
 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.”                       

Psalm 119:105 

     

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 It is no secret I love Thanksgiving. I love family, I love food, I love football, and I love the sleeping in as the sky 

turns grey and my eyelids get heavy. Thanksgiving is a great time to reflect. We look back at the year that has been or at 

the family members around us and we give thanks. We look forward to the Advent and Christmas season and we 

anxiously await the magic and the hope that comes with that season.  

 

Yes, Thanksgiving is a great time to reflect. Often families will go around a room or a table and name the persons, 

places, and things for which we are thankful. Stories are shared about the people who have gone before us whose lives 

and hopes made us who we are today. These are all wonderful exercises. However, I want to give you something else to 

try. 

 

 This year, when you're done talking about that for which you are thankful, go around and talk about how you can 

be the one FOR WHOM others are thankful. Certainly your presence as mother, father, son, daughter, sister, aunt, uncle, 

grandparent, or friend is justified as something for which others are thankful. But, what other gifts can you share?  

 

 Are you the one who will make the store clerk's day when you ask them how they are doing and really mean it? 

Are you the one who can make the day of the family who hasn't eaten a complete meal in weeks? Are you the one who 

gives someone a ride to church or invites a friend to church? Are you the one who can buy Christmas gifts for those in 

need? Are you the phone call someone needs?  

 

 My friends, let this be the year of Thanksbeing as well as thanksgiving.  I will end with this quote from Theresa 

of Avila (1515–1582) 

 
"Christ has no body but yours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 
Yours are the eyes with which he looks 

Compassion on this world, 
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 

Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 
Yours are the eyes, you are his body. 

Christ has no body now but yours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
compassion on this world. 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours." 
 

Be blessed, 

Rob 

 

 

       

 

2015 
November 

Thanks Being 



Family of Laura Battisetlla (loss) 

Leo Cardon (health) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/Deacons 

Rev. Bob & Julia Ledbetter  

Melba Logan (health)                                   

Linda McLean (recovery)                            

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Relationships (marital/family/

spiritual) 

Henry Sevier (health) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens 

Vision Team  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

Habitat for Humanity                                       STAIR 

Operation Christmas Child                      Family Promise 

Covington Food Bank 

For the Month of  September 

 

Pledges & Gifts received for the month of 

September totaled $14,937.  For the year-to-

date through September, Pledges & Gifts of 

$227,881 were over budget by $9,207. 

 

Request for pledges to fund the operations of 

Covington Presbyterian Church in 2016 were 

mailed in early October with a goal of 

planning the church’s finances for 2016 well 

before the Christmas holidays.  If you haven’t 

pledged yet, now is a good time to consider 

doing so.  Extra pledge cards are available in 

the church foyer. 

 

Full Financial Statements are available in the 

church office.   

 

Thank you for your support of Covington 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

Clara Rutland,  Bookkeeper   

If you are unable to come to worship and don’t want 

to miss any of the messages by Rev. White,  you may 

hear the audio & video  recordings of past sermons 

on our website, ww.covpresby.org under “Sermons” 

tab and, if desired, you may forward the link to a 

friend.  

All women of the church 

are invited to the Paneks’ home 

for a delicious breakfast and great 

fellowship together. 

 

The address: 

13247 Riverlake Drive 

Lake Ramsey 

Covington 

Gate Code:  082 

 

Date: 

November 7th 

9:30 AM 

 

Mark your calendar and plan to 

start the day with us. 

Covington Presbyterian Church 

222 S. Jefferson Ave. 

Covington, LA  70433 

 
Visioning Taskforce 
 In August, the church elected a task force whose job is 

to help the church look forward and develop a strategic plan. 

The task force adopted the following statement of priorities and 

purpose: "To develop the purpose/ purpose statement of Cov-

ington Presbyterian Church and  to align congregational re-

sources including finances, buildings, staff, and programs with 

the stated purpose and create an effective implementation 

plan." 

 It also elected Peter Wilson to be our interim 

chair.   The team also elected to bring in a consultant to help us 

walk through this process. After countless hours of conversa-

tions and interviews, the team decided to bring John Wimberly 

from the Congregation Consulting Group in as our consultant. 

He will come in on December 5 to lead a leadership retreat for 

elders and the team.  

