
    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the fine folks of Covington Presbyterian Church, 

 

Happy Anniversary!  

 

It's been two years now that you were willing to call a recent seminary graduate to come and be your 

pastor. It's been two years now since you all were willing to open the doors and your lives to something 

unexpected. It's been two years now since many of you were willing to ask yourselves, "what's next?"  

And I want to make one thing clear, this second anniversary is not one where we celebrate the pastor. 

This second anniversary is one where we celebrate that this church was willing to take on a new identity. 

Regardless of who the new pastor is and where he or she may have been in life; this church was certainly 

going to take on a new life when that pastor was hired. I am just so glad it was me who got to be the one 

to walk alongside you. 

 

Over the last two years, we have seen a lot of growth. We've added almost 50 new members, increased 

worship attendance by at least 50%, and our nursery and children's programs are bursting at the seams. 

However, I would hope that we can say the most significant growth has come in the form of Spiritual 

growth. 

 

My prayer is that each of you is a different person than you were two years ago. My prayer is that you 

will be a different person a year from now.  We constantly say we are a new church in an old building. 

However, my hope is that if we had the same people in the same pews each week, that we could still say 

that. 

  

In 2014, we experienced loss and gain. We experienced joy and sorrow.  2015 will present its own joys 

and its own sorrows. 2015 will change each one of us. However, we will walk through it together. We 

will be strengthened by one another. We will be able to lean on one another. We will grow together. And 

along the way, we will be reminded that we serve the God who "enables us to both want to and actually 

live out God's promises" (Philippians 2:13). 

 

My friends, two years ago, we began a journey together that has changed us all for the better. That 

journey continues and I am glad to be walking it with you. This is a great church! 

 

 

Rob 
 

     

                                       January, 2015  

Psalm 119:105   “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 

http://www.freepik.com/index.php?goto=27&url_download=aHR0cDovL3N0YXRpYy5mcmVlcGlrLmNvbS9kb3dubG9hZC8yMy8yMTQ3NDkzLzIxNDc0OTIyMTYuemlw&opciondownload=23&id=aHR0cDovL3N0YXRpYy5mcmVlcGlrLmNvbS9kb3dubG9hZC8yMy8yMTQ3NDkzLzIxNDc0OTIyMTYuemlw&fileid=715484


Leo Cardon (health) 

Ruth Carr (cont. recovery) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Cathy Deskins (cancer) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Clayton Hagy (health) 

Dorian Lamb (cancer)  

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/Deacons 

Dick & Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

                             

 

Melba Logan (health) 

Linda McLean (health) 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Tiny McCarthy (loss) 

Officers/Leadership 

Relationships (marital/family/spiritual) 

Nell Selzer (loss)   

Henry Sevier (health) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

 

Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

 Habitat for Humanity                                       Covington Food Bank 

Operation Christmas Child                      STAIR 

FINANCIALLY $PEAKING:  
For the Month of November: 

 
 Pledges and Gifts of $14,629 were 
received in November.  For the year-to-date 
through November, Pledges and Gifts of 
$238,183 were $17,483 over budget.                                  
 A summary report of finance results 
for 2014 will be included in the February 
“Lamplighter.”                                                                
 Full Financial Statements are available 
in the church office.  Thank you for your 
support of Covington Presbyterian Church. 
  
 

2 Cor. 8:7  But just as you excel in everything -  
In faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 

earnestness and in your love for us -                               
see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 

The Presbyterian Women celebrated Christmas on 

Tuesday evening, December 9th in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

 

The ladies enjoyed a delicious meal with dessert 

and settled down to hear a devotion by Puddin 

Hawkins.  Later Tracy White led the fun in an ice-

breaker game which got the ladies circulating and 

competing.  Paula Kelley won the game prize.  

 

Della Pierce, pictured right at the piano, played 

Christmas Carols while the ladies sang along, many 

harmonizing the melody.  It seems we have some 

talented singers in our newcomers!   

 

Thank you to those who decorated, served and 

planned this event.  It was enjoyed by all. 

 

From the Staff of CPC:  Rev. Rob White, Tracy White, Erin Johnston, Jeanie Bazer, Clara Rutland, and Dale Roddy.   

