
     

What Will You Do? 
 

My friends, as I mentioned last week, our church is in a steady growing pattern in terms of people and of 

programs. Our new visioning team will start next week with the hopes of providing us short and long term 

goals for our church. When having conversations with fellow pastors who serve growing churches, they often 

warn me about one problem: a few people doing a lot of the work. I disagree with them because I don't think 

we have that problem. We have a lot of new faces stepping up and providing time and energy on different 

committees. 

 

However, it doesn't take long for new kinetic energy to grow tired and slow down, especially when it is hard to 

see the fruits of his or her labor. So, I want to ask you, personally. What will you do? What will you do to 

make sure the ministries of this church continue to grow? What will you do to make sure our leaders have the 

support they need? What will you do to make sure that this church is exactly what you want? 

 

Here are some suggestions: 

 Show up. Come to worship or a Sunday School class or a small group or a Wednesday activity. Often 

starting can be the beginning of habit. There are a lot of great things that require a lot of planning and the best 

thing you can do is show up and participate. Who knows? This may give you the inspiration to do something 

new. Speaking of... 

 Start something new. If it hasn't been done, it doesn't mean it can't be done. Call me day or night and we 

will make sure your idea is investigated and initiated.  

 Pray for your church to make the right decisions. This is your church. You have invested time, money, and 

energy and we need you to invest your prayers. Pray for me. Pray for your friends. Pray for the session and the 

deacons.  

 Come mow the grass or paint a room or help on Saturday.  

 Clean up. Set up. Straighten up. All these things happen. Look for someone who is leading an event and 

ask how you can help.  

 Find out who the leaders of the church are. It's hard to know who every elder or deacon is and so there will    

be potlucks in the future to help you meet them, but why wait? Go find out who they are. 

 Offer a ride.  

 Shake a hand and introduce yourself. 

 Invite a friend to church or to lunch. 

 Go to the Food Bank or Habitat store once a month. 

 Find out how to volunteer with STAIR (Dick Hastings), Covington Food Bank (Conie Abernathy), Family 

Promise (Kim Pierce), Habitat for Humanity (Erin Johnston), or Operation Christmas Child (Terri Demers). 

Talk about a subject that interests you at a pot luck or Wednesday dinner or Sunday School. 

 

My friends, this is your church. At the beginning of the year, we ask you to give what you can in terms of 

financial ability. However, we need you as much as we need your gifts. This church is nothing without YOU 

and so let's keep moving forward. 

                                                                                                                             

God bless, 

Rob 
 

  

  

                                           August, 2015  

Psalm 119:105   “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 



Laura Battisetlla (chemo) 

Leo Cardon (health) 

Ruth Carr (cont. recovery) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

Dianne Kaack (recovery) 

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/Deacons 

Julia Ledbetter (recovery) 

                             

Melba Logan (health)                                   

Lem & Mary Jane McCoy (health) 

Linda McLean (health) 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Relationships (marital/family/spiritual) 

Henry Sevier (health) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

 

 

 
Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

 Habitat for Humanity                                        

Operation Christmas Child                    

Covington Food Bank 

For the Month of  June: 

 

Pledges and Gifts received in June totaled 

$14,489.  For the year-to-date through June, 

Pledges and Gift of $178,327 were $8,979 

over budget. 

 

This year’s “One Great Hour of Sharing” 

offering of $160 and the Pentecost offering of 

$545 have been remitted to the Presbytery.  

The offering for the Jewish Holocaust 

Memorial of $222 has also been remitted to 

the New Orleans Jewish Center in honor of 

Anne Levy. 

 

Full Financial Statements are available in the 

church office.   

 

Thank you for your support of Covington 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

Clara Rutland,                                                 

Bookkeeper   

 

Vision Team 
 

The following people will begin meeting on 

August 2, 2015 and will provide us with a fair 

assessment of where our church is, where our 

church is going, where our church needs to go, 

and their suggestions of how to get there. They 

consist of people from many areas within the 

church. They are parents, grandparents, new 

members, long-time members, regular attenders, 

teachers, librarians, doctors, CEOs, 

servicepersons, elders, deacons, and more.      