 Thank you for your prayers during this time,                                         

The Visioning Taskforce  

 



Lectionary Readings for the month of November, 2015 
For the week of: 

November 2:    Isa 25:6-9; Ps. 24; Rev. 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44 

November 8:    Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17; Ps. 127; Heb. 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 

November 15:  1 Sam. 1:4-20; Heb. 10:11-14, 19-25; Mark 13:1-8 

November 22:  2 Sam. 23:1-7; Ps. 132:1-12; Rev. 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37 

November 29:  Jer . 33:14-16; Ps. 25:1-10; 1 Thess. 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-26 

 

 

 

“She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of  kindness is on her tongue.”  

Proverbs 31:26 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS:  The class meet from 9:15-10:15 in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday.  The material changes 
and is decided upon by a curriculum team within the group.  The class uses various styles of teaching including DVD 
formats, role playing, dialogue, and inclusive conversation.  For more information please contact Dianne Kaack. 
ADULT “CONNECTIONS” CLASS:  This class uses “The Upper  Room - In Small Groups” devotional booklet.  
There is a Wednesday meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then discusses it on Sunday at 9:15am in the 
Education Building, the new Ria Warner Classroom.  
ADULT CLASS:  Rev. Zac Ritchie leads a class about the book of Matthew in the church office from 9:30-10:20 
a.m. on Sunday.  The  class is open to all and will investigate this important book of Scripture as well as help to build 
friendships and strengthen spiritual relationships.                                                     
WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY:    All adults are invited to join in a Bible study/discussion group in the Fellowship 
Hall at 10 a.m. 
 

...but grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.  To 

Him be the glory, both now 

and to the day of eternity.   

2 Peter 3:18 

November 2:   “The Greatest Commandment” - Mark 12-28-45 and Ruth 1:1-18 

November 8:   “Jesus Wept” - John 11:32-44 

November 15:  “Beyond These Walls”  Mark 13:1-8 

November 22:  “Reign of Christ Sunday”  Rev. 1:4b-8, John 18:33-37 

November 29:    Rev. David Henry - Guest Preacher  

The month of  Ladies’ Circle meetings:  

There are two to choose from and all ladies 

are invited to join: 

The Mary/Martha Circle:  Begins Tuesday, 

November 10 at 9:30 a.m. (and every 

second Tuesday of the month for both unless 

otherwise announced) at the home of Jean Carriere. 

The Night Circle:  Begins Tuesday, November 10 at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  There 

will be a light supper and then the study and discussion. 

The study:  The 2015-2016 Horizons Bible Study entitled:  “Come to the Waters” by Judy Fletcher.  In this study the 

group will consider the waters of chaos in Genesis, and the River of Life in the last chapter of Revelation, where chaos is 

no more.  Water plays a central role in many stories in the Bible.  We will explore some of the Bible’s 800 references to 

water. 



SMALL GROUP NEWS:    
  The Small Groups are going strong! Small groups are a wonderful way to grow closer to God 
and each other through prayer, support, and Christian education. There are three groups:  Seniors, 
Boomers, and Generation XY’s.       

                                                                                                                                                                             
 The Seniors:  Under the leadership of Helen Camp and Diane 
Cole, the seniors of the church meet once a month.  Currently the 
primary focus has been getting to know one another through 
various fellowship settings.  The group alternates meetings with 
one month at the church and the next month at an outing of some 
sort.   
 
 

The Boomers:  Even if you are not technically of that certain age, you 
are welcome to join us for conversation and fellowship, and of course a 
brown bag lunch.  
  
 “with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with 
one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.” NRSV 
 
 This is what we endeavor to achieve when we meet every other 
Sunday after the worship service in the Ria Warner Classroom.  We are a diverse group of individuals, 
learning from and getting to know one another, supporting and praying for each other, and coming 
together as the Body of Christ.  A portion of our time is spent discussing the book we are currently 
studying, “Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home”, by Richard J. Foster.  Often our exchange of ideas 
leads to new understandings and perspectives, or sometimes it may challenge our beliefs.  Any way you 
look at it, the experience is rewarding.  Please come and unite with us!  You’ll be glad you did. 
 