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.                                                                                  

To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.”  2 Peter 3:18 



Erin and Jason Johnston hosted a wonderful Christmas party for the youth group.  The youth group ap-

preciates all the hard work and dedication Jason and Erin have provided them over the last year and a 

half.  We look forward to a wonderful 2015. 

CPC YOUTH 

There will be a 2015 Kickoff Meeting on January 18 at 4 pm at 

the church. There will be games, food, and more. Come and 

share your ideas. No idea is a bad one! Invite a friend and come 

and meet new friends.  I look forward to seeing you there.      

 

    Rob 

CPC Youth Page 
January 2015 



Lectionary Readings for the month of January, 2015 
Our weekly “Robservation” devotionals and sermons will come from these readings. 

 
For the week of: 

January 4:     Jer . 31:7-14; Ps. 147:12-20, Eph. 1:3-14, John 1:(1-9) 10-18 

January 11:   Gen. 1:1-5; Ps. 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 

January 18:   1 Sam. 3:1-10 (11-20); Ps. 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Cor. 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 

January 25:   Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Ps. 62:5-12; 1 Cor. 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 

 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

Rev. 

Rob 

January 4:    “A Light Life” John 1:1-18 

January 11:    Rev. Jeff Sims 

January 18:  “The Searcher”  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 and John 1:43-51 

January 25:  “Follow Me”  Jonah 3:1-5, 10 and Mark 1:14-20 

“Do your best to present yourself to God as 

one approved, a worker who has no need to be 

ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.“ 

2 Timothy 2:15 



 

 

 

                                                                  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

OPPORTUNITIES: 

 

 
 

“I have stored up Your word in my heart, that I might not sin against You.”  Psalm 119:11. 
 
FELLOWSHIP CLASS: (Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15am) 
An adult class meets in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.   The series, which began 

December 7th  is “Animate” and is a seven-session exploration of the Bible using a DVD/discussion 

format.   

Topics include: 

Canon:  Mining for the Word 

History:  Parchment to Pixel 

Testaments:  One Story, Two Parts 

Gospels:  Unexpected Good News 

Genre:  Rhythm of the Text 

Interpretation:  Scripture Reads Us 

Grace:  Love is the Bottom Line 
  
CONNECTIONS CLASS:  (Sunday at 9:15am Library)  

This class uses “The Upper Room - In Small Groups” devotional booklet.  There is a Wednesday 

meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then discusses it on Sunday.   

 
 
WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 
The Wednesday Bible Study meets from 10-11:30am.  The group will be using the 
“Deepening Life Together” series again studying the book of James.  Our first meeting 
after the new year will be January 7.  You are invited to join us. 
 
 

PLANNING AHEAD:  One of a church's greatest joys and greatest 
heartaches is the celebration of a life and a witness to a resurrection at the 
time of a memorial service. At these services, we celebrate life and a 
covenant between God's and God's child. In respect to families and the 
church, these services are easier to plan when planning has been done by the 
individual. We would like you to prayerfully consider your own celebration. 
What songs, scriptures, or details would you like to happen at your service? 
Please let the church know so that we can have that ready when that time 

comes. 



 

Pastor Rob speaking to the youth during the Christmas Eve Candelight Service. 

The Luminaries were lovely on Christmas 

Eve — thanks to Rob and Tracy White. 
CPC had a large turn out for the 

Candlelight Communion Service. 



Jennie grew up in New Orleans, the oldest of five children. Her grandmother was actually baptized at 

CPC as a baby, but Jennie didn't find that out until after she joined the church seven years ago. Jennie 

attended Church of the Covenant as a child until her family transferred to St. Charles Avenue 

Presbyterian Church when she was in high school. 

 

Jennie has a B.S. in Business from LSU and an M.Ed. in Elementary Education from UNO. She later did 

doctoral work at LSU in Education Research. She has worked as a manager of the produce department at 

Whole Food Company, as the kitchen manager at Cooter Brown's and as instructor of Computers in 

Education at UNO. Since moving to the Northshore, Jennie has been a full time homemaker and 

volunteer. 

