
       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For so many years of my life I tried to live "in the meantime." What I mean by this is that I 

would often look at my current status, location, and working situation and know that it was only 

temporary. I was always looking for what was next and always very optimistic about the future. From 

(when I was working) knowing that one day I would be going to seminary to (when I was in seminary) 

knowing one day I would be working.  However, I soon realized that life went by way too fast that way. 

Often, I would find myself looking back and missing aspects which and people in my life who I had not 

appreciated when they were right in front of me. 

  

 Now, my family and I look around ourselves and we see that there is no meantime. There is now, 

there is here. We look at each of you and we recognize and we appreciate that God has put you right here 

right now and we don't want to dishonor that. With this mindset that there is no meantime, we've been 

made more aware of our ever developing and growing children and appreciating and capturing the 

moments that we are living. 

 

 This year, I want to encourage you take those words "in the meantime" out of your vocabulary. 

We've read countless times the author of Ecclesiastes' words that there is a season for everything. He 

doesn't say that there is a waiting period between seasons. No, one season rolls into the next. I pray that 

you are able to appreciate where and how you are.  

 

 Covington Presbyterian Church is experiencing a wonderful season. We appreciate where we've 

been and appreciate where we are going. However, let's not try to relieve the "then" and let's not try to 

rush the "not yet." I invite us to look around and figure out where we are as a church and appreciate that. 

I invite us to look around and ask what steps we can take now to make sure the future is one that we can 

certainly look forward to. May this year be a year in which we slow down and appreciate where we are 

and how we are. May this year be the year in which we don't live in the meantime but rather the year we 

live in the now. 
 

 

Rob 
 

     

 

 

 

 

                                       February, 2015  

Psalm 119:105   “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 

In The Meantime 



Bill Abernathy (health) 

Leo Cardon (health) 

Ruth Carr (cont. recovery) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Cathy Deskins (cancer) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Clayton Hagy (health) 

Jason Johnston (recovery surgery) 

Dorian Lamb (cancer)  

                             

 

 

 

  

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/Deacons 

Dick & Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

Melba Logan (health)                                  

Lem McCoy (health) 

Linda McLean (health) 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Relationships (marital/family/spiritual) 

Henry Sevier (health) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

 

 
Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

 Habitat for Humanity                                       Covington Food Bank 

Operation Christmas Child                      STAIR 

 

FINANCIALLY $PEAKING:  
For the Month of December: 

 
The Year 2014 

For the fourth consecutive year, Covington 

Presbyterian Church has had a successful 

financial year. Total Revenues of $276,018 

were more than enough to cover the year's 

Total Expenses of $241,568. The church also 

received funds through fundraisers, designated 

gifts, and special offerings. The extra revenue 

has been set aside for future use to cover 

expenses not specifically covered in the annual 

operating budgets. Thank you to all whose 

gifts contributed to CPC's financial success in 

2014. 

 

The Year 2015 

For the year just begun, 67 individuals and 

families have pledged a total of $256,276. 

Based on these pledges and estimated income 

from non-pledged gifts and other sources, the 

session approved a budget of $276,640 for 

2015.  

CPC's Financial Leadership 

For 2015, Elder Jennie Fonseca will continue to serve as CPC's treasurer and chair of the Finance Committee. Finance 

committee members are Richard Voyles, Jeff Schoen, Pierre Gautreaux, Tim Fell, and Joseph Anderson. Jeanie Bazer, 

church secretary, is responsible for contributions accounting and reporting (in addition to her other duties), and Clara 

Rutland handles the church's accounts payable, payroll, bookkeeping, and financial reporting. 

 

Full financial statements are available in the church office. Thank you for your support. 

 

Jennie Gill Fonseca, Treasurer and Clara Rutland, Bookkeeper 
 

Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed                                                 

and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  2 Cor 9:10 

 

Thank you to all who pledged for 2015 -- your estimates of giving provided a sound basis for the church's planning for 

2015. Of course, whether or not you pledged, all contributions are appreciated and will be put to good use by the church. 

 

A note from the Fredricks family: 



Lectionary Readings for the month of February 2015 
Our weekly “Robservation” devotionals and sermons will come from these readings. 

 
For the week of: 

February 1:    Deut. 18:15-20; Ps. 111; 1 Cor. 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 

February 8:    Isa. 40:21-31; Ps. 147:1-11, 1 Cor. 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 

February 15:  2 Kings 2:1-12; Ps. 50:1-6; 2 Cor. 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

February 22:  Gen. 9:8-17; Ps. 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

Rev. 

