
Wisdom 
 

 Several months ago, we read about the great king Solomon who was known as the wisest king of all time. His 

wisdom began, if you remember, when he was willing to look backward and acknowledge and appreciate where God had 

been present, appreciate and name the current situation he was in, and ask for discernment as he looks forward. Yes, 

wisdom comes in the ability to acknowledge the past, appreciate the present, and name that the future will not look like 

either one of them.  

 

 2015 is over. 2016 is here. 2017 is not. Appreciate that. Name that. Live that. 

 

 2015 was tough for some of us. 2015 was wonderful for some of us. But 2015 is over for all of us and it is time 

for us to begin the new year by asking for God's discernment in the new year. And yes 2016 will look different. 
 

 In 2016, we will: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Live. 

 

 Yes, we will live. We will live each day differently than we did the last and we will look forward to the next 

knowing it will be different than today was. The new year is here and my prayer for each of us is that God will bless each 

of us in a way that we had no idea we could be blessed.  

 

 `May you find true wisdom this year. 

Rob 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
The Lamplighter 

January, 2016 

 baptize new people  

 welcome new families 

 say good bye to old friends, 

 say hello to new ones, 

 vote for a new president while agreeing to still be civil 

       if our candidate doesn't win 

 love differently  

 have our eyes opened 

 try something new 

 Laugh 

 cry 

 pray 

 read 

 eat new foods 

 discover a new favorite song 

 hope for a miracle  

 try to coach our team(s) to victory through a tv or from a  

      seat in a stadium                      

 miss 2015 - look forward 2017 



Welcome baby Birdie Anderson                     

Leo Cardon (health) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/

Deacons 

Rev. Bob & Julia Ledbetter  

Melba Logan (health)                                   

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health) 

 

Linda McLean (recovery)                            

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Ursule Panek (health) 

Relationships  

Henry Sevier (health) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens 

Vision Team  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Welcome baby John Griffin Wilson 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

Habitat for Humanity                                       STAIR 

Operation Christmas Child                      Family Promise 

Covington Food Bank 

For the Month of  November 

 

Pledges and Gifts of $19,192 were received in 

November.  For the year-to-date through November, 

Pledges and Gifts of $260,155 are over budget by $8,597. 

 

A summary report of finance results for 2015 will be 

included in the February “Lamplighter.”  

 

Full Financial Statements are available in the church 

office.    

Thank you , 

Clara Rutland,  Bookkeeper   

Covington Presbyterian Church 

222 S. Jefferson Ave. 

Covington, LA  70433 

Ursule Panek opened her home on November 7th for the 

Women’s Breakfast.  Shown with Ursule (left) are  Bonnie 

Mermilliod (center) and Josie Dykes (right), co-chairs of 

Special events. 

New Members, Forrest and Amy Heintz, along with daughter, 

Mary Elizabeth,  participated in lighting the Advent candle during 

the Christmas season. 

 

From the Staff of                
Covington 

Presbyterian 
Church. 

 

If you have a prayer request, contact Betty Badeaux: 

email: jamesbadeaux@aol.com    Phone:  892-6247 

When-  January 24@ 4 p.m. 

Where- Fellowship Hall 

Why-   To discuss ideas on     

 how to improve 

 and continue our 

 youth program. 
 

 

Rev. Rob White, Tracy White, Erin Johnston, Tiffany Ritchie, 

Christina Cox, Skye Pottle, Jeanie Bazer, Clara Rutland,                  

Elizabeth Tosterud, Jaeeun Jeon, and Dale Roddy. 



Lectionary Readings for the month of January, 2016 
For the week of: 

January 3:    Jer . 3:1-7; Ps. 147:12-20; Eph. 1:3-14; John 1:10-18 

January 10:  Isa. 43:1-7; Ps. 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

January 17:  Isa. 62:1-5; Ps. 36:5-10, 1 Cor. 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 

January 24:  Neh. 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Ps. 19, 1 Cor. 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 

January 31:  Jer . 1:4-10; Ps. 71:1-6; 1 Cor. 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-20 

 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS:  The class meet from 9:15-10:15 in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday.  The 
material changes and is decided upon by a curriculum team within the group.  The class uses various 
styles of teaching including DVD formats, role playing, dialogue, and inclusive conversation.  For more 
information please contact Dianne Kaack. 
ADULT “CONNECTIONS” CLASS:  This class uses “The Upper  Room - In Small Groups” 
devotional booklet.  There is a Wednesday meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then 
discusses it on Sunday at 9:15am in the Education Building, the new Ria Warner Classroom.  
ADULT CLASS:  Rev. Zac Ritchie leads a class about the book of Matthew in the church office 
from 9:30-10:20 a.m. on Sunday.  The  class is open to all and will investigate this important book of 
Scripture as well as help to build friendships and strengthen spiritual relationships.                                                     

...but grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory, 

both now and to the day of eternity.   

