
 Our daughter, Adalyn, turned 1 on Wednesday April 1. Many of you have walked with us 

through this journey as we were all surprised at her early entrance into the world. Over this year, we have 

learned many lessons. From knowing which pacifier works for naps and which don't to trying to figure 

out that tubes in the ears are a life saver; the lessons have been plentiful. However, there is one life lesson 

we have learned that really surpasses them all: the lesson of vulnerability. We have learned that parents 

must appreciate and value how vulnerable children make us. Certainly, we learned a little of this with just 

one child, but having two at this stage of our life has opened up all new avenues. We are stretched in 

different ways and have more than doubled our work loads as parents, as students, and as working 

people. 

 

 At home, we have let our "human sides show" in that we have learned that our children really can 

see through every layer we may wear. At school and church, we have to put every bit of trust and hope in 

the teachers and caregivers our children have. In public, we bring our children into a world where we can 

only protect them so much. However, we also bring them into a world where we feel our parenting skills 

may be in a fishbowl and people may be watching our every move. "Will she cry and bother the people in 

the next booth? Will Liam decide it's time to play catch in the wrong place? Should I give him my phone 

to play with?" These questions and more really expose our vulnerability as parents. 

 

 This lesson in vulnerability is why Lent this year was so much more meaningful than those 

before. I have made myself more vulnerable with my spouse, with my friends, and with you, my church 

family. From allowing myself to cry in front of others to reading poetry for the first time in front of 

people to trying new things: I've tried to remove callouses and let God work. With this, I have also asked 

that we as congregation allow ourselves to be vulnerable. We have heard the term "comfortable enough 

to be made uncomfortable" more than we care to admit. However, what better way to allow ourselves to 

be made vulnerable than stepping outside of the rut we call comfort?  

 

 What better way to encourage vulnerability than to be vulnerable with you through a story of 

weakness?  One week in Lent, we had a series of prayer stations set up in the Fellowship Hall. I admit I 

worked longer and harder on setting those up and developing those than I should have. When it was all 

over, I was deeply discouraged at the lack of participation. However, as I was cleaning up the prayer 

stations, I looked up and saw the last remaining station: the station dedicated to Mary and Martha. Most 

of you know the story of Mary and Martha. Mary sits and listens at the feet of Jesus while Martha spends 

her time cleaning and preparing for Jesus while missing Jesus in her midst. She is proud of herself for the 

effort she puts in but Jesus reminds her to stop and sit and listen. So I did that. I stopped at that prayer 

station and I admitted my "Martha-ness" to God and confessed that I had missed him. At this moment as 

I sat in the in between space of venting and confessing, I found myself completely vulnerable before 

God. These vulnerable spaces are spaces where we find God more real and more relatable than any other 

place. 

 

 My friends, Lent is not a one time a year season. Lent is a confessional attitude that we should 

strive for at all times. May the cross in worship each week be a reminder of the cross we bear when we 

come completely to God. May the cross be a sign of our own vulnerability.   Amen 

  

       

Rob 

 

     

                                       April, 2015  

Psalm 119:105   “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 



Family of Bill Abernathy (loss) 

Leo Cardon (health) 

Ruth Carr (cont. recovery) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Cathy Deskins (cancer) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Clayton Hagy (health) 

Jason Johnston (recovery surgery) 

Dorian Lamb (cancer)  

                             

 

 

 

  

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/Deacons 

Dick & Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

Melba Logan (health)                                  

Lem McCoy (health) 

Linda McLean (health) 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Relationships (marital/family/spiritual) 

Henry Sevier (health) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

 

 
Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

 Habitat for Humanity                                       Covington Food Bank 

Operation Christmas Child                      STAIR 

 

For the month of February: 

 

During February Pledges & Gifts of $26,085 

were received.  For the year-to-date through 

February, Pledges and Gifts of $112,656 were 

$9,076 over budget. 
 

Full Financial Statements are available in the 

church office.   

 

Thank you for your support of Covington 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

Clara Rutland, 

Bookkeeper   

 
 

 

 Both Circles of The Presbyterian Women will meet on the second Tuesday, April 14, 

2015.   