 

They are: 

-Mark Finch 

-Peter Wilson 

-Dr. Garland Anderson 

-Diane Kaack 

-Jennifer Fell 

-Ann Boushie 

-Chuck Morton 

-Dick Hastings 

Please be in prayer for this team as they help us to 

become a better church. 



Lectionary Readings for the month of August, 2015 
Our weekly “Robservation” devotionals and sermons will come from these readings. 

For the week of: 

August 2:  2 Sam. 11:26-12; 13a; Ps. 51:1-12; Eph. 4:1-16; John 6:23-35 

August 9:  2 Sam. 18:5-9; 15, 31-33; Ps. 130; Eph. 4:25-5:2; John 6:35-41-51 

August 16:  1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14; Ps. 111; Eph. 5:15-20; John 6:51-58 

August 23:  1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11) 22-30, 41-43; Ps. 84; Eph. 6:10-20; John 6:56-69 

August 30:  Song of Sol. 2:8-13; Ps. 45:1-2, 6-9; James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS:  

 August 9 will complete the study "How Should Congregations Talk About Tough Issues?", 

material designed to help Presbyterians become more comfortable and effective in dealing with tough 

issues in the congregation's life.  Class members will rotate leadership of the weekly discussions, using a 

study guide with suggested Bible references.  Look for announcements for the next study starting 

August 16th.  Any adults are welcome to attend this class, which meets each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

CONNECTIONS CLASS:  (Sunday at 9:15am Library)  

This class uses “The Upper Room - In Small Groups” devotional booklet.  There is a Wednesday 

meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then discusses it on Sunday.                                          

WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 
The Wednesday Bible Study has concluded for the summer and will not meet again until the Fall season.  
Please look for announcements in the August Lamplighter as to what the new study will be focusing on. 
 

SMALL GROUP NEWS:    
  The Small Groups are going strong! Small groups are a wonderful way to grow 
closer to God and each other through prayer, support, and Christian education. There are 
three groups:  Seniors, Boomers, and Generation XY’s.                                                                                                                                                                                   
 The Seniors:  The date of the August meeting hasn’t been set as yet.  Please look for an 

announcement in upcoming worship bulletins.  The group plan to meet once a month.  The co-chairs 
serving the group are Helen Camp and Diane Cole.   
The Boomers meet  following the worship service and plan to continue meeting every other week 
(watch for dates in the Bulletin’s “Opportunities for Involvement” calendar.)   
The Gen XY group plan on meeting the second and fourth Tuesday of each month in the 
Fellowship Hall at 6pm.  This month the meetings will be on August 11 and 25. 
 Everyone is encouraged to attend.  If you have any questions, contact Katie Anderson at 
Kathleenkanderson@yahoo.com or call her 985-687-3576.   
   

...but grow in the grace 

and knowledge of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  To Him be the 

glory, both now and to 

the day of eternity.   

2 Peter 3:18 

 

August 2:  “Body Completed”  Ephesians 4:1-16 & John 6:35, 41-51 

August 9:  “Wisdom”  1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14, Ephesians 5:15-20     

August 16:  Bluegrass Sunday  “Steer ing a Parked Car” Acts 1:9-12a 

August 23: “Get Up, Get Dressed” Psalm 84, Ephesians 6:10-20 

August 30: “Those Silly Mirrors”  Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-13, James 1:17-27 

mailto:Kathleenkanderson@yahoo.com


Pictured Below: 

Compassion was Sunday’s word of the day.  The 

children played “Bandage the Sick” to remind them 

of how Jesus showed compassion toward others. 

Left:  The children played “Bail the Buckets” to 

reenact the disciples bailing water from the boat 

during the storm where Jesus walked on water. 

Pictured Left:                                                                                        

The children were asked “what are some of the sym-

bols that remind you of Jesus?”  Many great an-

swers were given, including a cross.  Here’s their life 

size version! 



Transportation:  The CPC Ride Network 

 

 

 
 

  

 Help with Transportation has been identified as a need by the Seniors group.  There are a few members in our 

congregation, who because of various limitations, are in need of transportation on an ongoing basis. There are also quite a 

few who drive during the day, but not at night. Most of us, in all age groups, will occasionally need transportation help, 

for example due to a car being in the shop for repair, or a medical outpatient visit or recovery period during which we 

cannot drive.  

