
   

    

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Persistency Yields Consistency 
 

 

“Practice? We’re talking about practice man. We aren’t talking about a game.” These words by Allen 

Iverson in 2001 were during one of the most famous sport rants of all time when the MVP was asked 

why he was missing some practices and not giving his all when he was in practice. Of course, sports 

analysts and others were quick to point out the importance of practice from the development of form to 

the familiarity with teammates to the need to work out the “kinks.” And so yes, I’m going to write about 

“practice.” 

 

The Advent and Christmas seasons are about practice. This year, we will look up and see more people 

sitting in pews in churches. We will see more people giving and providing care for those in need. We will 

look around and see people getting along who don’t usually get along. We will see more people being 

provided a warm environment or food or other needs who don’t usually have as much access to such 

essential things. And we will not think this looks strange to us. No, to us, this will be what we expect this 

time of year. We will say things like, “Christmas is the time to give,” “Christmas is the time to renew our 

commitment to Christ,” “It is better to give than to receive,” and other cliched sayings.  

 

However, I would like to think that this is simply practice. This is practice of how we should live all the 

time. This is practice of our form, of our familiarity with our teammates, and our working out the kinks. 

Yes, this time of the year is about our willingness to look beyond a time of the year or a season as the 

time of great giving and great church attendance. Need and cold exist beyond December. The church is 

open on other days throughout the year. Our neighbors are still our neighbors even when lights aren’t on 

their house. 

 

So as this season comes and this season goes, I want for us to look to this as practice for the rest of the 

year. Set goals to be at church every Sunday you can. Set goals to serve in some way or another every 

month of the year. Yes, my friends, be persistent in your living. Persistency will yield consistency. Your 

practice will soon rub off during game time. Your practice will soon become your living.  

 

So yes, we are talking about practice, but we are also talking about the days and weeks and months after 

practice is over. 

Rob 

 

                                       December, 2014                                                                                                                    

Psalm 119:105   “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 



Helen Camp (recovery) 

Leo Cardon (health) 

Ruth Carr (cont. recovery) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Cathy Deskins (cancer) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Clayton Hagy (health) 

Dorian Lamb (cancer)  

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/Deacons                             

 

 

Dick & Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

Melba Logan (health) 

Clayton McDaniel (health) 

Linda McLean (health) 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Relationships (marital/family/spiritual)   

Henry Sevier (health) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens  

Wanda Watkins (health) 

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

 

Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

 Habitat for Humanity                                       Covington Food Bank 

Operation Christmas Child                      STAIR 

FINANCIALLY $PEAKING:  
For the Month of October 

 
 
 

 Pledges & Gifts of $21, 507 were 

received in October.  For the year-too-date 

through October, Pledges and Gifts of 

$223,554 were $17,054 over budget. 

 

     Full financial statements are available in 

the church office.  Thank you for your 

support of Covington Presbyterian Church. 

 

Clara Rutland 

2 Cor. 8:7  But just as you excel in everything -  
In faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 

earnestness and in your love for us -                               
see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 

VETERANS OF CPC:   

On Sunday, November 9, 2014, the Veterans were honored during the worship service and got together after for this 

picture.  Back Row:  Sidney Harper, Dick Hastings  3rd Row:  Mark Finch, Richard Voyles, Gordon Mellencamp, 

Hank Abel, Chuck Morton and Bob Lane  2nd Row:  Danny Key, Kent Meyers, Bob Panek, Lem McCoy, Jim Badeaux  

Front row:  Matt Cole 



Lectionary Readings for the month of December, 2014 
Our weekly “Robservation” devotionals and sermons will come from these readings. 

 
For the week of: 

December 7:  Isa. 40:1-11; Ps. 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 

December 14:  Isa. 61:1-4, 8-11; Ps. 126, 1 Thess. 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

December 21:  2 Sam 7:1-11,16; Ps. 89:1-4, 19-26; Rom.16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

December 28:  Isa. 61:10-62:3; Ps. 148; Ga. 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

Rev. 