 The Mary/Martha Circle will meet at 9:30 a.m. at the home of Jean Carriere and the 

Night Circle will meet at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

 The study, “Reconciling Paul - A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians” by Elizabeth 

Hinson-Hasty focuses on the following aspects of faith:  generosity, grace, forgiveness, living 

by faith, the image of God, funds development, ambassadors of reconciliation (peacemaking), 

reconciliation, the ways in which Paul’s letters are a response to these things, what was in the 

original letters, and Paul himself.  This is a good opportunity to fellowship with the ladies and 

participate in a devotional and projects at a time that is convenient for you. 

 

CPC’s “CRAFTY CRITTERS” 

MEET IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

 WEDNESDAY,  April 15 

AT 11:30 AM 

 

ANYONE INTERESTED IN DOING 

CRAFTS THAT WILL BENEFIT 

THE COMMUNITY ARE                     

WELCOME TO COME. 

April 18 @ 6pm 

The Upper 

Room:                           

Our monthly 

Saturday service 

begins in the 

fellowship hall at 

6 pm. Fun music, 

great conversation, 

and insight from 

your friends lead 

us through this 

worship 

experience. 



 

Days of Remembrance 

Never Again! 
 
 
 
 

                  
 
 

 

 
Speaker: Anne Skorecki Levy, who survived Nazi Germany and Poland as a child. 

Holocaust Remembrance Day 
Sunday, April 19, 2015, 12:00 PM 

 
Covington Presbyterian Church 

Covington LA 70433 

Rev. David R. Henry, Moderator 

 
When the Nazis invaded Poland in 1939, Anne’s family, like other Jews in Lodz, were concentrated in the town ghetto. 

Later she and her family were moved to the Warsaw ghetto, where they spent the war fending off starvation. Anne’s 

family escaped the ghetto in 1943 and was traveling through the countryside when word reached them that the Nazis 

had been defeated in 1945. In 1949, the family left Europe for California. Along the way, their ship docked in New 

Orleans. Young Anne’s father decided to disembark early and settle in the Crescent City. 

 

WHY REMEMBER THE HOLOCAUST? 
Because we don’t need it to happen here. 

What is a Holocaust? 
Why focus on the Jewish Holocaust? 

Is it happening again? 
Where has it happened again? 

What can we do in the face of Holocaust? 
A Note of Hope 

 

“Heeding the Warning Signs” 
 

The Days of Remembrance of the Victims of the Holocaust (DRVH) is an annual 8-day period designated by 

the United States Congress for civic commemorations and special educational programs that help citizens 

remember and draw lessons from the Holocaust. The annual DRVH period normally begins on the Sunday 

before the Jewish observance of Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Memorial Day, and continues through the 

following Sunday, usually in April or May. 

 

In 2015, the Days of Remembrance are from Sunday April 12 through Sunday April 19th. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               
Rob’s 

Recommended 
Reads: 

“Scary Close” by Donald Miller  

 Donald Miller has become one of my favorite authors. His authenticity 

and honesty are refreshing. This is his 6th book and in it, he describes his 

discomfort with letting people get too close to him. He said his personality had 

become one of 'playing a role' that really did not express his own identity.  

 In order for us to be who God wants us to be, we need to learn to be both 

vulnerable and open. 

“Jesus, the Bible, and Homosexuality” by Jack Rogers 

 This topic has been a hot button issue lately, especially in our 

denomination. In this very balanced conversation, Jack Rogers (former 

moderator of the PCUSA) explores and explains his own struggles and change 

of heart over this topic.  

 It is worth the read for people on both sides of the issue.  

Short Stories by Jesus by J ill Levine 

 Jesus taught in parables. As Christians 

living in the 21st century, we often have been 

taught from one perspective of these parables. 

However, these perspectives are often not the 

primary reason Jesus told the story.  

 Although our perspectives are not wrong, 

there is so much more to be learned. Scholar Jill 

Levine breaks down these stories using socio-

historical facts of the day that really open up a 

whole new meaning to stories we thought we had 

figured out. 



Lectionary Readings for the month of April, 2015 
Our weekly “Robservation” devotionals and sermons will come from these readings. 

 
For the week of: 

April 5:  Acts 10:34-43 or Isa. 25:6-9, 1 Cor. 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8 

April 12:  Acts 4:32-35; Ps. 133; 1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31 

April 19:  Acts 3:12-19; Ps. 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48 

April 26:  Acts 4:5-12; Ps. 23; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18 

 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

Rev. 

