
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A confession: when I was younger, I often would call Advent Lent and Lent Advent. I didn't know the difference 

nor did either season hold any significance in my life. So one year, I asked someone if they were going to give up 

anything for Advent. Of course, this is not the typical reaction to Advent, for Lent is the time of the year in which people 

give things up.  

  

 Obviously, I know the difference now. Whereas Lent is a time of preparation, Advent is the season of waiting. 

We await the coming of the Lord's promise. We await the Lord to interrupt this world's ways. We wait for things to be 

made better. We wait, we wait, and we wait. 

 

 We spend part of our savings on toys and gifts for others or we see family members we haven't seen in ages. 

Ministries, charities, and outreach organizations find their volunteer lists a mile long. Then it happens: Christmas 

morning comes. All of the hope and good cheer seem to stop as soon as December 26 rolls around.  

 

 If the world has been waiting for hope or waiting for good cheer or waiting for goodwill toward all people; then 

why does it only last for one day? Why does it only happen during one season? Why does it seem like it ends? If the 

church is to be the body of Christ in the world, why should hope end and why isn't it already present?  

 

 Here's a charge to you this Advent season: give something up. Yes, just like that naive kid who got Advent and 

Lent confused, give something up. However, don't just give up anything. Give up waiting.  

 

 If Advent is the season of waiting, we need to acknowledge that the wait is over: good will has come, Christ is 

here, and hope is possible. So, give up waiting to do whatever it is you've been waiting to do to make the world a better 

place. Talk to that neighbor you've been waiting to meet. Call that family member you've been waiting to call. Work at 

the mission or sign up for the ministry for which you've been meaning to volunteer. Yes, stop waiting, hope has come, 

hope is here, and hope will live through you, through me, and through us. 

 

God bless, 

Rob 

 

  

  

 

 

        

 

     

 

                                                
The Lamplighter 

December, 2015 
 



Leo Cardon (health) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/Deacons 

Rev. Bob & Julia Ledbetter  

Melba Logan (health)                                   

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health) 

Linda McLean (recovery)                            

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Ursule Panek (health) 

Relationships (marital/family/spiritual) 

Henry Sevier (health) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens 

Vision Team  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

Habitat for Humanity                                       STAIR 

Operation Christmas Child                      Family Promise 

Covington Food Bank 

For the Month of  October 

Pledges & Gifts received for the month of 

October totaled $13,075.  For the year-to-date 

through October, Pledges & Gifts of $240,963 

were over budget by $5,847. 

 

Boxes with weekly offering envelopes for 

2016 will be placed on the back pew of the 

sanctuary mid December, for those who used 

such envelopes this year.  Some use them as a 

reminder to bring their offering check to 

church to church weekly or monthly.  Some 

who donate cash, rather than check, find the 

numbered envelopes convenient to ensure they 

get credit for their gifts and that their gifts are 

included on reports needed for tax purposes.  

Contact the office if you don’t see a box with 

your name . . .  

 

Charitable Contribution Reports, needed to 

document your church contributions for tax 

purposes, will be mailed early January.  In 

order to be reported on your 2015 report, gifts 

must be postmarked or received by the church 

before December 31, 2015.  Prepayments of 

2016 pledges are welcome. 

 

Thanks to our members and friends whose 

contributions have made 2015 a successful 

financial year for Covington Presbyterian 

Church.  

  

Full Financial Statements are available in the 

church office.    

 

Thank you , 

Clara Rutland,  Bookkeeper   

Covington Presbyterian Church 

222 S. Jefferson Ave. 

Covington, LA  70433 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:  On 

Christmas Eve, envelopes like the one pictured 

left will be placed in the bulletin for a special 

collection.  The Christmas Joy Offering honors 

the promise of two faithful commitments:  

supporting church workers through assistance 

in their time of need and developing and 

educating racial ethnic leadership for the 

future of our church.  We can only keep these 

promises through your generosity in this one-

time offering.   



Lectionary Readings for the month of December, 2015 
For the week of: 

December 6:   Mal. 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Phil 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6  

December 13: Zeph. 3:14-20; Isa. 12:2-6; Phil 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 

December 20:  Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46b-55; Ps. 80:1-7; Heb. 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 (46-55) 

December 27:  1 Sam. 2:18-20, 26; Ps. 148; Col. 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 

 

 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS:  The class meet from 9:15-10:15 in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday.  The 
material changes and is decided upon by a curriculum team within the group.  The class uses various 
styles of teaching including DVD formats, role playing, dialogue, and inclusive conversation.  For more 
information please contact Dianne Kaack. 
ADULT “CONNECTIONS” CLASS:  This class uses “The Upper  Room - In Small Groups” 
devotional booklet.  There is a Wednesday meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then 
discusses it on Sunday at 9:15am in the Education Building, the new Ria Warner Classroom.  
ADULT CLASS:  Rev. Zac Ritchie leads a class about the book of Matthew in the church office 
from 9:30-10:20 a.m. on Sunday.  The  class is open to all and will investigate this important book of 
Scripture as well as help to build friendships and strengthen spiritual relationships.                                                     

...but grow in the grace and knowledge 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

To Him be the glory, both now and to 

the day of eternity.   

