
     

  

 I have a dear friend who asked me to tell him what I want the church to be and where I see the 

church going. 

 

 In any other workplace, it would be easy to sit down and write out five, ten, twenty year goals of 

what the business should and can be. This is not as easy to do with a church. The goals of this church are 

not based on what I want or what the staff wants. However, also, know this, it is only loosely based on 

what you want. Instead, I am employed and you are part of something that is bigger than a building, more 

powerful than a mission statement, and more involved than a few meetings. This church has gone through 

much hurt and many joys and has continued striving. Twenty years ago, the folks gathered probably 

would not have envisioned what happened five years later. Ten years ago, folks probably would not have 

guessed there would be as much hurt as there was a few years later. Five years ago, folks probably would 

not have picked a thirty year old to be the pastor of your church. Three years ago, we probably would not 

have guessed that our largest worship attendances would become our smallest attendances now.  

 

 No, we reform as Christians. We reform as a church. Through it all, our boss is so much greater 

than a CEO or a board of directors could ever be. Our boss knows what is to come and what has been. 

Our boss knows so much more about us and about our church than we could ever imagine. Which leaves 

us, the people of God, following and responding as best as we can. We try new ministries, we maintain 

existing ones, and we pull the plugs on ministries that have served their time. We reform!  

 

 In the next few months, our session will approve the putting together of a long range planning 

team. On this team will be long time members, newer members, parents, grandparents, women, and men 

who make up various parts of this church and who echo different voices. We will ask them to respond to 

where God has placed us and to envision where God is sending us. My hopes are that they will give us a 

fair assessment of current programs, staff, and facilities and help us to envision how to shape each 

category to better serve you and this community.  

 

 Our church is one that is growing and soon, we will have 200 members. 200 members signifies a 

shift from a membership church (one where people come because of their relationships with individual 

members and through which most work is done by specific people) to a program church (one where the 

gifts of the members are utilized to develop successful programs for new and existing individuals). My 

hope is that this new team will help us develop an appropriate response for growth. 

  

 Please be in prayer for our church and please be willing to share your ideas as we move forward. 

Our church is your church and you are the ones who will both benefit from and provide the initiative to 

move this church to the next level. 

 

 God Bless and stay cool, 

 

 

         Rob 

 

     

 

 

 

                                           July, 2015  

Psalm 119:105   “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 



Laura Battisetlla (chemo) 

Leo Cardon (health) 

Ruth Carr (cont. recovery) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

Betty Lancaster (strength) 

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/Deacons 

Julia Ledbetter (recovery) 

                             

Melba Logan (health)                                   

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health) 

Linda McLean (recovery) 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Relationships (marital/family/spiritual) 

Henry Sevier (health) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

 

 

 
Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

 Habitat for Humanity                                        

Operation Christmas Child                    

Covington Food Bank 

For the Month of  May 

 

Pledges and Gifts received in May totaled 

$12,265.  For the year-to-date through May, 

Pledges and Gifts of $163,822 were $10,916 

over budget. 

 

Full Financial Statements are available in the 

church office.   

 

Thank you for your support of Covington 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

Clara Rutland, 

Bookkeeper   

At 5 p.m. on Wednesday, July 29th , come enjoy a delicious meal 

followed by Bingo Game Night.  The meals are $5.00 per person 

or $10.00 for the entire family.  This promises to be an evening of 

fun! 

During the worship service on June 28th CPC youth shared wonderful things about their time at Montreat Camp. 



Lectionary Readings for the month of July, 2015 
Our weekly “Robservation” devotionals and sermons will come from these readings. 