Rob 

February 1:    “One With Author ity”  Deuteronomy 18:15-20, Mark 1:21-18   

February 8:    “After  these Messages”  Mark 1:29-39 

February 15:  “A Welcomed Touch”   Psalm 30 and Mark 1:40-45 

February 22:  “From Life to Reality”  Mark 1:9-15 

FELLOWSHIP CLASS: (Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15am) 
An adult class meets in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.   The new study, is  
“Before Amen:  The Power of Simple Prayer” by Max Lucado.  This is a 4-session DVD/discussion 
study for anyone desiring an improved prayer life.  Lucado reveals his own struggles with prayer and his 
discovery that having a conversation with God is for everyone, not just a pious few.  He shows us how 
everyone can build a prayer life that is stronger, better and deeper. 
  
CONNECTIONS CLASS:  (Sunday at 9:15am Library)  

This class uses “The Upper Room - In Small Groups” devotional booklet.  There is a Wednesday 

meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then discusses it on Sunday.   

 
WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 
The Wednesday Bible Study meets from 10-11:30am.  The group is using the                                              
“Deepening Life Together” series again studying the book of James.  You are invited to join us. 
 

“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.                                                                
To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.” 2 Peter 3:18  

   
 
 



A MESSAGE FROM 

ERIN: 

 In the two years that our family has attended Covington Presbyterian, I have seen God's work 

in our congregation. We have grown and flourished, and I am so excited to help continue us on this 

wonderful path.  

 I have taken a windy path getting to this position. In college, I went from being a forestry 

major to graduating in interior design. From there I was a showroom consultant at a plumbing 

showroom, then tried my hand at being a domestic engineer (AKA: stay at home mom). When this 

opportunity arose, I couldn't say no! I love the energy and excitement of our kids, and I can't wait to 

see how God will work within our children's ministry.    

 Thank you for allowing me to spend time with your kids each week!  

Erin Johnston, our new Children’s 

Director. 

Thank you for serving and loving 

our children! 

http://wellnesscsi.com/event/we-love-our-kids-community-event/
http://www.eklutheran.ca/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93003073


On January 18 , 2015 Rev. Rob White held a Youth Group Kick-Off with youth and parents to talk 

about upcoming events for the new year.  We had over 50 people join us!  What a fun time surrounded 

by  new friends and new ideas.  If you ever have an idea for the youth group or something you want to 

learn, let Rob know. 

CPC Youth Page 

Youth Schedule 

Sunday, February 1:    Set up for and help clean up Chili/Gumbo Cook off (no nightly youth) 

Saturday, February 7: Push Mow Parade @11am in Abita  

ALSO on February 7:  Covington Parade @6pm (park in circle drive)  

Sunday, February 8:    Youth Group 4-6 pm  

Sunday, February 15:  Youth Group 4-6 pm 

Sunday, February 22:  Safari Quest in Hammond (meet at church @ 3pm)  

                                        Estimated cost: $25-30 a person 

Confirmation Class 

We invite ANY youth to participate in our 2015 Confirmation Class...even if you've been through the class before                                                            

and need a refresher. All interested parties are invited to a meeting on February 8 directly after church in the Fellowship Hall. 

  

Summer Camp Schedule 

June 13-20: Montreat for High Schoolers (11 spots)      

July 22-26:  Middle School Montreat @Maryville College 



 

Delitha Lane is a transplant to Louisiana from Texas.  A native Houstonian, her great uncle was mayor 

of Houston from 1913 to 1917 and her grandfather was on the original commission that developed the 

Houston Ship Channel.  While she was a Business Administration major at the University of Texas and 

working a summer job with Humble Oil Company in Houston, she met and shortly thereafter married 

Bob Lane, a young Civil Engineering graduate from Texas A & M.  They recently celebrated their 59th 

wedding anniversary.  

 

They are parents of four children… one daughter, Patricia, who is a CRNA  (nurse anesthetist) with 

Ochsner, and three sons… Robert, jr. living in Melbourne, Florida and working at Cape Canaveral; 

James, Manager of Waldemar Nelson Engineering   in Houston and youngest son, Scott, an LSU Civil 

Engineering graduate who lives and works in the Research Triangle Park in NC.  They are also the very 

proud grandparents of three girls and six boys… four of whom were born in the same week in May 

1992! 

 

While living in New Orleans, Delitha spent 17 years in the real estate industry with Martha Ann Samuel 

Realtors and served a three-year term as a director on the New Orleans Board of Realtors.  Since moving 

to Tchefuncta Estates in Covington in 1986, she   has been a volunteer in the ICU/CCU waiting room at 

St. Tammany Parish Hospital for 14 years in addition to serving on the Board of Directors of Tchefuncta 

Country Club and as President of Northshore Women’s Golf Association.  