 
 
The Gen XY:  Under the leadership of Tracy White this 
small group meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month in 
the Fellowship Hall for Bible Study using the ancient form 
of reading Scripture known as Lectio Divina.  It is for 
anyone in the 20s, 30s, 40s age range.  Child care is always 
provided.  There are also monthly ladies and gents outings.  
Call or text Tracy White @985-718-8051 for more 
information. 
 
                                                                                       

Everyone is encouraged to attend a small group.  If you have any questions, contact Katie Anderson at 
Kathleenkanderson@yahoo.com or call her 985-687-3576.   
   

mailto:Kathleenkanderson@yahoo.com




 



 

  

The children are learning 

to love God with all their 

heart, soul, mind and 

strength.   

LOVE 

GOD  

WITH  

ALL 

YOUR  

HEART 

LOVE 

GOD  

WITH  

ALL 

YOUR  

SOUL 

LOVE 

GOD  

WITH  

ALL 

YOUR  

MIND 

LOVE 

GOD  

WITH  

ALL 

YOUR  

STRENGTH 



 

 

          YOU’RE INVITED! 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
Sunday , November 15th                                                   

After the 10:30 am Worship Service 

Covington Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall 

The turkey and drinks are provided, 

please come with a side dish (anything that goes with a 

traditional Thanksgiving meal) or a dessert. 



  This month we are 

spotlighting  

Dianne Kaack who 

recently was a 

recipient of the                    

Dr. Wallace Carr 

Service Award. 

  

Dianne was born in New Orleans, the oldest daughter of 

John and Evelyn Kaack. She has 1 sister and 2 brothers and 

has lived in the Covington area all of her life. She is a 

graduate of Covington High School and has a B.A. in 

elementary education from SLU in Hammond.  Dianne 

recently was one of the recipients of the Dr. Wallace Carr 

Outstanding Service Award, voted on by members of the 

congregation who appreciate her service all these years and 

who know her award  is well deserved.   

  

A member of CPC for more than 50 years, Dianne has 

served as an elder, deacon, choir member, PW Treasurer 

and Sunday school teacher for both children and adults for 

many years.  Dianne has used her vacation many times to 

serve in Vacation Bible School. 

 

She currently works as an Administrative Assistant for the 

St. Tammany Parish Library. Dianne lives in Folsom with 

her pets: Riley, a long haired dachshund and Zoe, a gray 

tabby cat. Her hobbies include reading, gardening and 

traveling. 

 

Dianne is a long time member of CPC and considers all of 

its members her extended family. 

Getting to Know . . . 

Dianne 



 

This event started 

out as a 95th 

birthday gift to 

Valora Spencer 

(pictured in the top 

center picture) from 

Rev. Rob White to 

fulfill her wishes to 

bless her pet dogs. 

 

As it turned out 

many others also 

brought their pets.  

Everything was 

peaceful and                 

congenial and  

Rev. Rob  

accomplished his 

promise to Valora. 

Happy 95th Birthday, Valora!! 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                    

FAMILY PROMISE OF ST. TAMMANY:   

 

Our vision is a nation in which every family has a home, a livelihood, 

and the chance to build a better future together.  Since our founding 

more than twenty years ago, we have served about 500,000 people, in-

cluding tens of thousands of homeless families who found temporary 

homes at our Affiliates.  You can make a change in the life of a family 

today. 

 

Office Address:     Phone 

Family Promise of St. Tammany  Office:  985-201-7221 

513 Michigan Ave.    Cell:  985-201-6512 

Slidell, LA  70458    Fax:  985-326-8031 

Email:  director@familypromisesttammany.org 

STAIR is a non-profit organization providing free reading 

tutors for elementary students in participating public school in 

greater New Orleans.  CPC has been a financial and volunteer 

supporter of STAIR  since the program was established at 

Covington Elementary School (CES) at the start of the 2013-

2014 school year. Students (primarily second graders) are 

recommended by the school principal for STAIR, which is 

conducted at CES for 90 minutes after school on Mondays 

and Wednesdays. Seven students are in the CES program this 

year, with thirteen volunteer tutors.  Eight of the thirteen 

tutors at CES are CPC members.  Tutors follow a structured 

set of lessons refined during the thirty years that the program 

has existed.  The STAIR program at Faith Bible Church will 

begin soon, serving students from Lyon Elementary School 

on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.  For further 

information, contact Dick Hastings at 985 237-4335.   