 
For the week of: 

June 28:  2 Sam. 1:1, 17-27; Ps. 130; 2 Cor. 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43 

July 5:    2 Sam. 5:1-5, 9-10; Ps. 48; 2 Cor. 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13 

July 12:  2 Sam. 6:1-5, 12b-19; Ps. 24; Eph. 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29 

July 19:  2 Sam. 7:1-14a; Ps. 89:20-37; Eph. 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34; 53-56 

July 26:  2 Sam. 11:1-15; Ps. 14; Eph. 3:4-21; John 6:1-21 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS:  

 From July 5 through August 9, this class will study "How Should Congregations Talk About 

Tough Issues?", material designed to help Presbyterians become more comfortable and effective in 

dealing with tough issues in the congregation's life.  Class members will rotate leadership of the weekly 

discussions, using a study guide with suggested Bible references.  Any adults are welcome to attend this 

class, which meets each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

CONNECTIONS CLASS:  (Sunday at 9:15am Library)  

This class uses “The Upper Room - In Small Groups” devotional booklet.  There is a Wednesday 

meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then discusses it on Sunday.                                          

WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 
The Wednesday Bible Study has concluded for the summer and will not meet again until the Fall season.  
Please look for announcements in the August Lamplighter as to what the new study will be focusing on. 
 
SMALL GROUP NEWS:    

  The Small Groups are going strong! Small groups are a wonderful way to grow 
closer to God and each other through prayer, support, and Christian education. There are 
three groups:  Seniors, Boomers, and Generation XY’s.                                                                                                                                                                                   
 The Seniors:  The date of the next meeting hasn’t been set as yet.  Please look for an 
announcement in upcoming worship bulletins.  They plan to meet once a month.  The co-

chairs serving the group are Helen Camp and Diane Cole.  The group is presently assessing the needs of 
Seniors in order to find solutions as to how these needs can be helped.  
The Boomers meet July 12 and 26th following the worship service and plan to continue meeting 
every other week   
The Gen XY group plan on meeting the second and fourth Tuesday of each month in the 
Fellowship Hall at 6pm.  This month the meetings will be on July 7th and 21st.  
 Everyone is encouraged to attend.  If you have any questions, contact Katie Anderson at 
Kathleenkanderson@yahoo.com or call her 985-687-3576.   
   

...but grow in the grace 

and knowledge of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  To Him be the 

glory, both now and to 

the day of eternity.   

2 Peter 3:18 

 

July 5:      Rev. David Henry “Jesus Boasted” 

July 12:  “Two Banquets”  Mark 6:14-29 and Mark 6:30-44 

July 19:  “Come All”  Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 and Ephesians 2:11-22 

July 26:  “More Than We Can Fathom”  John 6:1-21 and Ephesians 3:14-21 

mailto:Kathleenkanderson@yahoo.com


  This month we are 

spotlighting Chuck Morton.  

Chuck is a regular fixture 

around CPC because he is 

always checking on things 

that need to be fixed.  What a 

great job he did overseeing 

the recent repairs and 

renovation of CPC’s 

Sanctuary.  Chuck, you are a 

blessing.  We hope you enjoy 

reading more about him 

below. . . 

 Chuck Morton went to Montreat, but not this year.  The KATRIINA flood waters sent Chuck 

and Ann packing from Metairie to Covington in 2005.  He attended Hampden Sydney College and Ann 

the University of Alabama.  They were married at St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church in 1962. 

 

 The Mortons are parents of two children, a daughter Page, who is a CPA in Atlanta with two 

sons.  Their son Gray lives in Covington with three boys ages 6 to 26.  Gray is a Surgical Rep for OSI. 

 

 A native of New Orleans, Chuck was President of Sports and Entertainment Insurance Services.  

He was active in the United Way serving as a Division Chairman and a member of Agency Relations 

Committee.  In 1967 he received the United Way Outstanding Volunteer award.  He served as a Staff 

Officer in the 39th Infantry Division and Headquarters Commander of the 225th Combat Engineers. 

 

 Chuck was a member of St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church until 2013.  He joined the 

Covington Church that same year.  He is currently an Elder serving as Chairman of the Nominating and 

Property Committee.  Also he is an Elder on the Committee of Ministry, Presbytery of South Louisiana. 