 

Jennie met her husband, Jason, while teaching origami at an enrichment program 

for gifted children at UNO. They have been married 18 years and have two 

children, Lucy (12) and Clay (16). Every year Jennie's family dresses up for Mardi 

Gras. This year they were bees. 

 

Since joining CPC, Jennie has sung in the choir, programmed the contemporary 

service, operated the sound system, prepared materials for Cross Country, and 

volunteered in the church office. She became an elder two years ago and currently 

chairs the Finance and Administration committee. 

This month we are spotlighting  Jennie Fonseca.  We 

appreciate Jennie so much; she has a servant's heart and 

spends much of her time volunteering at CPC as well as 

helping out in the school system and other places when 

she sees the need.  She will tackle a complicated problem 

that may arise and usually solves the problem, saving the 

church’s finances.  She has been doing a great job as the 

church’s Financial  Chair.  Many many thanks to our 

Jennie.  If you haven’t met her you can find her by 

listening for her unique laugh. 



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE MONTH 

 
 The hymn of the month for January is “Go Tell It on the Mountain,” There seems to be 

some confusion as to whether John Wesley Work or Frederick Jerome Work wrote the lyrics 

and music. John Wesley Work, Jr. may not have originated the Negro spiritual but he can take 

credit for the fact that we still sing it every Christmas. He was the son of a church choir director 

and grew up in Nashville loving music. He earned his Master’s in Latin and went on to teach 

ancient Latin and Greek. His first love continued to be music, and he went on to become the 

first African-American collector of Negro spirituals. This was a daunting task for Work 

because they were passed down orally, from plantation to plantation and very few were written 

down. But Work proved up to the challenge, publishing his first book, New Jubilee Songs as 

Sung by the Fisk Jubilee Singer. It was in his second volume, Songs of the American Negro, 

that “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” first appeared. 

 

 Some historians think that Work’s father, Frederick Jerome Work, originally wrote the 

song and his son simply arranged and published it. Other historians believe that the song’s 

author was an anonymous slave from the American Civil War era, who began singing it to 

other slaves who then began singing it themselves. This energetic song became popular as an 

especially fun Christmas carol to sing. A diverse number of popular recording artists have 

performed it. These include Sheryl Crow, Garth Brooks, Bing Crosby, Simon & Garfunkel, 

Dolly Parton, Frank Sinatra, and Mahalia Jackson. 

 

 Negro spirituals had their roots in the late 18th and early 19th century camp meetings  

throughout the South as well as in the active evangelical ministry carried on among the black 

people during this time. However, few of their traditional songs were collected or published 

prior to 1840. John W Work, Jr. and his brother, Frederick J. Work, were early leaders in 

arranging and promoting the cause of Negro spirituals. These traditional spirituals have since 

become an important part of the American folk and sacred music heritage and are appreciated 

and enjoyed by all of God’s people. 

 

 “Go Tell it on the Mountain” describes the moment when the sky above Bethlehem 

filled with angels on the first Christmas. The bible describes in Luke 2:9 of a single angel  

announcing Jesus Christ’s birth to shepherds in the fields below, and then “Suddenly a great 

company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to God 

in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:13-14) 

 

HAVE A BLESSED NEW YEAR! 
 

 



Rob, 

 Thank you for the recent donation from your congregation.  

We currently have 5 homes under construction in the Mandeville 

area and your donation will help us complete these homes. 

 Merry Christmas to you and your family and everyone at 

Covington Presbyterian Church. 

 

 Habitat for Humanity 

A Note from STAIR: 

Learning to read through the STAIR program opens the door to success for our students in every subject, including 

mathematics and science.  Literacy is the No. 1 reason why children make it - or don’t make it - in school.  CPC has 

several volunteers who help children learn to read in our local schools. 

ALTERNATIVE GIVING:   

You are invited to take par t in Alternative Giving this holiday season! Alternative Giving means choosing to 

make choices in our purchasing that support and empower our brothers and sisters near and far. Through 

Alternative Giving, we can live out our calling as Christians to love and support our neighbor. Apostle Paul says in 

1 Corinthians 12:26, "If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice 

together with it." Let us rejoice together this holiday season and lift up our neighbors through the way that we give 

to the ones we love. May our gifts count twice this holiday season, offering joy near and far.  