 

Raised in the First Methodist Church in Houston, Delitha and her husband, Bob, have been very active 

in the Presbyterian Church since first joining Parkway Presbyterian Church in Metairie in 1959.  They 

have been members and officers at Parkway Presbyterian and Oak Park Presbyterian in New Orleans, 

New Covenant Presbyterian Church in Mandeville and at Covington Presbyterian Church.  Over the 

years, she has also served on two Pastor Nominating Committees, Pledge Recorder, Clerk of Session 

and numerous other committees 

 

Currently, Delitha is in her last year of a three-year term on the Session of Covington Presbyterian 

Church where she has served as Clerk of Session and Chairman of the Christian Education Committee 

for the last two years.  She and Bob joined Covington Presbyterian Church in July 2012 and have 

enjoyed the warmth and support of the members and the opportunity to be of service.    

This month we are spotlighting  Delitha Lane 

Delitha’s 3 grandchildren born within 3 days of 

each other.  Lane, Max, and Jonathan. 



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The hymn of the month for February is What a Friend We Have in Jesus.  It is a beloved hymn 

for many people. A man that hath friends must show himself friendly: And there is a friend that sticketh 

closer than a brother (Proverbs 18:24 KJV)  

 

 A true friend loves and accepts us just as we are, stays close to us in good or in bad, and is 

always ready to help in time of need. Because the author of this hymn text found just such a 

friend in his Lord, he decided to spend his entire life showing real friendship to others. 

 

 The author and of this hymn is Joseph Scriven, 1819-1886.  He had wealth, education, a 

devoted family, and a pleasant life in his native Ireland. An unexpected tragedy occurred on the night 

before he was scheduled to marry his fiancée.  She unexpectedly drowned. In his overwhelming sorrow, 

Joseph realized that he could find the solace and support he needed in his dearest friend, Jesus.  

 

 Soon after this tragedy, Scriven dramatically changed his lifestyle. He left Ireland for Port 

Hope, Canada. He was determined to devote all of his extra time in being a friend and helper to others. 

He often gave away his clothing and possessions to those in need, and he worked-without pay-for 

anyone who needed him. Scriven became known as “the Good Samaritan of Port Hope.” 

 

 When Scriven’s mother became ill in Ireland, he wrote a comforting letter to her, enclosing the 

words of his newly written poem with the prayer that these brief lines would remind her of a never-

failing heavenly Friend. Sometime later, when Joseph Scriven himself was ill, a friend who came to call 

on him happened to see a copy of these words scribbled on scratch paper near his bed. The friend read 

the lines with interest and asked, “Who wrote those beautiful words?” “The Lord and I did it between 

us,” was Scriven’s reply. 

 

 The music was composed by Charles C. Converse (1839-1918). The hymn has many versions 

with different lyrics in multiple languages. In spite of the fact that the words and music have been 

criticized as being too much on the order of the sentimental gospel type, its popularity remains strong, 

and the hymn retains a place in modern hymnals.  

 

 

  

 

 

  

http://www.turnbacktogod.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/what-a-friend-we-have-in-jesus.jpg


STAIR -  Seven CPC members are currently 

participating in the STAIR program.  Dick 

Hastings, Patty Jeffries, Ann Harper, Dianne 

Kaack, Katie Landy, and Carol Lapari are 

weekly tutors, and Conie Abernathy is a 

substitute tutor.  Many thanks to these 

members who devote their time each week to 

help second graders at Covington Elementary 

School improve their reading skills.  If you 

would like to participate in this 

worthwhile  program, please get in touch with 

Conie Abernathy. 

ALTERNATIVE GIVING:   

You are invited to take par t in Alternative Giving this holiday season! Alternative Giving means choosing to make 

choices in our purchasing that support and empower our brothers and sisters near and far. Through Alternative Giving, 

we can live out our calling as Christians to love and support our neighbor. Apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 12:26, "If 

one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it." Let us rejoice 

together this holiday season and lift up our neighbors through the way that we give to the ones we love. May our gifts 

count twice this holiday season, offer ing joy near  and far .  

  

Getting involved is simple, and the impact of your gifts can change lives by changing the little things.  A brief video can 

be seen explaining the impact of choosing fair trade.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7K4G5-ydhS0.  Catalogues are 

available on the table in the foyer. 

The FOOD BANK 

                                              

To date in January, we 

have donated 91 

pounds of food to The 

Food Bank.  We need 

to average 250 pounds 

of actual food 

donations each 

month  to meet 

our  goal of  4400 

pounds in food and cash donations in 

2015.  Please remember that Every Sunday is 

Food Bank Sunday and don’t forget to 

bring your food donations.  We need those 

barrels brimming over with food each week 

if we are going to meet our 2015 goal! 