 

 Finally, Chuck has enjoyed being allowed to join the CPC Property Brothers and getting to 

know who keeps the buildings glued together. 

 

Note:  The picture on Lookout Mountain, NC was taken in 1956 with Chuck’s father and brother.  The 

little one in the picture is Chuck. 



Covington Presbyterian 
Church 

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL 

June 29 - July 1 

 

The children embarked on an icy expedition!    They had glacier games, imagination stations, and bible 

expeditions.   VBS was a great experience for all.  Below are photo memories: 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.group.com%2Fvbs%2Feverest&ei=1WA2VfbzOoerogTXuIFw&bvm=bv.91386359,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEgbxs7SPVhfLJhSbk5CKeBLdA1qQ&ust=1429713474767725


 

Having fun with dry ice. 

  

 

 

 

Class

room 

and 

fun 

times 

at 

VBS. 



CPC  Youth At Montreat 

 

The Youth had a blast at Montreat, North Carolina, June 13-20th.  Thanks to Rob and Tracy White and Jason and Erin Johnston                                               

for being there with them and for guiding them throughout the week. 



 

STAIR -  Seven CPC members have participated in the 

STAIR program this past school year.  Dick Hastings, 

Patty Jeffries, Ann Harper, Dianne Kaack, Katie Landry, 

and Carol Lapari are weekly tutors, and Conie Abernathy 

is a substitute tutor.  Many thanks to these members who 

devote their time each week to help second graders at 

Covington Elementary School improve their reading 

skills.  If you would like to participate in this 

worthwhile  program the next school year, please get in 

touch with Dick Hastings. 

ho

The good news is that in the first three weeks of 

June we donated 165 pounds of food to The Food 

Bank.  The bad news is that in May we only 

donated fifty-one pounds of food.   We need to 

donate at least 200 pounds of food each month for 

the rest of the year if we are going to meet our 

annual goal of 4400 pounds in food and cash 

donations, so please remember that Every Sunday is 

Food Bank Sunday and br ing your  food 

donations to church with you each week.                  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               
Rob’s 

Recommended 
Reads: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inside Out-This was the first movie our son, Liam, has sat all the way 

through, with the exception of a few potty breaks. This movie explores 

the various emotions inside of a child's mind and the way each is needed 

and used. The main character is the emotion, "Joy," who is a part of 

almost every aspect of the child's life until one day she and "Sadness" 

battle and disappear for a season of the child's life after she is forced to 

move. Soon, it is discovered that although Joy is a wonderful thing, 

sadness, anger, fear, and disgust are needed; if for no other reason than 

to understand joy a little more. In our lives, we need not mask our 

emotions as they make us who we are and help us appreciate where 

we've been. 

Stranger than Fiction-What would happened if 

suddenly you discovered your life was being 

narrated? What would happen if you discovered 

your life was so routine that you no longer knew 

excitement? This movie, starring Will Farrell, walks 

you through that very scenario. Harold Crick 

discovers he is the character in an author's book and 

he begins to discover his narrative is not quite as 

exciting as one may wish. This movie encourages 

one to seek a little more excitement in our narratives 

than just moving throughout the day waiting for the 

next one. 

What I've just started: "Our Great Big American God"- by Matthew Paul 

Turner (Purchased for the new library). What happens when we begin to 

ask, "Did God change America or did America change God?" When culture 

defines God, we can often get up in arms about who God is when really we 

are arguing who we want God to be. This book promises to challenge every 

reader. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgoogle.com%2Fsearch%3Ftbm%3Disch%26q%3DInside%2BOut&ei=zAqUVdvqCI7JogSw2pDAAg&psig=AFQjCNEvLCt442CdNGUb-zHnA-_fj0wmxQ&ust=1435851852199407


The above picture was donated to CPC courtesy of Gary and Jeanie Schoen.  The photograph belonged to “Lady” Schoen 

(grandmother of Jeff Schoen and long time member of CPC)  and taken on Rally Day, September 26,1948 outside of Covington 

Presbyterian Church.  Please let the office know if you can identify anyone in the picture. 