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD -  

 Covington Presbyterian is again supporting the Samaritan's Purse ministry, "Operation Christmas Child" by 

serving as the Northshore drop-off location to receive gift-filled shoeboxes during the week of November 16th – 23rd. 

The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to needy children around the 

world.  Last year, Covington Presbyterian received 1,737 packed shoeboxes from the community, which were then 

combined with almost ten million shoeboxes collected worldwide, and shipped to children in over 100 countries. 

Volunteers are needed to staff the Fellowship Hall during Operation Christmas Child week to receive gift-filled 

shoeboxes from the community.  If you would like to help, please sign up on the volunteer sheet posted on the bulletin 

board in the Fellowship Hall or contact Conie Abernathy or Terri Demers  

Erin Johnston, Children’s Director, arranged these cans in the 

Sanctuary to remind people that even one can each will result in 

many cans to donate to the Food Bank.   



  

 Covington Presbyterian Church will be a relay center for Operation Christmas Child.  As a relay center we 

will be open daily from November 16 - 20 from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. and on Saturday, November 21 from 1-4 p.m. 

to collect shoe boxes from individuals, organizations and other churches from throughout W. St. Tammany. 

 Operation Christmas Child is an outreach program of Samaritan’s Purse (www.samaritanspurse.org), to 

show the love of Christ to children throughout the world. 

 Volunteers from CPC receive the boxes from donors during scheduled hours, prepare snacks for donors 

and volunteer staff, prayer and to prepare the boxes for delivery to New Orleans.  Please see Conie Abernathy if 

you are interested in helping in this ministry. 

The mission team representing Operation Christmas Child is sponsoring their annual Packing Party on 

November 15 right after the delicious Holiday Meal in the Fellowship Hall.  If anyone wants to stay, 

please bring small toys, books, non-liquid hygiene items, school supplies, t-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair 

clips, etc. The shoeboxes will be provided. Mark your calendars to come support this wonderful ministry, and 

pack a small shoebox that will help teach children around the world about the love of God.  



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

          HYMN OF THE MONTH, AN ADVENT HYMN 

    

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The hymn of the month, Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus, was written by Charles Wesley, 

1707-1788. He wrote seventy-five hundred hymns (Encyclopedia Britannica). That is roughly a hymn 

every other day for fifty years.  Most of his hymns have several verses. It is a wonder he had time to do 

anything else. He was a great preacher as well as a great writer of hymns. 

 

     Anticipation is a necessary part of every believer’s life. People of the Old Testament times 

anxiously awaited a Messianic Kingdom. Today we should be waiting with the same urgent expectancy 

as did the Israelites of old. Our anticipation is the Lord’s second advent – the piercing of the clouds and 

the sound of the trumpet – when victory over sin and death will be complete and final. 

 

 The Old Testament prophecies were very specific concerning our Lord’s first advent. The 

prophets gave the exact location of His birth (Micah 5:2) as well as the sign that He would be virgin 

born (Isaiah 7:14) . The New Testament gives clear instructions regarding the second advent:  

 

 There shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars,  

          and upon the earth distress of nations. . . and when these things  

 begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for  

 your redemption draweth near. (Luke 21:25-28 KJV) 

 

 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus was first published in 1744 in a small collection of 18 poems 

titled Hymns for the Nativity of Our Lord.  Just as Christ’s birth 2,000 years ago dramatically changed 

the course of human history, so will the return of our Lord as the King of kings. With the saints of the 

ages we pray, 

 

COME, THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 



Mark your calendar for  
and join us for the PW Christmas Party 

in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Tuesday, December 8,  at 6:00 p.m. 
 

We’ll have good food, fellowship  
and a time of celebration. 

Mark your calendars to come to  

CPC’s Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service. 

6:00 p.m. 

