
   A Lesson from Logan 
 

Most of you all know my friend Logan Simmons. Logan comes to church every Sunday with his mom, 

Jennifer, and sits in the same row every week.  Logan loves basketball. Logan loves church. Logan loves 

me, and he makes sure I know it. 

 

I have learned a lot from Logan. I have learned about joy. Every week when I am about to go in to 

deliver a sermon that I spent hours writing but am afraid it may not go over well with the congregation, 

Logan will come running to me with a huge smile on his face.  Logan has taught me about love. Every 

time he sees me, he claps and runs to me telling me he loves me. Every time I drive Logan home or see 

him before he leaves, he always tells me he loves me.  

 

I am reminded that no matter how much life throws at us, that two things still exist: love and joy. Love is 

present whenever God's people are together. And as for joy, CS Lewis wrote that joy is the serious 

business of heaven. I don't always know it's there. I don't always hear or feel its presence, but I know joy 

when I see Logan.  

 

Last year, I got the privilege of baptizing Logan. Before I baptized Logan, I asked him two questions. 

The first question was a simple one, "Logan do you want to be Baptized?" Logan responded with an 

emphatic "YES!" Then I asked him, "Logan, do you love Jesus?" Logan paused for a second and then 

with a look more serious than I've ever seen, Logan looked at me with every bit of confidence he could 

muster and he said, "Yes Mr. Rob!" He was then baptized as a child of the covenant. In that pause, I 

learned more about my faith in Jesus than I ever thought possible. Logan was more sure of his belief in 

Jesus in that moment than I have ever seen in myself. Logan was taking this moment, this faith, and this 

promise seriously. 

 

Since that day, whenever I ask a newly baptized person or a new elder or new deacon or new member of 

the church if they love Jesus or accept Jesus, I read it a little slower. I ask it a little differently. Logan 

taught me that my belief in Jesus is not something I should take lightly or half heartedly. Logan reminded 

me that Jesus can't be forced, but can show up at any time. 

 

When I break the bread that represents the body of Christ, I make sure I make eye contact with Logan to 

remind him that he is part of this Body, but to also remind me just what an honor it is for me to serve him 

this meal. 

 

I have learned a lot from Logan. Logan has taught me about joy and Logan has taught me about love. 

Most importantly though, Logan has taught me about Jesus.  

 

My friends, as we traverse through this Lenten season. May we remember that love abounds. May we 

remember that joy is ever present. May we remember that Jesus shows up in different people and in 

different places and we should always be aware of His presence.  

 

Amen. 

Rob 
 

                                       March, 2015  

Psalm 119:105   “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 



Bill Abernathy (health) 

Leo Cardon (health) 

Ruth Carr (cont. recovery) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Cathy Deskins (cancer) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Clayton Hagy (health) 

Jason Johnston (recovery surgery) 

Dorian Lamb (cancer)  

                             

 

 

 

  

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/Deacons 

Dick & Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

Melba Logan (health)                                  

Lem McCoy (health) 

Linda McLean (health) 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Relationships (marital/family/spiritual) 

Henry Sevier (health) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

 

 
Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

 Habitat for Humanity                                       Covington Food Bank 

Operation Christmas Child                      STAIR 

 

For the month of January: 

 
During January Pledges & Gifts of $86,571 

were received, consisting of $70,700 in 

prepaid pledges and $15,871 in contributions.  

For the year-to-date through January, Pledges 

and Gifts are $567 over budget. 

 

Full Financial Statements are available in the 

church office.   

 

Thank you for your support of Covington 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

Clara Rutland, 

Bookkeeper   

 

                                                                                                                             

If you are unable to come to worship and don’t want to 

miss any of the messages by Rev. White,  you may hear 

the audio & video  recordings of past sermons on our 

website, ww.covpresby.org under “Sermons” tab and, if 

desired, you may forward the link to a friend.  