Rob 

April 5:  “The Sermon that Preaches Itself” - Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; John 20:1-18 

April 12  “Signs of the Cross” -  John 20:19-31 

April 19  “And He Walks with Us”  Luke 24:13-48 

April 26  “Psalm 23” - John 10:11-18 and 1 John 3:16- 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS: (Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15am) 

An adult class meets in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.   The study is titled “The 

God Who is There: Finding Your Place in God's Story” by D. A. Carson.    

This is a video/discussion series in which Dr. Carson takes us through the big story of Scripture 

to help us know what we believe and why we believe it. It will be helpful for those who want to 

know what the Bible says as well as those who have read it, taught it and lived it for years. 
 “CONNECTIONS CLASS:  (Sunday at 9:15am Library)  

This class uses “The Upper Room - In Small Groups” devotional booklet.  There is a Wednesday 

meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then discusses it on Sunday.                                          

NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS:  A new Sunday School class meet in the church office 

at 9:30 and is led by Tracy White.  The Nooma video series will be used as well as a time of discussion. 
WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 
The Wednesday Bible Study meets from 10-11:30am in the Fellowship Hall.  The group is studying 
The Beatitudes from the Deeping Life Series.  All adults are invited to join. 
 

“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.                                                           
To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.” 2 Peter 3:18  

   
 
 



The Jelly Bean Prayer 
  

RED  is for the blood he gave. 

GREEN  is for the grass he made. 

YELLOW  is for the sun so bright. 

ORANGE  is for the edge of night. 

BLACK  is for the sins we made. 

WHITE  is for the grace he gave. 

PURPLE  is for his hour of sorrow. 

PINK  is for our new tomorrow. 
A bag full of jelly beans 

Colorful and sweet, 
Is a prayer, is a promise, 

Is a special treat 

May the Joy of Christ’s resurrection 

Fill your heart and bless your life. 
Amen 

Children's Helper needed 

 Do you know someone who needs a 

part time job? Because of the overwhelming 

number of children in our nursery and in our 

Cross Country program, the church is looking 

to hire someone to help Erin Johnston out. This 

person will be asked to work the nursery on 

Sundays and on other days of the week when 

needed (Wednesday night dinners, etc). This 

person may also be asked to help upstairs with 

Erin Johnston's Cross Country programs if she 

needs.  

 Please contact Erin if you are interested 

children@covpresby.org or call 501-626-8682 . CPC’s Cross Country Children hearing a message from Rev. Rob White 

during the worship service. 

mailto:children@covpresby.org
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A huge thank you to 

everyone who helped 

and participated in 

this wonderful day in 

the life of CPC.   



CPC April Youth Schedule 
Youth Schedule for April: 

April 5:  No Youth (Easter ) 

April 12:  4-6pm  Game Day 

April 19:  4-6pm  Youth Meeting 

April 26:  4-6pm  Trip (to be revealed) 

 

  

Summer Camp Schedule 

June 13-20: Montreat for High Schoolers (11 spots)      

July 22-26:  Middle School Montreat @Maryville College 

125 ENVELOPES:  Our  fundraiser , “125 Envelopes,” 
for the youth trips this summer has just begun. In the 
foyer you will see a board with numbered envelopes on it.  
Each envelope has a number from 1-125 on it.  If you 
would like, we ask that you take any envelope of your 
choice.  Then bring that envelope back with that amount 
of money in it and place in the offering plate..  Please put 
your name on the back so you can receive credit for it.  If 
all envelopes get picked up and paid, this will raise 
$7,875.00 for our youth! 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL YOUTH INCLUDING RISING 6th Graders:                      
Bring your balls, mitts, frisbees, board games and 
more on Sunday April 12 @4pm for game night! 
Parents are invited. This will be a way to 
introduce some of our new youth to some of you 
seasoned youth. 
 
 
April 19:  
Youth group from 4-6. Bring your Devozine 
devotional magazine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 26:  
A special trip. We will plan 
a trip outside of church for 
the youth. Keep your ears 
to the ground for what will 
happen. 



