
     

                                                                                                                             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of you have probably noticed the relocation of our library to the corner of the Fellowship Hall. This was 

done for several reasons. Most importantly, it was to increase the utilization of the library. It had been almost 2 

years since a book had been "officially" checked out from the other location. Having it in a location where it is 

no longer tucked away allows for folks to sit and read and enjoy the space at all times. My hope is to 

eventually have times of fellowship centered near the library with coffee and cookies available after the 

service. The room where the library used to be will now be known as the "Ria Warner Classroom." 

 

In addition to the need for a new location, there was need for us to pick through old books and bring in new 

books. This was an interesting activity for me and those who helped me. As we picked and purchased; read, 

thumbed, and discovered, one thing stood out: the story of the Christian faith is a library similar to this one.  

Some of our bindings and covers have grown older and tattered but the story within remains timeless. Some of 

our stories have changed over time and we've reformed our thinking, like many of the authors whose books 

have made their ways to the shelves. Some of us find ourselves judged way too often by those things written 

about us and wish someone would take the time to read beyond the back cover. There are some of us who find 

our stories to be filled with pictures and color without need to use many words. 

 

Then again, not all of our stories can be contained to one shelf or one book. Some of us may have grown from 

a childlike faith to a time of ethical questioning and social examination. Others of us may be inclined to focus 

intently on the Scriptural foundations found within the reformed faith but need to also find ways to apply that 

today.  

 

Yes my friends, our stories are mysterious, comedic, terrifying, dramatic, and dull. Our own personal stories 

find us characters in many books while we invite others to enter our stories as well. God continues to write, to 

cross t's, dot i's, and even erase sometimes. Our stories are adventures that are all our own. Yet, like the books 

on those shelves, we share those stories, hoping that they can change lives, reform faith, and become favorites. 

My friends, please check out the new library in the corner of the fellowship hall. You'll find new stories, and 

old stories and I promise you won't be disappointed. My friends, please check out this new library of faith 

called the church. You'll find new stories and old stories and I promise you won't be disappointed. 

 

 

God bless, 

Rob 
 

  

  

 

 
        

 

     

                                              September, 2015  

Psalm 119:105   “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 



Laura Battisetlla (chemo) 

Leo Cardon (health) 

Ruth Carr (cont. recovery) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/Deacons 

Rev. Bob & Julia Ledbetter  

Melba Logan (health)                                   

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health) 

Linda McLean (health) 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Relationships (marital/family/spiritual) 

Family of Marilyn Sevier (loss) 

Henry Sevier (health) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens 

Vision Team  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

 

 

 
Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

Habitat for Humanity                                        

Operation Christmas Child                    

Covington Food Bank 

For the Month of  July: 

 

Pledges & Gifts received for the month of July 

were $22,748.  For the year-to-date through 

July, Pledges & Gifts of $201,075 were over 

budget by $15,285. 

 

The repairs and painting of the church and bell 

tower have been completed and all payments 

have been made for this work. 

 

A donation was made to the Covington Food 

Bank and Habitat for Humanity of $600.00. 

 

Full Financial Statements are available in the 

church office.   

 

Thank you for your support of Covington 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

Clara Rutland,                                                 

Bookkeeper   

The month of September begins the Ladies’ Circle meetings.  There are two to choose from and 

all ladies are invited to join: 

The Mary/Martha Circle:  Begins Tuesday, September 8 at 9:30 a.m. (and every second Tuesday 

of the month for both unless otherwise announced) at the home of Jean Carriere. 

The Night Circle:  Begins Tuesday, September 8 at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  There will 

be a light supper and then the study and discussion. 

The study:  The 2015-2016 Horizons Bible Study entitled:  “Come to the 

Waters” by Judy Fletcher.  In this study the group will consider the waters of 

chaos in Genesis, and the River of Life in the last chapter of Revelation, 

where chaos is no more.  Water plays a central role in many stories in the 

Bible.  We will explore some of the Bible’s 800 references to water. 