Rob 

December 7:   “News From the Wild”  Isaiah 40:1-11, Mark 1:1-8 

December 14:  Cantata and Children’s Program 

December 21: “A New Voice”            Luke 1:5-25, 57-80 

December 24: “What Do You Say?”   Luke 2:1-20 

December 28: “I’ve Been Waiting”     Luke 2:22-40 

“Do your best to present yourself to God as 

one approved, a worker who has no need to be 

ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.“ 

2 Timothy 2:15 

From the Staff of CPC:  Rev. Rob White, Tracy White, Paula Kelley, 

Jason Johnston, Jeanie Bazer, Clara Rutland, and Dale Roddy. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.buildamenu.com%2Fblog%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2012%2F12%2Fchristmasblessings.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.buildamenu.com%2Fblog%2Flean-christmas-could-be-a-blessing%2F&h=385&w=600&tbnid=UNJZ6d5PKmH8


 

Mark your calendar for  
and join us for the PW Christmas Party 

in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Tuesday, December 9,  at 6:00 p.m. 
 

We’ll have good food, fellowship  
and a time of celebration. 

 

Mark your calendars 

to come to  

CPC’s Christmas 

Eve 

Candlelight Service. 

 

6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 

 December 24, 2014 

 

It is a special                

evening service  

with candles 

 and singing of 

loved 

Christmas Carols 

Led by                                      

CPC’s Chancel 

Choir 



 

 

 

                                                                  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

OPPORTUNITIES: 

 

 
 

“I have stored up Your word in my heart, that I might not sin against You.”  Psalm 119:11. 
 
FELLOWSHIP CLASS: (Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15am) 
An adult class meets in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.   The series, “A Different 

Kind of Christmas” by Mike Slaughter.  In this five week DVED/discussion series Pastor Slaughter will 

inspire us to approach Christmas differently and be transformed in the process.  He will help us cast a 

vision of living and giving like Jesus, beginning with the Christmas season and continuing throughout 

the year.  It will help us see the traps and discontentment of consumerism and the call of God to live 

generously to fulfill God’s mission to the world. 
  
CONNECTIONS CLASS:  (9:15am Library)  

This class uses “The Upper Room - In Small Groups” devotional booklet.  There is a Wednesday 

meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then discusses it on Sunday.   

 
A CLASS FOR ALL AGES:  Pastor  Rob teaches a Sunday School class  which meets  Sundays at 

9:30 and is called "A Class for the Ages." This class is for all youth AND all adults. The class meets 

upstairs in the youth room and walks through the Scripture from which Rob will preach that day.  Please 

bring your parent, kids, or friends and check this class out.  
 
WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 
The Wednesday Bible Study meets from 10-11:30am.  The Study:  “Promises of God” 
continues from the Deepening Life Together series.  The series helps ordinary people’s 
understanding of the Scriptures.  Covering a unique selection of Old Testament, New 
Testament, and topical Bible studies, this series features teaching experts and scholars 
from well-respected institutions.  It is a great way for believers to rediscover a love for 
the Bible and grow closer to each other at the same time.   
 

 

PLANNING AHEAD:  One of a church's greatest joys and greatest 
heartaches is the celebration of a life and a witness to a resurrection at the 
time of a memorial service. At these services, we celebrate life and a 
covenant between God's and God's child. In respect to families and the 
church, these services are easier to plan when planning has been done by the 
individual. We would like you to prayerfully consider your own celebration. 
What songs, scriptures, or details would you like to happen at your service? 
Please let the church know so that we can have that ready when that time 

comes. 





 

CPC will again bring a  little joy to needy children in our 

community this Christmas season, through our annual 

“Giving Tree.”  The Giving Tree is now in the sanctuary 

with tags with the children’s names.                                                                                           

The last Sunday to bring gifts will be December 12th. 

 

To participate in this ministry, select a child’s name tag 

from the tree.  Please place your wrapped gifts under the 

tree for pick up and delivery before December 12th.   

  What a blessing it will be knowing you brought a smile            

to a needy child’s face on Christmas morning.   

You are Invited to Covington Presbyterian Church’s Christmas Cantata 

“A Service of Carols” by Hal H. Hopson 

 

Sunday, December 14 at 10:30 am 
 

Followed by a Holiday Lunch 
(Everything is provided) 

 
We will have traditional Christmas Carols and Scripture Readings by 

CPC’s Chancel Choir and a Children’s Program. 

We will conclude with “Silent Night” for everyone to sing together. 