 

 Very often family steps in and takes care of such needs, but there are times when family is unavailable, so it is at 

such a time we may turn to friends for help. If we here at CPC can be friends to one another in this way then are we living 

out our basic credo.  

 

     Below is our starting list of CPC folks who are volunteering to help when they can. Listed is the Location where 

they live, their Availability, their Name and  Phone number. Unless otherwise noted all phone numbers are area code 

(985). If you are in need of a ride you are encouraged to use this list and make calls to see if a volunteer can help.  

 

 Obviously as more volunteers sign up the more likely folks in need will be helped.  For this reason we encourage 

you to sign up and be a part of CPC Ride Network.  Please contact Puddin Hawkins at (985) 635-8316 or Mark Alexander 

at meadealex@hotmail.com.  

 

 

LOCALE    AVAILABILITY   DRIVER   PHONE 

 

Abita Springs   Most days    Jennie Fonesca       635-1270 or 893-9639

  

 

Covington  Weekdays after 4pm        Susan Samson   cell 264-6899        

               Weekends. Daylight hours only.          home 892-7809 

 

 

Covington  Tues. and Thursdays   Patty Jeffries         cell 705-2941 

   Daylight hours only       home 893-2297 

      

 

Covington  Varies. Flexible    Conie Abernathy  cell (901) 828-7664 

   when in town        Home 246-6050 

 

Covington  Mon. and Wed.    Helen Camp   893-0913 

   Daylight hours only                     

 

       

Covington   Weekends    Mark Alexander . 705-5230 

           

 

Covington                Monday,    Pat Gresham   cell (318) 663-1968

   Wednesday afternoons       home 809-1893 

     

 

Mandeville  Variable schedule,    Lisa Parker   cell (818) 472-3556

   often flexible. Call to see.      home 624-3395 

           

 

mailto:meadealex@hotmail.com


  This month we are 

spotlighting                                  

Andre’ and Tina McCarthy.  

We hope you take the time to 

get to know them better.                

They are a real blessing. 

 Andre’ and Tina McCarthy joined Covington Presbyterian Church in 2006.  They will be 

married 25 years on September 28th, 2015, a big congratulations to the McCarthys!  Andre’ has two 

daughters, Amanda 34 and Christian 29.  Tina has one son, Chad, 33; together they have five 

grandchildren.   

 

 Andre’ works for Community Coffee Co.  Tina is self-employed and is part owner of “Keep It 

Local” magazine and owner of “The Parish Provider magazine” in St. Bernard parish.   

 

 Andre’ is an active member with the lawn maintenance crew for CPC and Tina just became a 

Deacon for CPC on June 19, 2015.   

 

 Thank you for serving the Lord and the congregation, Andre’ and Tina! 

Getting to Know the McCarthys . . . 



 

 

This year completed STAIR’s second year at Covington Elementary.  CPC has been a ‘primary’ sponsor, donating 

funds and tutors to make the program there increasingly successful.  CPC volunteer names are in bold:                                  

Front row L-R:  Seth Stokes, Jace Hicks, Mariah Cauble, Savahna Kolb, Grayson Vogt, Bethany Yarbrough  

Second Row L-R:  Barbara Ryan, Charles Goodwin, Elizabeth Smith, Patty Jeffries, Dick Hastings,                              

Barbara Busby 

Back Row L-R:  Katie Landry, Claudia Bergsma, Susan Jones, Dianne Kaack, Ann Harper, Cindy Manger 

(missing - Carol Lapari) 

 

 
FOOD BANK:                                                                                      

We need to donate at least 200 pounds of food each month 

for the rest of the year if we are going to meet our annual 

goal of 4400 pounds in food and cash donations, so please 

remember that Every Sunday is Food Bank Sunday and bring 

your food donations to church with you each week.   Thank 

you for your participation.           