Pictured left: 

Jason Johnston dressed with the Armor of God, a lesson that was taught in 

Cross Country on Sunday, August 23rd. 

It all started out as a simple thought. “What should I do for a back to school 

bulletin board?” From that thought I combed Pinterest and googled bulletin 

boards looking for a spark of inspiration. Then I stumbled upon this picture 

with a simple bible verse.  

 

“For this child I prayed” 1 Samuel 1:27 

 

It’s very simple, yet so powerful. If you haven’t seen the bulletin board yet, 

stop by the education building. All of our amazing children (and soon to be 

children) are listed around this bible verse.  

Each Sunday, we have children joining us in worship, children’s moment, then 

children’s church. Within this hour, we have many times to reach out to them, 

to show them love, and to teach them about Jesus. What an amazing 

opportunity this is!  

 

Thank you for sharing your children with us.     

 

Erin Johnston 

Children’s Director 

Pictured Below:  Erin Johnston and Chuck Morton have been busy bees 

painting and decorating the Cross Country room upstairs in the Education 

Building.  The room is bright, uplifting and welcoming.  Stop by to see it!  The 

children are going to love learning in this inviting environment.  Thank you for 

all of your hard work, Erin and Chuck! 

 



On Sunday, August 16, CPC Pastor, Rev. Rob White took a moment during the worship service to gather the school children 

and teachers together, with their backpacks on, to pray for their success and God’s blessings on them for the new school year. 

 Adalyn White with her backpack. Tags were attached to the backpacks. 



Lectionary Readings for the month of September, 2015 
Our weekly “Robservation” devotionals and sermons will come from these readings. 

For the week of: 

September 6  :  Prov. 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; Ps. 125; James 2:1-17; Mark 7:24-37 

September 13:  Prov. 1:20-33; Ps. 19; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38 

September 20:  Prov. 31:10-31; Ps. 1; James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37 

September 27:  Esther  7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22; Ps. 124; James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 

 
 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS:  The Adult study at this time will be a 6 week study/discussion on “How We 
Got the Bible” by Timothy Paul Jones, PhD.  The author is a professor of Christian Ministry and an 
Associate Vice President at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.  The teachers/facilitators will 
rotate each week.   Any adults are welcome to attend this class, which meets each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall.  
ADULT “CONNECTIONS” CLASS:  This class uses “The Upper  Room - In Small Groups” 
devotional booklet.  There is a Wednesday meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then 
discusses it on Sunday at 9:15am in the Education Building, the new Ria Warner Classroom.                                                      
WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY:  The new Fall study, beginning September 9, will be “Israel’s 
Mission” from Ray VanderLaan’s “That the World May Know” series.  All adults are invited to join in 
the Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m. 
SMALL GROUP NEWS:    
  The Small Groups are going strong! Small groups are a wonderful way to grow closer to God 
and each other through prayer, support, and Christian education. There are three groups:  Seniors, 
Boomers, and Generation XY’s.                                                                                                                                                                                   

 The Seniors:  Please look for an announcement in upcoming worship bulletins.  The 
group plan to meet once a month.  The co-chairs serving the group are Helen Camp and 
Diane Cole.  In late August, the group travelled to McComb, MS, and enjoyed lunch at 
The Dinner Bell.  The Seniors will also meet for lunch after the service September 27th 
in the Fellowship Hall.  Lunch will be provided. 

The Boomers meet  following the worship service and plan to continue meeting every other week 
(watch for dates in the Bulletin’s “Opportunities for Involvement” calendar.)   
           The Gen XY group plan on meeting the second and fourth Tuesday of each month in 
the Fellowship Hall at 6pm.  This month the meetings will be on Sept. 8 and 22nd. 
 Everyone is encouraged to attend.  If you have any questions, contact Katie Anderson at 
Kathleenkanderson@yahoo.com or call her 985-687-3576.   
   