  

Getting involved is simple, and the impact of your gifts can change lives by changing the little things.  A brief video 

can be seen explaining the impact of choosing fair trade.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7K4G5-ydhS0.  

Catalogues will be available in the near future.   

 

The FOOD BANK - Every Sunday Is Food Bank Sunday                                                
In 2014, CPC surpassed its annual goal to donate 2600 pounds of food to The Food Bank and 
donated the equivalent of 4357.38 pounds in food and cash donations.   What an 
accomplishment!!  Many, many thanks to all.  Based on your generous  gifts in 2014, our 
goal in 2015 goal is to donate  4400 pounds.  Please don’t forget to  bring your food 
donations every week.                  

 

Rob, 

 We appreciate the support and contributions from your 

community. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 Terri Turner-Marse, Executive Director 

2 



The Cross Country Children’s Christmas Program was planned, prepared and led by Paula Kelley 

(above).  The program was a huge success with the children incorporating the Christmas message through song, 

puppets, and readings.  Thank you to Paula, who will be retiring, for her dedication, work, and love for God’s 

children.  She has been such a blessing to our congregation for many years and we wish her well in her retire-

ment.  God bless you, Paula. 



 

                                                                          

2014 NEW MEMBERS 
 

 

 

LAUREN AND CHAD GROB 

EMILY MAURER SONGER & JEFF SONGER 

GARLAND AND KATIE ANDERSON 

APRIL CASHION 

JOSEPH AND MANDY ANDERSON 

SCOTT AND JOELLE CUEVAS 

PATTY JEFFRIES 

JOSIE HANAGRIFF DYKES  

FELTUS, JENNIFER WIRTZ  

SUSAN SAMSON 

ALICIA AND SCOTT LEMONIER 

NICK AND HAYLEY SMITH 

LYDIANNE GREIG 

Beryl Keiler 

February 26, 2014 

Infant Eli Lane Sims 

June 10, 2014 

Nova Mauthe 

September 14, 2014 

Annie Fredricks 

October 29, 2014 



Paula Kelley, 

Children’s 

Director has now               

retired from this 

position but will 

always be serving 

wherever she is.  

We are thankful 

to welcome Erin 

Johnston as the 

new Children’s 

Director.  

Thank you, 

Paula, for your 

love for the 

children of CPC 

and your 

devotion to 

teaching them the 

word of God.   

The pictures are 

just a taste of 

Paula in action 

with Cross 

Country and our 

First Lookers. 

 

Not only were 

there consistent 

lessons each 

week but there 

were special 

events like 

Pioneers, VBS, 

Trunk or Treat 

and the 

Christmas 

Pageant that 

Paula led or 

participated in. 

Paula made nice improvements to the 

Nursery and Sunday School rooms. 

The Kelley’s home was always 

open for events for the Youth 

Group as well. 

Vacation Bible School 2014 

THANK YOU, PAULA!! 



A Look Back 

CPC’s special guest speaker from South Africa, Lourens 

van Niekerk spoke at a Potluck Lunch about his ministry 

which renders services to children in need of care by the 

children’s court in the N.W. Province. 

Pictured above:  First Guest Reader at 

Covington Elementary STAIR Site:                             

3-26-14, Rev. Rob White.   

On Sunday, June 1, 2014 , George David 

Anderson was baptized by Rev. Rob White.  

George David is the son of Garland and Katie 

Anderson.   

On May 18, 2014, Logan Simmons, son of              

Ms. Jennifer Spinks, was also baptized. 



Right:  On Sunday, 

October 12, 2014 

Rev. Rob White had 

the pleasure of bap-

tizing his daughter, 

Adalyn Elizabeth 

White.  Adalyn’s 

mother, Tracy, and 

brother Liam are 

standing with them. 

A Look Back 

Left:  The Wallace 

Carr award was given 

to Betty Badeaux and 

Bob Panek in 2014. 