2 Peter 3:18 

December 6:  “Refined Defined” - Malachi 3:1-4, Luke 3:1-6 

December 13:  Chancel Choir’s Christmas Cantata  

December 20:  “New Song” - Psalm 146:5-10, Luke 1:39-55 

December 24:  “The Wait is Over” - Isaiah 9:2-7, Luke 2:1-20 

 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.”                                         

Psalm 119:105 

My Jesus Year by Benyamin Cohen 

 

Carpe Diem by Tony Campolo 

 

Speaking My Mind by Tony Campolo 

 

Out Live Your Life by Max Lucado 



 

  

Christ the King 

Sunday 

Lesson 

On Christ the King Sunday the children were learning about the different kinds of kings—Lions as king of the jungle—then there’s the  

monarch kind of king with a crown of jewels, and there was the Crown of thorns worn by Jesus and finally they learned about Jesus 

who is the true  “King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”. 

   
 



  This month we are 

spotlighting  Jennifer 

Fell, we are so pleased 

to have the Fell family, 

a vital part of CPC. 

Getting to Know . . . 

Jennifer and family 

Jennifer was busy serving in the Fellowship Hall’s kitchen when the 

awards were given so she received her award during a later worship 

service.  Left:  Rev. Rob White handing the award to Jennifer. 

Jennifer was born in Metairie, Louisiana to David and Emily Garland. She has one older brother who lives in 

Madisonville. She was raised at John Calvin Presbyterian Church and was baptized (and married) by the 

Reverend Bob Malsbury. She attended Tulane University and the University of New Orleans before going to 

work at Walt Disney World in Orlando, Florida. She has been married to Tim for over 21 years and after living 

in Florida for 7 years they moved back to the area to start a family. After many pregnancy battles she and Tim 

were blessed to become parents to twin daughters, Alexis and Emily who are 11 years old. 

 

She is currently serving as an elder for Covington Presbyterian Church in charge of the Fellowship Committee. 

She stays busy organizing and cooking for Wednesday night dinners as well as decorating and preparing for 

Sunday potluck lunches. She also volunteers at her children's school, Christ Episcopal, on the booster club and 

serves as the tennis coach. 

 

Her hobbies include "taxi cabbing" her active daughters from volleyball, soccer, tennis and more. She loves to 

play as much tennis as possible with her girlfriends and adores taking care of the beloved family pet, Miss 

Scarlett, an English bulldog. She is grateful for finding Covington Presbyterian Church and the wonderful 

people here. She was also very touched to be honored with the Wallace Carr award.  
 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                    

Many, many thanks to all those who helped make Operation Christmas Child 2015 such an overwhelming success: Jennifer 
Spinks, Lydianne Grieg, Puddin Hawkins, Herman Fitzpatrick, Larry Rolling, Cindy and Ruben Manger, Linda Stewart, Dun-
can Perez, Katie Landry, Patty Jeffries, Donna Crowe, Barbara Meurer, Nell Selzer, Tracy, Rob, Liam and Adalyn White, 
Victoria Maxwell, Chuck Morton,  Karen   Key, Ann Boushie, Tobie Williams, Jason & Erin Johnson, Jennifer Fell,  Dianne 
Kaack,  Deb Morris , Rachel Lambert, Mary Ruth Hastings, Jeanine Gautreaux, Kim & George Pierce, Mark Finch, Jeff 
Sims, Kent Meyers and all the men who helped to load George’s wonderful delivery truck.   We collected 2,184 shoeboxes 
this year!  Again - thank you!  Conie Abernathy & Terri Demers -  (Thank you, Conie and Terri for heading up this project!) 

 



Chuck Morton sent in this picture of one of the “Property Brothers”, Kent Meyers, AKA Rabbit.  He 

was attacked by a pretend witch from Acquistapace’s.  He commented that this just shows how 

dangerous it is to be a Brother. 

Whenever the Pastor announces a place to join him for lunch, if you are able, take advantage of this opportunity.                                                               

As you can see, the folks pictured above were having fun and enjoying lunch with the Pastor at the Fat Spoon. 



VETERANS DAY WAS CELEBRATED AT 

COVINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ON 

NOVEMBER 8, 2015. 

MANY THANKS TO THIS GROUP OF DEDICATED 

MEN WHO HAVE SERVED OUR COUNTRY. 

C 
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Baptism of James Duke 

Daschbach  

on November 22, 2015, 

son of                                      

Amanda Wright and                      

Brian Daschbach 

Youth Elder, Duncan 

Perez witnessed the 

baptism. 

 

Below right: 

Amanda and Pat Gresham 

joined the church in this 

same service.  Welcome! 