 
 

...but grow in the grace 

and knowledge of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  To Him be the 

glory, both now and to 

the day of eternity.   

2 Peter 3:18 

September 6  :  “Empty Handed”  Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23/James 2:1-10, 14-17 

September 13:   “Brackish Water?”     James 3:1-12 

September 20:   “Fools for Christ”     1 Corinthians 1:18-24 

September 27:   “Harvest Time”    Psalm 1 & James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

mailto:Kathleenkanderson@yahoo.com


  This month we are 

spotlighting Nick 

and Hayley Smith.  

You will enjoy 

getting to know this 

wonderful couple.                               

Hayley and Nick Smith, along with their dogs Elvis and Spice, moved to Covington in February 2014. 

They began visiting Covington Presbyterian Church right away and became members that fall. 

 

Nick and Haley were married October 13, 2013 at the Citadel Chapel in Charleston, South Carolina 

where they both attended college then met in 2010. 

 

Nick works for Pierce Commercial in Mandeville.  He is active with the CPC "Property Brothers" and 

became a deacon for CPC on June 19th, 2015.  Hayley is the Louisiana Territory Manager for Gourmet 

Foods International and is involved in the New Orleans culinary community.   

 

They look forward to many more years of worship and fellowship with their new family at Covington 

Presbyterian Church.  

Getting to Know . . .Nick and Hayley Smith 



 

 

                                                                                                                                        

THE FOOD BANK – ONLY 1,353 POUNDS TO GO !!  From January through 

July, our generous church family donated the equivalent of 3,047 pounds in cash 

and food donations to The Food Bank.  WOW!!   We need to donate at least 250 

pounds of food each month for the rest of the year if we are going to meet our 

annual goal of 4,400 pounds in food and cash donations.  PLEASE REMEMBER 

that EVERY SUNDAY IS FOOD BANK SUNDAY, and drop your food 

donations in the food barrel each week.   If you prefer to make a monetary 

donation, just drop your check made payable to CPC in the offering plate with 

“Food Bank” designated on the memo line. Each dollar you donate is equal to one 

pound of food.  

The highly successful STAIR program at Covington Elementary on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:30-5:00 p.m. will 

begin in September.  A second STAIR program is starting in Covington at Faith Bible Church on Tuesday and Thursday 

afternoons from 3:30-5:00 p.m. for students at Lyon Elementary.  If you are interested in volunteering, two training classes 

will be held at Covington Presbyterian Church’s Fellowship Hall on Monday, September 14 and Thursday, September 24 

from 1:30-3:30 p.m.  The training is for  new volunteers.  (The tutors that are currently trained do not need to be 

there.) 

Did you know this church sponsors 5 different missions? Did you know we helped start 3 of those in St. Tammany Parrish?  

Did you know that there is a Presbyterian College Ministry at Southeastern Louisiana University? 

Did you know that there are 7 committees in this church you can serve on? 

Did you know there are 4 different opportunities for Bible study? 

Did you know there were 3 small groups you can join? 

Did you know you are needed in this church and in this community? 

Did you know you have a chance for a free lunch or dinner with the pastor at the restaurant of your choosing? 

On September 13, there will be a ministry fair in the fellowship hall directly after service. We will have lunch 

available and there will be tables with many representatives from various ministries in this church and ministries we 

can and do support. 

We ask that each person be a part of one ministry/committee and help support one mission. If you can do more, that is great! 

However, as a growing church, we need you to be a part of it.  

So please come that day (Sept 13) and talk to the volunteers and sponsors who will be here. 



The Ria Warner Library 

If you haven’t already seen the ‘new’ Ria Warner Library, stop by the Fellowship Hall to see the set-up.  The Ria 

Warner Library was originally in the Education Building and has now been moved to become a cozy corner in the 

Fellowship Hall.  There will be a place to have coffee and enjoy browsing through the books.  There are books for 

children to read as well.  Pictured above is Pastor Rob White reading a book to Miles Johnston. 