This month we are spotlighting the Cole family: 

L-R-Front Row:  Katherine (2), Matt (34) 

L-R-Back Row:  Kim (38), Ella (4), James (2),                        

Rev. Rob White 

 Matt was raised in Mandeville from birth, attended all Mandeville Public Schools and graduated 
from Mandeville High School in 1999. Matt served in the Marine Corps and Marine Corps Reserve from 
1999 to 2006 to include deployments to South America and two Combat Tours in Iraq (2003 & 2005). 
While in the reserves Matt worked in the restaurant business and earned a A.A. degree in Culinary Arts 
from the Culinary Institute of New Orleans. Matt was Wounded in Action in May of 2005 resulting in a 
Spinal Cord Injury (Paraplegic). He currently works for the Louisiana Dept. of Veterans Affairs as a 
Veterans Service Officer with offices in Covington and Slidell. Matt volunteers with several Wounded 
Warrior groups and enjoys hunting, watching sports and playing with his kids. Matt was raised in the 
Lutheran Church and is excited to follow in the footsteps of our nation’s founding fathers as a 
Presbyterian! 
 

 Kim was born in New Orleans and her family moved to Covington when she was a toddler. She 
graduated from Mandeville High School in 1994 and attended the University of Southwestern Louisiana 
at Lafayette (now “ ULL.”) She has a B.S. degree in Kinesiology with certificates in Teaching and 
Special Education. She currently works for the St. Tammany Parish School Board as an Adaptive P.E. 
Teacher. Kim enjoys photography, crafting, gardening and playing with her kids. Kim was raised in the 
Catholic Church and feels she has found the perfect church family! 
 

 Ella, James and Katherine were all born in Covington. They attend Covington Montessori 
School. James loves cars, trucks and playing in the mud! Ella and Katherine enjoy dance, playing 
outside, sports, coloring and learning. 

Getting to Know the Cole Family 



Nick Smith has joined the “Property Brothers,” a nickname for the Saturday work crew.  Thank you for helping! 

Rejoice over our new chairs!  Thank you to Jennie Fonseca and Chuck 

Morton who helped unload and unpackage every one.  Our Choir 

Director, Elizabeth Tosterud, says they are very comfortable and hopes 

this is an incentive for new people to join the choir and fill the rest of 

the chairs. 



 

On Wednesday, March 18, Covington Presbyterian Church hosted a 

Community - Wide Lenten Service.  Many local pastors participated 

in the service. 

L-R:  Rev. Dr. Wallace Carr, Rev. Daniel Vanek, Deacon Jay Franz, 

Rev. Dan Krutz, Rev. Winston Rice, Fr. Otis Young, Fr. Buddy Noel, 

Rev. Rob White.      

We were pleased that Covington’s Mayor Mike Cooper 

also present at the worship service. 

L-R:  Dan Krutz , Mayor Mike Cooper, Rev. Rob White 

There was a reception in the Fellowship Hall after the service.  Thank 

you to everyone who came to this Lenten event.  A special thanks to 

Hayley Smith for the food. 



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that He 

had said these things to her. (John 20:18) 

 

 The hymn of the month is In the Garden. The lyrics and music were written by C. Austin Miles 

(1868-1945). In 1912 the publisher Dr. Adam Geibel asked the author and composer to compose a hymn 

that would be “sympathetic in tone, breathing tenderness in every line; one that would bring hope to the 

hopeless, rest for the weary, and downy pillows to dying beds.”  Mr. Miles left the following account of 

the how the hymn was written. 

 

 “One day in April, 1912, I was seated in the dark room, where I kept my photographic  

equipment and organ. I drew my Bible toward me; it opened at my favorite chapter, John 20 - whether 

by chance or inspiration, let each reader decide. That meeting of Jesus and Mary had lost none of its 

power and charm. 

 

 As I read it that day, I seemed to be part of the scene. I became a silent witness to that dramatic 

moment in Mary’s life, when she knelt before her Lord, and cried,”Rabboni!” 

 

 My hands were resting on the Bible while I stared at the light blue wall. As the light faded, I 

seemed to be standing at the entrance of a garden, looking down a gently winding path, shaded by olive 

branches. A women in white, with head bowed, hand clasping her throat, as if to choke back her sobs, 

walked slowly into the shadows. It was Mary. As she came to the tomb, upon which she placed her 

hand, she bent over to look in, and hurried away. 

 

 John, in flowing robe, appeared, looking at the tomb; then came Peter, who entered the tomb, 

followed slowly by John. 

 

 As they departed, Mary reappeared; leaning her head upon her arm at the tomb, she wept. 

