
 
 
 

Pat Massoth 

13 
 
5:30   
 
5pm High Sch.  Youth—
Bible study 

14 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trudy 
 Williamson 

16 
8-11 am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yu Min Jeon 

17 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class (upstairs) 
10:30 Worship Service  
4-6 Jr. High Youth* 
        
 
      George Pierce 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lily Perez 
 Amelia Pierce 

Tyler Spell 

19 
 
 

6 pm 
Session  
Meeting 

20 
 
5:30 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caleb  
Amick 

22 23 
 

8-11 am 
 
 
 
 
 

 

24  
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class (upstairs) 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:45 High School Youth        
       Della Pierce 

25 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Haley Smith 

27 
 
5:30 

28 29 

 
 
 
 
 

Erin 
Johnston 

30 
8-11 am 

 
 
 
 

 Mark Alexander 
Hank Abel 

Katie Landry 

*Fellowship Hall           Birthday(s)                                                Every Sunday is Food Bank Sunday 
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