 

 Both Circles of The Presbyterian Women will meet on the second Tuesday, 

March 10, 2015.   

 The Mary/Martha Circle will meet at 9:30 a.m. at the home of Jean Carriere 

and the Night Circle will meet at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

 The study, “Reconciling Paul - A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians” by 

Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty focuses on the following aspects of faith:  generosity, grace, 

forgiveness, living by faith, the image of God, funds development, ambassadors of 

reconciliation (peacemaking), reconciliation, the ways in which Paul’s letters are a 

response to these things, what was in the original letters, and Paul himself.  This is a 

good opportunity to be fellowship with the ladies and participate in a devotional and 

projects at a time that is convenient for you. 

 

CPC’s “CRAFTY CRITTERS” 

MEET IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

 WEDNESDAY,  March 18 

AT 11:30 AM 

 

ANYONE INTERESTED IN DOING 

CRAFTS THAT WILL BENEFIT 

THE COMMUNITY ARE                     

WELCOME TO COME. 



Lectionary Readings for the month of March, 2015 
Our weekly “Robservation” devotionals and sermons will come from these readings. 

 
For the week of: 

March 1:   Gen. 17:1-7, 15-16; Ps. 22:22-31; Rom. 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 

March 8:   Exod. 20:1-17; Ps. 19; 1 Cor. 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 

March 14: Num. 21:4-9; Ps. 107:1-3, 27-22; Eph. 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 

March 22: Jer . 31:31-34; Ps. 51:1-12; Heb. 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 

March 29: (Holy W eek  Begins) Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16; Ps. 118:1-2, 19-29;                                                                             

       Passion:  Isa. 50:4-9a; Ps. 31:9-16; Phil 2:5-11; Mark 14:1-15 or Mark 15:1-39 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” 

 

Rev. 

Rob 

March 1:    “Who Do You Say I Am?”  Mark 8:27-38                                                 

March 8:    “Really?”  John 2:13-25 

March 15:  “Love?”   John 3:14-21; Ephesians 2:1-10 

March 22:  “Walk with Light”  John 12:20-36 

March 29:    Easter  Cantata 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS: (Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15am) 
An adult class meets in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.   The study, “24 Hours 
That Changed the World,”  a book by Adam Hamilton.  Brief videos guide the class through the last day 
of Jesus’ life, followed by class review and discussion of each significant event from The Last Supper 
through the Crucifixion.  All are welcome to any or all of these sessions. 
CONNECTIONS CLASS:  (Sunday at 9:15am Library)  
This class uses “The Upper Room - In Small Groups” devotional booklet.  There is a Wednesday 

meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then discusses it on Sunday.                                          

NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS:  A new Sunday School class meet in the church 

office at 9:30 and is led by Tracy White.  The Nooma video series will be used as well as a time 

of discussion. 
WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 
The Wednesday Bible Study meets from 10-11:30am in the Fellowship Hall.  The group is 
beginning a new study on The Beatitudes from the Deeping Life Series.  All adults are invited to 
join. 

“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.                                                                
To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.” 2 Peter 3:18  

   
 
 



 

 

The Valentine pictures were 

taken by Children’s Director, 

Erin Johnston. 

 

For those who have joined the 

church’s Facebook site,               

there is a precious video of 

these pictures                                

which can be viewed there. 

http://wellnesscsi.com/event/we-love-our-kids-community-event/
http://www.eklutheran.ca/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93003073


 

 

 
Lent is a great time of reflection on the passion of Jesus; 40 days 
in which we reflect on the plan that God has for each of us through 
Jesus. I hope you have found the Lent handouts to be helpful in 
creating a time where your family can discuss the events of the 
season. If you haven’t picked on up, please let me know.   

On Palm Sunday, we will be having our  annual Easter  Egg 
Hunt! There will be lots of eggs and lots of fun. We are taking egg 
donations, and they can be filled or unfilled. We will take them all. 
Easter baskets will be provided, but you can bring your own if you 
would like. Hope to see everyone there! 