2 Peter 3:18 

January 3:    “Word in the Flesh”  John 1:1-18 

January 10:  “The Feet of Jesus”  Luke 3:15-22 and other selected verses 

January 17:  “The Wedding Feast”  John 2:1-11 

January 24:  “Here I Am”  Luke 4:14-21, 1 Cor. 12:12-31a 

January 31:  “Home Cour t Advantage?  Luke 4:21-30, John 1:43-49 

 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.”                                         

Psalm 119:105 

Pictured above:  Twenty members of the senior group enjoyed 

lunch at Trey Yuen on November 29th.  (Photos by Helen Camp). 



Getting to Know . . . 
We are starting 2016 off with Conie Abernathy.  

Conie willingly and eagerly serves at CPC, helping 

missions as Covington Food Bank and most recently 

heading up the very successful “Operation Christmas 

Child.”  She is a blessing. 

Conie Lowry Abernathy 

Conie was raised in and confirmed at First United Methodist Church in her hometown of 

Murray, Kentucky.  Conie’s late husband, Bill, was a native of Jonesboro, Arkansas, where he was 

raised in the Presbyterian Church. Together, they lived in Memphis, Tennessee, for twenty- five years, 

where Conie worked as an employment defense attorney, and Bill worked as an Organizational 

Psychologist.   

Shortly after selling his business in 2008, Bill discovered retirement “wasn’t for him” when he 

was offered an opportunity to develop a master’s degree program in Organizational Psychology at 

Southeastern Louisiana University.  Although Conie persistently told Bill she was leaving Memphis 

“under protest,” she quickly fell in love with Covington and is now firmly planted in south Louisiana 

with her two St. Bernards, Fletcher and Tallulah.   

An avid animal lover, Conie served on the Board of the St. Tammany Humane Society for six 

years, is an Elder at CPC, and is active in the Covington Garden Club.  Conie is currently “Of Counsel” 

with the labor and employment defense firm of Ogletree Deakins, where she has worked for the past 

twenty-four years.  Conie spends most of her free time with her son Sloan, daughter-in-law Dial, and 

grand-dog Stanley who live in New Orleans.   

Conie said she found her “forever” church home at Covington Presbyterian, and is so very 

grateful for her CPC family who embraced her with unwavering love and support after she lost her 

beloved Bill to cancer in March.  

 

 

L-R:  

Dial 

Conie 

Sloan 

and 

grand-

dog,  

Stanley. 

Conie 

with 

Fletcher 

(left with 

toy)              

and                   

Tallulah. 



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE MONTH 

 

 The hymn of the month for January is “Go Tell It on the Mountain,” There seems to be some 

confusion as to whether John Wesley Work or Frederick Jerome Work wrote the lyrics and music. John 

Wesley Work, Jr. may not have originated the Negro spiritual but he can take credit for the fact that we 

still sing it every Christmas. He was the son of a church choir director and grew up in Nashville loving 

music. He earned his Master’s in Latin and went on to teach ancient Latin and Greek. His first love 

continued to be music, and he went on to become the first African-American collector of Negro 

spirituals. This was a daunting task for Work because they were passed down orally, from plantation to 

plantation and very few were written down. But Work proved up to the challenge, publishing his first 

book, New Jubilee Songs as Sung by the Fisk Jubilee Singer. It was in his second volume, Songs of the 

American Negro, that “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”  first appeared. 

 

 Some historians think that Work’s father, Frederick Jerome Work, originally wrote the song and 

his son simply arranged and published it. Other historians believe that the song’s author was an 

anonymous slave from the American Civil War era, who began singing it to other slaves who then began 

singing it themselves. This energetic song became popular as an especially fun Christmas carol to sing. 

A diverse number of popular recording artists have performed it. These include Sheryl Crow, Garth 

Brooks, Bing Crosby, Simon & Garfunkel, Dolly Parton, Frank Sinatra, and Mahalia Jackson. 

 

 Negro spirituals had their roots in the late 18th and early 19th century camp meetings throughout 

the South as well as in the active evangelical ministry carried on among the black people during this 

time. However, few of their traditional songs were collected or published prior to 1840. John W Work, 

Jr. and his brother, Frederick J. Work, were early leaders in arranging and promoting the cause of Negro 

spirituals. These traditional spirituals have since become an important part of the American folk and 

sacred music heritage and are appreciated and enjoyed by all of God’s people. 