 Feltus (or BB as some call him) and Jennifer met about 15 years ago at Southeastern. They were 

married in 2002, and will be celebrating their 12th anniversary this December. They have two amazing 

children, Abby who is 10 and Eli who will be turning 8 this December. Feltus is originally from Abita 

Springs, and Jennifer is from Slidell, but they now live in Madisonville.  

 

 Jennifer is a 6th grade teacher at Martha Vineyard Elementary in Ponchatoula. This is her 14th 

year teaching.  She loves working with sixth graders. For the first ten years that she taught, she was a 

French teacher. She loves the French language and the connection we have to the language and culture 

of France here in Louisiana. Jennifer was sad to see the program end but loves teaching reading! 

 

 Feltus went to SLU and graduated with a degree in Fine Arts. He has always loved working with 

his hands and creating different types of functional art, whether it’s jewelry, lamps, or furniture pieces. 

Around 5 years ago, Feltus and his brother Scott, opened BayouFX a post-production company for the 

movie industry. Although he enjoyed working in the film industry, around 6 months ago, he decided to 

follow his dream of focusing on his art full time. In mid-October, Feltus opened “BB’s Eclectic 

Creations.” This is a small art studio on New Hampshire Street in downtown Covington. He sells an 

eclectic variety of hand crafted lamps, jewelry, and art pieces created by himself and some other very 

talented local artists.  

 

 Although Feltus was baptized at Covington Presbyterian, they didn’t start attending church 

regularly until 2012. They say that they absolutely love Covington Presbyterian Church! A nice 

comment was that “the  people here are very warm and friendly, and they have made us feel very 

welcome! “ 

This month we are spotlighting Feltus and Jennifer Wirtz.   



 

December 14, 

2014 

10:30 a.m.  

CR

 

 

REMINDER:  

**Rehearsal – December 10th 5:00-6:00 with a family dinner in Fellowship 
Hall followed by rehearsal at 6:00.                                                                                                       
** Christmas Program – December 14th.  10:30 – then join us for a church 
Christmas luncheon following the program.  Encourage your children to keep 
learning their songs for the Christmas program.  Try to keep on playing our 
Christmas Program songs for our First Lookers.  If you haven’t received your 
CD with the songs, please be sure you get one today. Mark your calendars for 
the Rehearsal and Christmas Program dates mentioned above. 



Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 

HYMN OF THE MONTH 
 
 This time of year we look forward to singing some of our favorite 

Christmas carols. There are so many to choose in our hymnal. The hymn of 

the month for December is Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming. It originated and 

published in 1582 or 1588 in Gebetbuchlein des Frater Conradus. This hymn 

focuses on Mary, who is compared to the mystical rose praised in the Song of 

Solomon 2:1, I am a rose of  Sharon, a lily of the valleys. It is believed to 

have originated in Trier, and one source stated that on one Christmas Eve, a 

monk in Trier found a blooming rose while walking in the woods. He placed 

the rose in a vase, and placed it before the alter to the Virgin Mary. Some 

sources indicate the hymn might date back into the 14th century. 

 

 By 1609, the Protestants adopted the hymn and changed its focus 

from Mary to Jesus, Isaiah 11:1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse: from his roots a Branch 

will bear fruit. According to Keyte and Parrott, in medieval iconography, the tree of  Jesse is often 

depicted as a rose plant. The revision first appeared in Michael Praetorius’ Musae Sioniae in 1609. 

Praetorius was occasionally mistaken as the author.  

 

 The words and music appeared with 23 verses in the Alte Katholische Geistliche Kirchengesang 

and with six stanzas in the Speirschen Gesangbuch, Cologne 1599 or 1600.  The Michael Praetorius 

(1572-1621) harmonization is still the version most heard although other harmonizations have been 

written. The melody was adapted by Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) as the basis for his 1896 chorale 

prelude: Es ist ein Ros’entsprungen (Op. 122,  No. 8). Finally, there is the 1919 Herbert Howells’ 

setting of A Spotless Rose. 

 

 The same tune has been used for several other carols and hymns, including A Great and Mighty 

Wonder, John Mason Neale’s translation of St. Germanus’ Greek hymn for Christmas day. 

 

 Among the many English adaptations, perhaps the best known is by Theodore Baker (1851-

1934) Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming. It was heard as recently as in the 1971 Academy Award winning 

move “Love Story.” There are two poems by Christiana Rossetti celebrating the Feast of the 

Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (March 25th). 