 

 

 

 

Last month the Cross Country 

Children did watercolor 

paintings based on Claude 

Monet’s Bridge Over a Pond of 

Water Lilies, 1899 (below). 

 

In our version, (left) the bridge 

represented Jesus and how He 

is like our bridge to God. 



CPC March Youth Schedule 
Youth Schedule for  March: 

Sunday, March 1:  Youth Group Meet from 4-6 p.m.  (Upstairs Youth Room) 

Saturday, March 7:  Memphis Gr izzlies and New Or leans Pelicans @ 6 p.m.  Meet at  

the church at 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday, March 8:  Lunch with the Pastor  @ Mellow Mushroom  (No afternoon meeting) 

Sunday, March 15:  Youth Group Meet from 4-6 p.m. (Upstairs Youth Room) 

Sunday, March 22:  Youth Group Meet from 4-6 p.m.  (Upstairs Youth Room) 

Sunday, March 29:  Palm Sunday Potluck and Easter  Egg Hunt (No afternoon meeting) 

 

Confirmation Class 

We invite ANY youth to participate in our 2015 Confirmation Class...even if you've been through the class before                
and need a refresher. All interested parties are invited to a meeting on February 8 directly after church in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Anyone interested from a rising 6th grader - 11th grade and who has not been through a confirmation class is 
welcome to join us. 
  

Summer Camp Schedule 

June 13-20: Montreat for High Schoolers (11 spots)      

July 22-26:  Middle School Montreat @Maryville College 

Wednesday, February 25 @ 5pm:  Dinner  followed by a special presentation about Lent. 

Wednesday, March 4 @ 6pm:  “The Upper Room” - an introduction to a new monthly worship service in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

Wednesday, March 11 @ 6 pm:  Prayer service in the Sanctuary. 

Wednesday, March 18 @ 6:30pm:  Ecumenical/Community-wide service in the Sanctuary.  A brief reception will 

follow.  Ministers from around the community will lead a time of prayer and worship. 

Wednesday, March 25 from 5pm-8pm:  Prayer Stations in the Fellowship Hall.  (Drop in any time) 

Sunday, March 29 @10:30 am:  Easter Cantata, Potluck, and Easter Egg Hunt. 

Thursday, April 2 @ 6pm:  Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service. 

Sunday, April 5 @ 10:30 am:  Easter  Sunday! 

EASTER CANTATA PRAYER STATIONS 

Wednesday, March 25 from 5-8 

p.m. (Drop in any time) 

 

 When you enter the 

Fellowship Hall on this day you will 

be led on a meditative journey. 

There will be a series of stations at 

which you will be invited into a time 

of prayer, meditation, reflection, and 

self searching. 

  You will be asked to be 

both vulnerable and open. 

“THE UPPER ROOM” 

 Wednesday, March 4, will 

be an introduction to this once-a-

month Saturday service. 

 This service will be a 

worship and conversation based 

service. If you have ever wanted to 

have a more involved worship 

experience, this service is for you. We 

will be invited to sit at round tables 

and discuss questions based on 

Scripture readings, life experiences, 

and your opinions on matters. We will 

also sing, pray, break bread, and drink 

coffee together. 

 CPC’s Chancel Choir will be 
presenting “Lenten Canticles” - A 
Passion Cantata by John Leavitt on 
Sunday, March 29 at 10:30 a.m.  
“Lenten Canticles” contains classic, well-
known Lenten texts and melodies 
seamlessly woven together with the 
spoken word.  John Leavitt puts his 
inimitable touch on such favorites as “Go 
to Dark Gethsemane”, “Jesus My 
Treasure”, “God So Loved the World” 
and “Lead Me, Lord.’    
 This will be a great time to invite 
a friend.  Potluck lunch after. 

A little more explanation below about a few of the Lenten events above . . . 