 

 “Go Tell it on the Mountain” describes the moment when the sky above Bethlehem filled with 

angels on the first Christmas. The Bible describes in Luke 2:9 of a single angel  announcing Jesus 

Christ’s birth to shepherds in the fields below, and then “Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 

appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 

men on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:13-14) 

 

 

HAVE A BLESSED NEW YEAR! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Erin Johnston, came on staff as 

our new Children’s Director. 

Thank you for serving and 

loving our children! Cans for Conie 

The church had a huge over-haul; the problem originating 

from termite damage.  Thank you to Chuck Morton for 

overseeing this. 

Before   After 

Youth at Summer Camp, Montreat, N.C. 

VBS 

was a  

big hit! 



THE NEW RIA WARNER                       

LIBRARY OPENED! 

ERIN JOHNSTON & CHUCK MORTON PAINTED AND 

UPDATED THE POWER UP ROOM 

Recipients of the Wallace Carr Service Award.  Dianne Kaack,                       

Jennie Fonseca, Chuck Morton and Jennifer Fell. 

Conie Abernathy headed up 

Operation Christmas Child 

and with the help of many 

volunteers, did a fantastic job. 

A Creative “Trunk or 

Treater.” 

<meta http

A lovely Christmas Eve 

Candlelight service. 



On Saturday, Dec. 

12 at 5 p.m. CPC’s 

children 

performed in a 

Christmas musical, 

“Star of Wonder”.  

They introduced a 

constellation of six 

stars while they 

anxiously watched 

for the biggest 

announcement in 

history to unfold - 

the birth of Jesus! 

 

CPC’s 

children did a 

great job in 

the Christmas 

musical, “Star 

of Wonder.”  

Thank you to 

Erin Johnston 

for all of her 

hard work in 

making this 

“wonder-ful” 

night. 



EVERY TAG WAS TAKEN, EVERY CHILD WAS DELIGHTED!  THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO PARTICIPATED IN 

THIS GIVING MINISTRY IN OUR COMMUNITY.   

THE PHOTO, 

(LEFT) OF                   

JENNIFER 

SPINKS                       

WAS TAKEN BY 

OUR PASTOR, 

REV. ROB WHITE 

WHO SERVES AT 

THE COVINGTON 

FOOD BANK 

EVERY               

THURSDAY. 

 

THANK YOU TO 

ALL OF OUR 

FOOD BANK 

VOLUNTEERS. 

 

YOUR GIVING 

HAS MADE A 

DIFFERENCE. 



Katie Landry was the overseer for the Giving Tree and was joyfully  posing on one of the donated bikes.                                                    

Thanks for the generosity of all the givers, you made a needy child smile big this Christmas. 

Katy Landry, Wanda Watkins and Erin Johnston having fun bringing in donated gifts to put under the Christmas tree.  



ABOUT THE ARTIST: 

 
Leah is an artist and a high school art teacher in Sterlington, LA.  She was 

commissioned to do a painting for our new Ria Warner Library.  Here is 

what she said about her work. 

 

“Churches are such amazing places.  I have had the honor of worshiping 

here at Covington Presbyterian.  It is very old and I believe that there are 

many angels of members past that watched over it.  The present is 

represented by the family in the foreground.” 

 

Please stop by and see our beautiful new art! 
 



Do you think the ladies of CPC had fun at their Christmas Celebration?  We say YES!! 

The “Twelve Days of Christmas” came to life at the Women’s Christmas Dinner on December 8th, 2015. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 New Years 

 

     Sung Min       

Jeon 

2 

3  
 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  

4 

 

 

 

 

 

    Elizabeth 

   Tosterud 

5 6 

 

 

 

 

 

     Chris Hnatshyn 

7 8 9 

10 

9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
Congregational Meeting 
11:45 Potluck Lunch 
 

    Delitha Lane 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

     Cab 

   Fielding 

12 13 14 15 

 

 

 

 

 

   Ginger 

    Alexander 

16 

17 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  

18 19 

 
6:30 

Kiwanis 

20 21 

 
3pm 

CFB Board 

22 23 

24 

9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
4pm Youth/Parent mtg.*      

 Lydianne Greig 

25 26 27 

 

 

 

     

     Clara Rutland 

28 29 30 

31 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  

      

      Birthdays                 Food Bank Sunday      *Fellowship Hall  