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

          HYMN OF THE MONTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This time of year we look forward to singing some of our favorite Christmas carols. There are so 

many to choose in our hymnal. The hymn of the month for December is Lo, How A Rose E’er 

Blooming. It originated and published in 1582 or 1588 in Gebetbuchlein des Frater Conradus. This 

hymn focuses on Mary, who is compared to the mystical rose praised in the Song of Solomon 2:1, I am a 

rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys. It is believed to have originated in Trier, and one source stated that 

on one Christmas Eve, a monk in Trier found a blooming rose while walking in the woods. He placed 

the rose in a vase, and placed it before the altar to the Virgin Mary. Some sources indicate the hymn 

might date back into the 14th century. 

 

 By 1609, the Protestants adopted the hymn and changed its focus from Mary to Jesus, Isaiah 

11:1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse: from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. According to 

Keyte and Parrott, in medieval iconography, the tree of Jesse is often depicted as a rose plant. The 

revision first appeared in Michael Praetorius’ Musae Sioniae in 1609. Praetorius was occasionally 

mistaken as the author.  

 

 The words and music appeared with 23 verses in the Alte Katholische Geistliche Kirchengesang 

and with six stanzas in the Speirschen Gesangbuch, Cologne 1599 or 1600.  The Michael Praetorius 

(1572-1621) harmonization is still the version most heard although other harmonizations have been 

written. The melody was adapted by Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) as the basis for his 1896 chorale 

prelude: Es ist ein Ros’entsprungen (Op. 122,  No. 8). Finally, there is the 1919 Herbert Howells’ setting 

of A Spotless Rose. 

 

 The same tune has been used for several other carols and hymns, including A Great and Mighty 

Wonder, John Mason Neale’s translation of St. Germanus’ Greek hymn for Christmas day. 

 

 Among the many English adaptations, perhaps the best known is by Theodore Baker (1851-

1934) Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming. It was heard as recently as in the 1971 Academy Award winning 

move “Love Story.” There are two poems by Christiana Rossetti celebrating the Feast of the 

Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (March 25th). 

 

      
 

  



Mark your calendar for  
and join us for the PW Christmas Party 

in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Tuesday, December 8,  at 6:00 p.m. 
 

We’ll have good food, fellowship  
and a time of celebration. 

Mark your calendars to come to  

CPC’s Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service. 

6:00 p.m. 

Thursday 

 December 24, 2015 

It is a special evening service  

with candles  and singing of loved 

Christmas Carols 

Led by CPC’s Chancel Choir 



 

CPC will again bring a  little joy to needy children in our 

community this Christmas season, through our annual 

“Giving Tree.”  The Giving Tree will be placed in our 

Sanctuary beginning November 29 with tags.   

 

To participate in this ministry, select a child’s name tag 

from the tree.  Please place your wrapped gifts under the 

tree for pick up and delivery before December 10th.   

  What a blessing it will be knowing you brought a smile            

to a needy child’s face on Christmas morning.   

You are Invited to Covington Presbyterian Church’s 

Christmas Cantata 

“Festival of Lessons & Carols” by John Leavitt 

 Sunday, December 13 at 10:30 am 
Followed by a Holiday Lunch 

(no need to bring anything, the entire meal has 
been donated.) 

We will have traditional Christmas Carols and Scripture 

Readings by CPC’s Chancel Choir  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 
 
 
 

Jeff Schoen 

5 
9am-2pm 

Leadership Re-
treat 

 
Debi Schoen 

6 9:15    Adult Classes                      

9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30am Boomers Small 
Group 

7 
PW Decorate 

F.H. for 
Christmas 

party 

8 
6pm 

Ladies Christmas 
party* 

(No Circle Meet-
ings) 

9 10 11 12 
5pm 

Children’s Christ-
mas Program & 

Reception* 

13 9:15    Adult Classes                      

9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Cantata  
11:30am Holiday Lunch 
6pm Youth Christmas par-
ty @ Michelle Broadrick’s  

14  

Summer 
Camp              

Deadline 
 
 

Ursule             
Panek 

15 
 
 
 
 
 

Tiffany                   
Ritchie 

16 17 

 
 
 
 
 

Susan              
Samson 

18 

 
 
 

Jeanine 
Gautreaux 

Melba  
Logan 

19 

 
 
 
 

Levi Johnston 
Paul Tosso 

20 9:15    Adult Classes                      

9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30am Boomers Small 
Group 
Conie Abernathy 

21 22 
6pm Gen XY 

 
 
 

Dick Fitch 
Eileen Keefe 

23 

 
 
 
 
 

Amy Heintz 

24 
6pm  

Candlelight 
Service 

25 
 
 
 
 

Rachel  
Koger 

26 
PW-Undecorate 

27 9:15    Adult Classes                      

9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30am Boomers Small 
Group 

28 

 
 
 
 

Joelle 
Cuevas 

29 30 31 

 
 
 
 

Michelle 
Gremillion 

  

 

 

      Birthdays                 Food Bank Sunday      *Fellowship Hall  