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 The hymn of the month is What Wondrous 

Love is This. This beloved hymn, with its plaintive 

modal sound, is one of the best known of our 

authentic American folk hymns. Like all true folk 

music, the origins of the text and music remain 

unknown. The tune was discovered by composer 

William Walker on his journey through the 

Appalachian region of America. The Appalachian 

region is well known for having many Irish and 

Scottish immigrants. The hymn’s haunting text and 

minor mode made it easy to pass on from generation 

to generation. The tune had been around for many 

years being passed on by rote, and not written down. 

Walker decided in 1835 that he would change that, 

and added the hymn to his collection, Southern 

Harmony.  Walker was born in Martin Mills, South Carolina in 1807 and grew up just outside of 

Spartanburg where in order to distinguish the difference between himself and other William Walkers he 

was nicknamed “Singing Billy.” His hymn collection was used for many years and was revised for the 

last time in 1854 and still used today. William Walker lived a long life and passed away in Spartanburg, 

South Carolina in 1875.  In 1952, American composer and musicologist Charles F. Bryan included 

“What Wondrous Love Is This” in his folk opera “Singin’ Billy.” 

 

 The hymn came in early American history when the country was still very young and was still 

trying to get a solid grasp of being its own Sovereign Nation. A popular style of singing during this time 

was Shape Note Singing, which is a form of singing that uses shapes to denote which pitch should be 

sung, instead of the traditional European notation that we use in music today.  Because of Walker’s use 

of Shape Note tunes, conventions were formed around the country and formed groups such as the Sacred 

Harp Singers of Georgia and Alabama. 

 

 This hymn asks Christian everywhere, “What did I do to deserve such a wonderful love from 

God and from Christ?” The answer cannot be answered in any other way than by simply saying, God has 

given each of us the gift of grace. “Praise be to the Lord, for He showed His wonderful love to me.” 

Psalm 31:21 

http://www.ppvida.com/21-194-thickbox/what-wondrous-love-is-this.jpg


 

STAIR -  Seven CPC members are currently participating in the STAIR 

program.  Dick Hastings, Patty Jeffries, Ann Harper, Dianne Kaack, Katie 

Landry, and Carol Lapari are weekly tutors, and Conie Abernathy is a 

substitute tutor.  Many thanks to these members who devote their time 

each week to help second graders at Covington Elementary School 

improve their reading skills.  If you would like to participate in this 

worthwhile  program, please get in touch with Dick Hastings. 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 2015:  
Left are pictured the winners of the 

Chili/Gumbo Cook-Off: 

L-R:  Jim Badeaux, 2nd place gumbo; 

Forrest Heintz, 2nd place chili; Haley 

Vanek, 1st place chili; Chris Hnatyshyn, 

1st place gumbo and accepting the 

award on behalf of the Lambert Family 

is Dick Hastings for spiciest chili. 

This fundraiser benefited the Food Bank 

with $809.00.  Please remember to 

bring your donations, if possible,               

every Sunday. 

Haley Vanek’s 

Crock Pot Cream Cheese Chicken Chili 
2014- 1st Place Odd Ingredient Chili, 2nd Place Overall - Church of the New 

Covenant, Doraville, GA 

2015- 1st Place Chili Champion - Covington Presbyterian Church, Covington, LA  

 

2 frozen chicken breasts 

1 can Rotel tomatoes 

1 can corn kernels, do not drain 

1 can black beans, drained and rinsed 

1 pkg. Ranch dressing mix 

1 T cumin 

2 t chili powder 

1.5 t onion powder 

.5 t Paprika 

Ground Red Pepper to taste 

1 8-oz pkg. cream cheese 

 

Put the chicken in the crock pot. Top with the tomatoes, corn, the drained 

and rinsed beans, ranch dressing, cumin, paprika, ground red pepper, onion 

and chili powders, stir to combine then top with the cream cheese in 

spoonfuls. Cook on low for 8 hours. Shred the chicken and stir to 

thoroughly disperse the cream cheese.  