The steeple is now totally refurbished and stands brightly atop CPC’s bell 

tower.  Thanks to Chuck Morton for overseeing this task. 

CPC’s pastor, Rev. Rob White, asked the blessing        

at the inauguration of Mayor Mike Cooper,    

Wednesday, July 1, 2015. (Photo by Rob White) 

Congratulations                   

Mayor Cooper. 



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH 

        Just a Closer Walk with Thee 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The hymn of the month for July is Just a Closer Walk with Thee. It is a traditional gospel song 

and recorded by many artists over the years. The title and lyrics of the song allude to the Biblical 

passage 2 Corinthians 5:7: “We walk by faith, not by sight.” 

  

 This hymn is probably the most favorite southern gospel song of the twentieth century.  No one 

knows who composed it or when it was written. Circumstantial evidence strongly suggests it dates back 

to southern African-American churches of the 19th century, possibly even prior to the Civil War, as some 

African-American histories recall “slaves singing as they worked in the fields – a song about walking by 

the Lord’s side.”  A boom of recordings were made in the 1940s of many genre, which include music 

ranging from Southern gospel to jazz and brass bands. Some references in Atchison, Kansas credit an 

African-American foundry worker and vocalist, Rev. Elijah Cluke (1907-1974) for the current rendition 

of the song.  Just a Closer walk with Thee became better known nationally in the 1930s when African-

American churches held large musical conventions.  In 1940 Kenneth Morris arranged and published the 

well-known version. He added some new lyrics and a choral arrangement.  

 

 The Selah Jubilee Singers made the first known recording on October 8, 1941. Also, Rosetta 

Tharpe with Lucky Millinder and His Orchestra recorded the song on December 2, 1941. A revival of 

traditional New Orleans jazz caused multiple recordings of the song. Bunk Johnson’s Brass Band 

featured it in a 1945 session. In 1950, Red Foley made and sold a million copies. This song has been 

recorded by many artists. One can hardly attend half time at a football game and not hear it played. The 

Southeastern Louisiana University’s band plays this at every football game and I am sure it is played by 

other schools. 

 

Just a closer walk with Thee, Grant it, Jesus, is my plea. 

Daily walking close to Thee, Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 

 

 

(Note:  There will be no choir practice during the month of July.  Practice will resume in August.) 

 

 

 



"A merry heart  doeth good like a medicine."  

(Proverbs 17:22) 



  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 

5:30-8pm 
Night VBS 

 
     Tim Fell 

2 
 
 
 
 

Carolyn 
Trimble 

3 4 
 
 
 
 

Youth Group 
Fireworks/

Madisonville 

5 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
 
 
 
4pm Youth Group 

6 76:30 

Small 
Group Meet
-Edu.Bldg. 

7pm                  
Kiwanis-

F.H.* 

8 
 

 
     Pat Gresham 

 

9 10 11 8-11am 

 
 
 

9:30am PW 
Council 

 
Linda McLean 

12 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30 Boomers Small Group 
 

13 14 
 

(No Circles) 

 

15 

 
 
 
 

    Tracy White 

16 17 
 
 

Forrest 
Heintz 

188-11am 

 
 

10am Memorial 
Service-Ed                
Terrebonne 
Noon:F.H. 
Booked* 

19 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
4pm  Youth Group 

20 
 
 
 

Jim 
Badeaux 

Ralph 
Knecht 

21 

 
 
 

6:30 
Small 

Group Meet 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                                              

Deborah Morris 

23 24 25 8-11am 

26 
 

9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30  Boomers Small Group 
4pm Youth Group 
 
 

27 28 29 
5pm Bingo Game Night 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gavin Acosta 
Grant Acosta 

30 31  

The Whites are on Vacation this week 

*Fellowship Hall       Birthdays 