The above pictures were taken at the Back to School Potluck lunch, August 16, 2015.  As can be seen, people are 

enjoying the use of the comfortable library area. 



B 
B 
Q 

Directions from the church: 

Go NE on S Jefferson Ave toward E. 20th Ave. 

Take the 1st left onto W 21st Ave/US-190/Bus W/LA-21 

Turn left onto S Tyler St.LA-21 and follow LA-21 3.4 mi 

Turn right onto Brewster Rd.  3.6 mi 

Turn left onto Perrilloux Rd.  0.8 mi 

Look for 173 Perrilloux Rd.                                                                                              

(If you reach Hwy. 22 W you’ve gone about 0.2 mi too far.) 

Jeff and Erin’s phone number is 504-416-5243 or email: 

jeffsims77@gmail.com. 

Starting at 1:30 pm on September 26 at the home of Erin and Jeff Sims, 173 Perrilloux Rd., 

Madisonville, 70447,  we will gather together for a time of fellowship and fun until about 5pm. 

For everyone we will have great food.  We will have barbecue-galore so we need your ribs, 

brisket, pulled pork, chicken, or sides. If you would like to bring some food, some drinks, or some 

sides, please email revrobwhite@gmail.com and let us know what you will bring.   

Do you have a pet? Does he or she mean the world to you? We want to honor that 

relationship on the weekend of St. Francis day. Rob will have a Presbyterian Pastor Prayers 

for the Pets on October 3 at 10:30 am on the lawn of the church.  

 

Please bring your pet and each one will receive an individual prayer from the pastor.  

 

Prayers 
for Pets 

Mark your calendar for  

“ Trunk or Treat” to take 

place on                                         

October 25 from 4-6.   

Candy! 

Games!                 

And More! 
Be thinking about 

decorating the trunk of 

your car.  There are lots of 

ideas on the internet.                 

More details to come. . .   
 

mailto:revrobwhite@gmail.com


August 2, 2015 
 Mary I Nuckols Lisa Parker 

       Gordon Mellencamp       Sidney Harper  Mary Case and Jennifer Case 

Michelle Broadrick with children,                               Ralph & Lydia Knecht 

Austin and Taylor Sledge     



Covington Presbyterian Church   

Back to School . . .                   

 On Sunday, August 16, to celebrate the end of summer as well as “Back to School”, CPC had a Bluegrass Sunday event for the 

worship service.   The guest bluegrass musicians, “The Last Chance Bluegrass Band”  played many favorite gospel songs.  The 

congregation joined in the singing and enjoyed the time of worship.   A Potluck lunch followed as seen in the pictures below.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Covington Presbyterian Church 

Damage 

to the 

Stairwell 

in the 

Educa-

tion 

Building. 

Mary Ruth Hastings with grandsons, taking a break. Refugees Dick Hastings and grandsons, Clark & Lee 

Lambert.     (Inside Fellowship Hall’s kitchen)  Center:  Uprooted tree in front of Education Building.                                                    

Outside views of the back of the Sanctuary and the Fellowship Hall. 

Globes 

missing  



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

          HYMN OF THE MONTH 

     BE THOU MY VISION 

 
 The hymn of the month for September is Be Thou My 

Vision. It is a favorite for many people. The lyrics date back to 

the 8th Century. They were translated by Mary E. Byrne and 

published in a periodical Erin in 1905. Eleanor Hull’s 

versification was published in Poem Book of the Gael (1912). 

The name of the hymn is SLANE and Slane is a hill near Tara in 

County Meath, Ireland. The hymn in the Celebration Hymnal was 

arranged by David Allen. 

 The hymn’s poetry and moving melody beautifully 

express the desires of the Christian heart. Its popularity rose only 

in the past 50 years. Between 400 and 700 AD the Irish people 

lived out a passionate faith in Christ. Ireland took up the 

missionary endeavor with excitement. The country became 

known for its all-absorbing efforts to share Christianity 

throughout the world. Irish missionaries travelled to Scotland and 

Switzerland spreading the Good News wherever they went.  