Thursday 

 December 24, 2015 

It is a special evening service  

with candles  and singing of loved 

Christmas Carols 

Led by CPC’s Chancel Choir 



     The holiday season is upon us!  We will have our annual poinsettias 

decorating the sanctuary  during the Christmas season.   CPC members and 

friends will have an opportunity to order the flowers for $10.00 each.  You 

may dedicate a memorial or honor someone through this beautiful floral 

presentation.  You will also have an opportunity to donate funds  towards 

fresh wreaths.  The same memorial or honorarium opportunity will be 

provided for these wreaths as well.  We are in hopes that there will be a 

nice balance of poinsettias and fresh wreaths to add to the charm of our 

lovely church for the season that we celebrate the birth of our Lord in 

worship.   

 

     Please fill out the form and place your orders early.  You may drop 

them in the offering plate or bring it by the office.  The wreaths will 

remain in the church.  Y ou are encouraged to take home your poinsettias 

after worship on December 28th. 

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM: 
 

I/we would like to order __________ Poinsettias at $10.00 ea. and/or donate $______________ toward 

fresh wreaths.  The flowers will be placed in the sanctuary on December 13th. 
   

                    IN MEMORY OF . . .     IN HONOR OF . . . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

    Telephone______________________________and email:_____________________________________ 

 

   Check enclosed for $_______________             Given by:  __________________________________________ 

 

Poinsettia order deadline: Thursday, December 3rd 

  

  

  

  

  



 

CPC will again bring a  little joy to needy children in our 

community this Christmas season, through our annual 

“Giving Tree.”  The Giving Tree will be placed in our 

Sanctuary beginning November 29 with tags.  The last 

Sunday to bring gifts will be December 12th. 

 

To participate in this ministry, select a child’s name tag 

from the tree.  Please place your wrapped gifts under the 

tree for pick up and delivery before December 10th.   

  What a blessing it will be knowing you brought a smile            

to a needy child’s face on Christmas morning.   

You are Invited to Covington Presbyterian Church’s Christmas Cantata 

“A Service of Carols” by Hal H. Hopson 

 

Sunday, December 13 at 10:30 am 
Followed by a Holiday Lunch 

(Turkeys are Provided, please bring a side and/or a dessert) 
 

We will have traditional Christmas Carols and Scripture Readings by 

CPC’s Chancel Choir  







 



 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30am Boomers Small 
Group 
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

2  

 
 
 
 
Sarah Cole 
Betty                         
Lancaster 
Danny Key 

3 
 
 
 
 
Mickey 
Treadaway 

4  

10am Adult  
Bible Study* 

5:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
Linda Voyles 

5 6 7 
9-4 Sanctuary in use 
9:30am  Ladies Breakfast 
 
8-11am 
 

8 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
 
 
Grant Lambert 

 

9 10 
9:30am 
5:30pm  
Ladies Cir-
cles 
6pm Gen X 

11 

10am Adult  
Bible Study* 

5:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

Bobbe Willard 
Myralnn Gibbs 

12 13 14 
8-11am 

15 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service 
11:30 Potluck Lunch  
11:30am Boomers Small 
Group 
11:30 Holiday Potluck 

16 
1pm-6pm 
Operation 
Christmas Child 

6pm Session 
Mtg. 
 
 
Jack McLean 

17 
1pm-6pm 
Operation 
Christmas 
Child 

18 

10am Adult  
Bible Study* 

5:30 pm 

 
1pm-6pm 
Operation Christ-
mas Child                         
Jane Ellen Bilbe 

19 
1pm-6pm 
Operation 
Christmas 
Child 
 
 
 
Liz White 

20 
1pm-6pm 
Operation 
Christmas 
Child 
 
Amy Acosta 
Ford                
Lambert 
Alex Spell 

21 
1pm-4pm 
Operation Christmas Child 
 

8-11 am 

22 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service 
11:30-1pm  Operation Christmas 
Child  

 

23 
12-1  Operation 
Christmas Child 

24 

 
6pm Gen X 
 
 
Bridget 
Dunnavant 
Mark Finch 
Joe Tos-

25 

10am Adult  
Bible Study* 

5:30 pm 

26 
Thanksgiving 

27 28 
 
8-11am 
 
 
9:30am Christmas Tree & 
Church Decorating 

299:15    Adult Classes                      

9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30am Boomers Small 
Group 
Judy Manton 
Vickie Hesson 

30      

      Birthdays                 Food Bank Sunday      

*Fellowship Hall  

 

 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
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