Valora Spencer shows a 

truly surprised face 

when CPC folks 

celebrated her 94th 

birthday with her. 
Easter Egg Hunt                                                       

Our Saturday Crew at work. 
 

Our graduates,  Amelia Pierce and Grant Lambert. 
Gordon Mellencamp                

organized and cooked at 

Men’s Breakfasts in 2014. 

Right:   A 

Food Bank 

Event  

 with                 

volunteers:  

Blaine               

Anderson, 

Rev. Rob 

White, 

Tracy White, 

and 

Judy Webb 

Our “First Look” children. 



HAVING FUN AT THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY MEAL AFTER THE  CANTATA, DECEMBER 14, 2014 

Pictured Below from Left to Right: 

Chuck Morton on Santa’s knee 

Jeff Sims with Logan Sims 

Bob and Ursule Panek with Santa (Could they be singing to Santa?) 

The White family with Santa.   

(Wyman Rutland) 



 

  

 - Many, many thanks to all those who helped make Operation 

Christmas Child 2014 such an overwhelming success: Jennifer  Spinks, 

Puddin Hawkins, Herman Fitzpatrick, Mandy Anderson, Pat Gresham, 

Hayley Smith, Katie Landry, Patty Jeffries, Tracy, Rob, Liam and Adalyn 

White, Chuck Morton, Karen  and Danny Key, Paula Kelly, Jason and Erin 

Johnson, Ursele Panek, Terri Demers, Bill Abernathy, Della Pierce , Rachel 

Lambert, Dick and Mary Ruth Hastings, George Pierce, and all the men 

who helped to load George’s wonderful delivery truck.    

 We collected  1,738 shoeboxes this year, which is a new record 

for us.  Thanks again.   –Conie 

 

CPC’s “CRAFTY CRITTERS” 

MEET IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21  

AT 11:30 AM 

 

ANYONE INTERESTED IN DOING 

CRAFTS THAT WILL BENEFIT 

THE COMMUNITY ARE                     

WELCOME TO COME. 

 

 

CPC’S New Members 

L-R:  Lydianne Greig 

Haley and Nick Smith 

Both Circles of The Presbyterian Women will 

meet on the second Tuesday, January 13, 

2015.   

 

The Mary/Martha Circle will meet at 9:30 

a.m. at Covington Presbyter ian Church 

and the Night Circle will meet at 5:30 p.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall. 

 

This is a good time to start the New Year in 

fellowship with the ladies at a time that is 

convenient for you. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
 

 Office  
Closed 

Sung Min 
Jeon 

2 3 
8-11am 

 
 
 
 

Wedding 
Laina Treadaway 

4 
 
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class  
10:30 Worship Service  
11:30 Congregational Mtg. 
 
    Elizabeth Tosterud 

5 
 
 

4:30 Scouts* 

6 
 
 

Chris             
Hnatyshyn 

7 
10am Adult Bible Study* 

 
 
 

5:30pm Choir 

8 9 10 
8-11am 

 
 
 
 

9:30 PW Council                    
Delitha Lane 

11 
 
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class 
10:30 Worship Service  
 
Cab Fielding 

12 
 
 

4:30 Scouts* 

13 
9:30am 

M/M Circle 
5:30pm  

Night Circle 

14 
10am Adult Bible Study* 

 
 
 

5:30pm Choir 

15 
 

Ginger                 
Alexander 

Robert Tosso 

16 17 
8-11am 

18 
 
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class 
10:30 Worship Service  
4:pm  2015 Youth Kick-Off 

19 20 21 
10am Adult Bible Study* 

 
 
 

5:30pm Choir 

22 23 24 
8-11am 

 
 
 
 

Lydianne Greig 

25 
 
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class  
10:30 Worship Service  

26 
 
 
 

6:30 Scouts* 

27 
 
 

Clara 
Rutland 

28 
10am Adult Bible Study* 

 
 
 

5:30pm Choir 

29 30 31 
8-11am 

*Fellowship Hall 

http://blog.tonerboss.com/tonerboss-coupons-for-january-2014/dji_dazzle_january1word_c/