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH 

 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 When we are called upon to comfort family and friends at the loss of a loved one, we find it 

difficult to express just the right words of comfort. One successful author, business man, and devout 

Presbyterian layman, Anthony J. Showalter received two different letters from different friends, telling 

him of their recent bereavements. Mr. Showalter’s message of comfort included Deuteronomy 33:27 -   

 

      

 

  

 

 

 The thought occurred to him at the conclusion of his letter that this verse would be a fine 

message for a hymn. He spontaneously jotted down the words and music for the refrain of his soon to be 

favorite hymn. Mr. Showalter asked a friend, Elisha A. Hoffman, a pastor and author of more than 2,000 

gospel songs, to furnish the stanzas. The hymn was published in 1887 in the Glad Evangel for Revival, 

Camp and Evangelistic Meetings Hymnal. 

 

 In a 2010 release of the movie True Grit a full orchestra plays Leaning on the Everlasting Arms. 

This movie is a powerful story of vengeance and valor set in an unforgiving and unpredictable frontier 

where justice is simple and mercy is rare. 

 

 Mattie Ross (Hailee Steinfeld) is a 14 year old girl determined to avenge her father’s death by 

capturing the man who shot and killed him for two pieces of gold. Mattie enlists the help of Rooster 

Cogburn (Jeff Bridges) a one-eyed trigger-happy U.S. Marshal with an affinity for drinking, and a 

hardened Texas Ranger LaBoeuf  (Matt Damon) to track the fleeing outlaw.  Their ruthless 

determination leads them on a perilous adventure that can only have one outcome:  retribution. 

However, Mattie learns a hard lesson in that revenge does not bring joy in the final analysis. Revenge 

for her is definitely bitter sweet. The revenge she seeks does not bring her the release of the pain she 

endured by the death of her father. It was also interesting to note that the final music played in the film 

was “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” The final message is that in all that grieves us we should lean 

on Jesus, as he is our friend in all things.  



Covington Presbyterian Church                    

Presents on August 16 . . . 

 On Sunday, August 16, as a way of celebrating the end of summer 

and a “Back to School” event, CPC will have a Bluegrass Sunday for 

the worship service at 10:30 a.m. 

 There will be guest bluegrass musicians, “The Last Chance 

Bluegrass Band.”  Many favorite gospel songs will be sung with the 

congregation joining in.   

 This is a great time to invite a friend and join us for this special 

event.  

 Immediately following this event, join us in the Fellowship Hall 

for a “Back to School” Potluck Lunch.  Please bring a dish to share.  

 



"A merry heart  doeth good like a medicine."  

(Proverbs 17:22) 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      18-11am 

29:15    Adult Class                      

9:15   Connections 
Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service          
11:30 Vision Team 
Meet  
 
 
 

3 4 

6:30pm  Small 
Group 

 
 
 
 

Marianne Perez 

5 
5:30pm   

6 7 8 

8-11am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lisa Wilson 

9 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections 
Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30 Boomers Small 
Group 

10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jaeeun Jeon 

11 
No Circles 

12 
5:30pm   

 

13 
 
 
 
 

Betty 
Badeaux 

 
Susie Tosso 

14 15 
8-11am 

16                                              

9:15 Adult Classes                      
9:15   ConnectionsClass 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 BlueGrass Sun. 
11:30 Back to School 
Potluck Lunch*  
 

17 
 
 
 

4:30 Scouts 

18 
12-1 Kiwanis 

Lunch 
6:30pm 

Small Group 

19 

5:30pm   
 
 
 
 
                                            

Marilyn Sevier 

20 
 
 
 
 

Mark  
Ensley 

21 
 
 
 
 

Landon 
Cuevas 

22 

8-11am 
 
 
 
 
 

Rachel Lambert 

23 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections 
Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30 Boomers Small 
Group 

24 

 
6:30 Scouts 

 
 

Jean                     
Burroughs 

25 

 
 
 
 
 

Barbara Meurer 

26                          

5:30pm   
 
 

Allison                            
Hnatyshyn 

27 

 
 
 

Eric Amick 
Patty                  

Jeffries 

28 29 

8-11am 

309:15    Adult Class                      

9:15   Connections 
Class 
9:30 Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
 
Jean Carriere 

31 
 

4:30 Scouts 

     

*Fellowship Hall     Birthday 

2015 