Serves 4. (I double this for parties and cook-offs.) 

Chris Hnatyshyn’s Winning Gumbo:                           

1 pack skinless/boneless chicken thighs 

1 large container of Guidry's Fresh Cut Creole 

Seasoning 

1 pound of Manda Andouille Sausage 

Tony Chachere Instant Creole Roux mix 

Worcestershire sauce 

Tony Chachere seasoning 

2 32oz boxes of Swanson's 33% less 

sodium chicken broth 

Olive Oil 

 

In large pot, cover bottom with a thin layer of olive oil 

and saute creole seasoning.  In separate small pot, make 

1 cup of instant creole roux mix.  In separate pan, 

brown sliced andouille sausage and chicken thighs. 

After seasoning is saute, add both boxes of chicken 

broth and bring to a boil.  Once broth is boiling, stir in 

roux mixture to desired darkness and bring back to 

boil.  Add desired amount of Tony Chachere seasoning 

and Worcestershire sauce.  Add sliced browned sausage 

and cut up cooked chicken (making sure inside 

temperature of chicken is at least 165 degrees).  Boil 

for one to one and a half hours. Serve over rice. 

Now everyone can be a winner! 



1. If you would like to make a donation, fill out a form, enclose a check, and drip in the collection basket. 

2. The ushers will come forward and take our ties and offerings. 

3. Helpers are needed!  Please sign up on the information sheep. 

4. The congregation is asked to remain seated until the end of the recession. 

5. Hymn:  “I Love Thee My Ford.” 

6. Women’s Luncheon:  Each member bring a sandwich.  Polly Phillips will give the medication. 

 

BLOOPERS 
 

(Taken from “44 Funny Church Bulletin Bloopers website) 

   Rev. Rob really got a kick out of this one.  

http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/thank-you-smiley-face-clip-art-1572700


 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
10:30 Worship Service  
4-6pm Youth Group Meet 

 
 
 

Leo Cardon 

2 
 
 
 
 

4:30 Scouts 
 

Mary Jane 
McCoy 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7pm Kiwanis 

4 
 

10am Adult Bible 
Study* 

6pm “The Upper 
Room”                           

Introduction* 
5:30pm Choir 
Jennifer Wirtz 

5 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alicia 
Lemonier 

7 
8am Work Day 

9:30am PW 
Council Mtg 

4:30pm Youth 
to Pelicans 

Game. 
Beth Cardon 

Rebekka Amick 

8 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30 Youth-Lunch with 
the Pastor/Mellow Mush-
room 
No Youth Meeting 

9 10 
9:30am 
Mary/
Martha          
Circle 

5:30pm 
Night Circle 

11 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
6pm Prayer Svc.-

Sanctuary 
5:30pm Choir 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ann Harper 

13 14 
8-11am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dick Hastings 

15 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
10:30 Worship Service  
4-6pm Youth Group Meet 

16 
 
 
 

6pm                 
Session 

Mtg. 
6:30 Scouts 

17 18 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
11:30 Crafty Critters 
6:30pm Ecumenical 

Community-wide 
service 

5:30pm Choir 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mandy                
Anderson 

20 21 
8-11am 

22 
9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
10:30 Worship Service  
4-6pm Youth Group Meet 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4:30 Scouts 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regina                
Taft 

25 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
 
 
 
 

5:30pm Choir 
5-8pm Prayer                  

Stations* 

26 27 28 
8-11am 

 
 
 
 

5pm Wedding  
 
 

Carol Lapari 
29 

9:15    Adult Classes                      
9:15   Connections Class 
10:30 Easter Cantata 
11:30 Potluck Lunch & 
Easter Egg Hunt  
No Youth Group Meeting 

 
 

Candy Pendleton 

30 31     

 *  Fellowship Hall 

 

Birthdays this month 