 Some scholars believe that the words to the hymn are the product of a man known 

simply as St. Patrick. He was born in about 386 A.D. along the banks of the River Clyde in 

what is now called Scotland. When he was 16 he was kidnapped by pirates and taken as a slave 

to Ireland. While in Ireland he gave his life to Jesus Christ and he eventually escaped. He never 

forgot this experience and when he turned 30 he returned to his former captors. History tells us 

that St. Patrick was the man most responsible for the Good News of Christ coming to Ireland. 

The results of his preaching created over 200 churches being established and 100,000 converts 

were baptized. One legend attributed to St. Patrick is the way he explained the Holy Trinity of 

three persons in one God with the shamrock. To the unbelievers he showed the three-leaf plant 

with one stalk. 

 One of the best ways to learn about someone is to observe how they spend their time 

and money! Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Luke 12:34. This 

hymn expresses the exuberant faith of one whose focus is not on money, but God. “Riches I 

heed not, nor man’s empty praise: Thou mine inheritance, now and always.” 

 The writer of Be Thou My Vision refers to God by many descriptive titles. Some of 

them are taken directly from the Bible while others, not found in Scripture, are consistent with 

Biblical teaching. “Be thou my vision, Lord of my heart, Thou my best thought, be thou my 

wisdom, Thou my true word, Thou my great Father, Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, High 

King of heaven, my treasure Thou art and Ruler of all.”                                                                   

 Many millions worldwide embrace this humble text and lyric tune as a vehicle of praise 

and worship. It has a singular voice of fierce devotion rooted in medieval Celtic Christianity 

that is still relevant today. 

CHOIR NEWS:  CPC’s Chancel Choir  is presently rehearsing for  the Chr istmas Cantata which 
will be Sunday, December 13th.  They are singing “Festival of Lessons and Carols,” a cantata by John 
Leavitt.  The Cantata is a collection of eleven traditional carols many of us know and sing.  They come 
together to create a beautiful work.  New members are welcome! 

 





"A merry heart  doeth good like a medicine."  

Tongue in Cheek - from the Pastor  
 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
5:30 pm 

 
 
 

Christina Cox 

3 4 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Tice 

5 
8-11am 

 

6 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  

7 8 
9:30 Circle 

Mtg. 
5:30 Circle 

Mtg. 
 

6pm GenX 
Small Group 

9 
10am Adult Bible 

Study begins* 
5:30 pm 

 
 
 

Valora Spencer 

10 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nell Selzer 

12 
8-11am 

 
 
 
 
 

Hunter Cuevas 

13 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30  Ministry Fair, lunch 
provided. 

14 
12:30-4pm 

STAIR 
Training* 

4:30 Scouts 

15 1610am Adult 

Bible Study* 
5:30 pm 

 
5pm Wed. Night 

Dinner 
Danielle Voyles 

17 
Puddin             

Hawkins 
Jennifer 
Spinks 

Diane Cole 
Julia            

Ledbetter 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

5:30 Wedding 
Rehearsal 

19 
8-11am 

 
 

5pm Wedding 

20 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30 Vision Team Mtg. 
    Dee Tice   

21 
 
 

4:30 Scouts 

22 
6pm GenX 

Small Group 
 
 
 

 Henry Sevier 

23 

10am Adult Bible 
Study* 

5:30 pm 
 

24 
12:30-4pm 

STAIR Train-
ing 

 
Janice Cox 

Perkins 

25 
 
 
 
 

Dianne Kaack 

268-11am 

 
Church Picnic-

Jeff&Erin 
Sims’home 

Sondra Johnson 

27 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Youth Group Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30 Senior Group Lunch 
(provided) * 

28 
6:30pm 
Scouts 

29 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Panek 

30 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
5:30 pm 

 
 

Maia Alexander 
Clay Fonseca 

   

2015 

*Fellowship Hall     Birthday(s) 