 

                                                                                                                               

If you are unable to come to worship and don’t want to miss 

any of the messages by Rev. White,  you may hear the audio & 

video  recordings of past sermons on our website, 

ww.covpresby.org under “Sermons” tab and, if desired, you 

may forward the link to a friend.  

 

CPC’s “CRAFTY CRITTERS” 

MEET IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

 WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY 18 

AT 11:30 AM 

 

ANYONE INTERESTED IN DOING 

CRAFTS THAT WILL BENEFIT 

THE COMMUNITY ARE                     

WELCOME TO COME. 

 

 

Both Circles of The Presbyterian Women will meet on the second 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015.   

 

The Mary/Martha Circle will meet at 9:30 a.m. at Covington 

Presbyterian Church and the Night Circle will meet at 5:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

The study, “Reconciling Paul - A Contemporary Study of 2 

Corinthians” by Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty focuses on the following 

aspects of faith:  generosity, grace, forgiveness, living by faith, the 

image of God, funds development, ambassadors of reconciliation 

(peacemaking), reconciliation, the ways in which Paul’s letters are a 

response to these things, what was in the original letters, and Paul 

himself.   

 

LONG RANGE PLANNING:  As much as we appreciate the wanting to live in today, we also realize 
that we have a responsibility to look forward. Covington Presbyterian Church is in a unique situation. Our 
nursery is growing, attendance is rising, and membership is growing. However, we realize we need to be 
mindful of the need for better programming, better ministry opportunities, and optimized facility use for this 
growth. It is important to look to 2016, but also 2020, 2025, and so on. We will be forming a long-range plan-
ning committee soon and want your voice or your opinion on whose voice we should hear. Please email 
revrobwhite@gmail.com if you are interested or want to nominate someone.  

The Ash Wednesday Service will 

take place at 6 p.m. on February 18th  

The Wednesday Night Family Meal will 

take place on February 25th at 5PM.  The 

cost for a delicious meal is $5.00 per person 

and $10.00 per family.  Join us in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

mailto:revrobwhite@gmail.com


From:  http://www.21st-century-christianity.com/Funny-Christian-Stories-1.html#gallery[pageGallery]/10/ 



 

 
 
 
 

Sun 

 
 
 

Mon 

 
 
 

Tue 

 
 
 

Wed 

 
 
 

Thu 

 
 
 

Fri 

 
 
 

Sat 

1 
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class  
10:30 Worship Service 
Ordination/Installation 
Officers  
11:30  Chili Cook-Off* 
 

2 
 

4:30 Scouts* 
 
 
 
 

Cameron                 
Edwards 

KiKi Thibaut 

3 4 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
 
 
 
 

5:30pm Choir 
 
 

Jennifer Fell 

5 6 7 
8-11am 

 
 
 

11am  Youth Push 
Mow Parade - Abita 

 
6pm  Covington  

Parade 

8 
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class 
10:30 Worship Service 
11:30 Confirmation Class 
Meeting 
 
4-6pm Youth Group Meet 
 
       
        Julie Walsdorf 

9 10 
9:30am 

M/M Circle 
5:30pm  

Night Circle* 
 
 
 
 

Karen Key 

11 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
 
 
 

5:30pm Choir 

12 13 
 
 
 

5pm Wedding 
Rehearsal 

14 
8-11am 

 
                                                           
 
 
 

2 pm Wedding 
 

Kim Pierce 

15 
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class 
10:30 Worship Service  
New Members & Baptisms 
 
4-6pm  Youth Group Meet 

16 
6pm  Session 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Owen 
Hnatyshyn 

17 
 

Mardi Gras 
Office Closed 

18 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
11:30 Crafty Critters 

5:30pm Choir 
6pm Ash Wed. Svc. 

 
 
 

Hazel Balzer  

19 20 21 
 

8-11 am 

 
 

2pm* 
F.H. booked for AA 

22                               
1st Sunday in Lent 

9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class 
10:30 Worship Service  
 
 3pm Youth Group -                   
Safari Quest-Hammond           
 
 
         Denise Bilbe 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 Scouts* 

24 25 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
 
 
 

5pm  Family Meal 
5:30pm Choir 

 
Wanda Watkins 

26 
 
 
 

Fern                  
Grantham 

27 
 
 
 
 

Wedding  
Rehearsal 

28 

8-11am 

 
 

Wedding 
 

   (Steel Mumphrey 
on Feb. 29) 

*Fellowship Hall 