 

  

 - Many, many thanks to all those who helped make Operation 

Christmas Child 2014 such an overwhelming success: Jennifer  Spinks, 

Puddin Hawkins, Herman Fitzpatrick, Mandy Anderson, Pat Gresham, 

Hayley Smith, Katie Landry, Patty Jeffries, Tracy, Rob, Liam and Adalyn 

White, Chuck Morton, Karen  and Danny Key, Paula Kelly, Jason and Erin 

Johnson, Ursele Panek, Terri Demers, Bill Abernathy, Della Pierce , Rachel 

Lambert, Dick and Mary Ruth Hastings, George Pierce, and all the men 

who helped to load George’s wonderful delivery truck.   We 

collected  1,738 shoeboxes this year, which is a new record for  

us.  Thanks again.   –Conie 

 

CPC’s “CRAFTY CRITTERS” 

MEET IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17  

AT 11:30 AM 

 

ANYONE INTERESTED IN DOING 

CRAFTS THAT WILL BENEFIT 

THE COMMUNITY ARE                     

WELCOME TO COME. 

 

 

CPC’S New Members 

L-R:  Lydianne Greig 

Haley and Nick Smith 

Due to the PW 

Christmas Celebration, 

both the Mary/Martha 

and Night Circles will 

not meet in December. 

Merry Christmas                   

to all!   



     The holiday season is upon us!  We will have our annual poinsettias 

decorating the sanctuary  during the Christmas season.   CPC members and 

friends will have an opportunity to order the flowers for $10.00 each.  You 

may dedicate a memorial or honor someone through this beautiful floral 

presentation.  You will also have an opportunity to donate funds  towards 

fresh wreaths.  The same memorial or honorarium opportunity will be 

provided for these wreaths as well.  We are in hopes that there will be a 

nice balance of poinsettias and fresh wreaths to add to the charm of our 

lovely church for the season that we celebrate the birth of our Lord in 

worship.   

 

     Please fill out the form and place your orders early.  You may drop 

them in the offering plate or bring it by the office.  The wreaths will 

remain in the church.  Y ou are encouraged to take home your poinsettias 

after worship on December 28th. 

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM: 
 

I/we would like to order __________ Poinsettias at $10.00 ea. and/or donate $______________ toward 

fresh wreaths.  The deadline for ordering is Thursday, December 4th. 
   

                    IN MEMORY OF . . .     IN HONOR OF . . . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

    Telephone______________________________and email:_____________________________________ 

 

   Check enclosed for $_______________             Given by:  __________________________________________ 

 

Poinsettia order deadline: Thursday, December 4th 

  

  

  

  

  



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
 
 
 

5:30pm Choir 

4 
 

Poinsettia 
order 

deadline 
 

Jeff 
Schoen 

5 
 
 

Debi 
Schoen 

6 
8-11am 

 

7 
 
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30  Class for the Ages  
10:30 Worship Service  

8 
 
 
 

6:30 Scouts 

9 
6pm 
PW 

Christmas  
Celebration* 

 

10 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
 
 
 

5pm Family Dinner 
5:30pm Choir 

11 12 
Giving 
Tree  

Deadline 
 

13 
8-11am 

 

 
 

14 
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30  Class for the Ages  
10:30 Cantata Worship Svc 
Holiday Lunch* 
 
Ursule Panek 

15 
 
 
 

Tiffany 
Ritchie 

16 17 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
11:30 Crafty Critters 

 
 
 

5:30pm Choir 
Susan Samson 

18 
Melba 
Logan 

Jeanine 
Gautreaux 

Junie  
Herron 

19 
  
 
 

Levi              
Johnston 

Paul Tosso 

20 
8-11am 

 
 

Conie 
Abernathy 

21 
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30  Class for the Ages  
10:30 Worship Service  

22 
 

Dick Fitch 
Eileen 
Keefe 

23 24 
Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Svc. 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

Rachel 
Koger 

26 
 
 
                         

Wedding 
Rehearsal 

27 
8-11am 

 
 
                            

Wedding 

28 
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30  Class for the Ages  
10:30 Worship Service  
 
Jeanie Bazer 
Joelle Cuevas 

29 30 31 

 
5:30pm Choir 

 
 
 
 

Michelle Gremillion 

   

*Fellowship Hall 