Turning herself, she saw Jesus standing, so did I. I knew it was He. She knelt before Him, with arms 

outstretched and looking into His face cried “Rabboni!” I awakened in sun light, gripping the Bible, 

with muscles tense and nerves vibrating. Under the inspiration of this vision, I wrote as quickly as the 

words could be formed the poem as it has since appeared. That same evening I wrote the music.” 

 

 May the singing of “In the Garden” during the month of April bring you closer to our Risen 

Savior as was experienced by the author and composer, C. Austin Miles. 

 



 

STAIR -  Seven CPC members are currently participating in the STAIR 

program.  Dick Hastings, Patty Jeffries, Ann Harper, Dianne Kaack, Katie 

Landry, and Carol Lapari are weekly tutors, and Conie Abernathy is a 

substitute tutor.  Many thanks to these members who devote their time 

each week to help second graders at Covington Elementary School 

improve their reading skills.  If you would like to participate in this 

worthwhile  program, please get in touch with Dick Hastings. 

Josie Dykes reading to a little boy at the Food Bank. 

The FOOD BANK -    

Great News!  In the first quarter of 2015, CPC do-

nated the equivalent of 1,518 pounds of food to 

The Food Bank in cash donations and non-

perishable food items.  We need to donate at least 

200 pounds of food each month if we are going to 

meet our annual goal of 4,400 pounds in food and 

cash donations, so please remember that every 

Sunday is Food Bank Sunday and bring your food 

donations to church with you each week. 

 The picture above is about the 55+ meeting held on 
March 29th, 2015 during the Adult Sunday School time in the 
Fellowship Hall and reviews the compilation of all of the “I’d 
Like Help . . . “ issues which were expressed by the group at the 
first 55+ meeting on Sunday, June 8, 2014.  There was a time of 
questions and answers as well. 
  The evangelism and member-care committee (Puddin 
Hawkins-Chair, Mark Alexander, Wallace Carr and Ruth Carr) 
met to consolidate all the requests mentioned at our first get 
together. 
 
 These requests fell under 8 categories: 

 CHORES 
 CONTRIBUTING 
 FINANCE 
 INFORMATION RESOURCES 
 SOCIAL SUPPORT 
 TECHNOLOGY 
 THINKING THINGS THROUGH 
 TRANSPORTATION 
 
  At the meeting pictured above, through their votes those 
present selected two areas within Social Support (Awareness of 
the Lonely/Reaching Out to Them, and How to Get to Better 
Know Others in our Church) as the areas of highest concern, 
followed closely by Transportation.  Volunteers were recruited 
to jump-start actions to address those issues.  



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
 
 

April Cashion 

2 
 
 
 

6pm 
Tenebrae 
Service 

3 
 
 
 
                            

Mary 
Nuckels 

4 
 

 
 
 

Tyler Voyles 

5 
Easter Sunday 

9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30  Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
NO Youth Group Meet 

6 

 
 
 
 
 

Rhonda 
Spell 

7 8 
10 Bible Study* 
5:30pm Choir 

9 
 
 
 
 

Bonnie  
Mermilliod 

10 11 

12 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30  Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
4-6 pm Youth Game Day 

 
Pat Massoth 

13 14 
9:30 Mary/

Martha  
Circle 

5:30pm 
Night Circle 

15 
10 Bible Study* 

11:30 Crafty Critters 
5pm Family Meal 

5:30pm Choir 
 
                                                    

Trudy Williamson 

16 
 
 

Yu Min 
Jeon 

17 
 
 

George 
Pierce 

18 
 

6pmThe Upper Room 
Saturday Service  

Lily Perez 
Amelia Pierce 

Tyler Spell 

19 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30  Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service 
12:00 Day of                                   
Remembrance * 
4-6 Youth Group Meet 

20 21 22 
10 Bible Study* 
5:30pm Choir 

23 

 
 
 
 
 

Emily 
Songer 

24 
 
 
 

Della 
Pierce 

25 

26 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30  Adult Class-Office 
10:30 Worship Service  
Youth to New Orleans 

Haley Smith 

27 28 29 
 
 
 
 

Erin Johnston 

30 
 
 

Mark                  
Alexander 
Hank Abel 

Katie  
Landry 

  

*Fellowship Hall       Birthday 

 

8-11am 

8-11am 

8-11am 

8-11am 


