
(Light Bringer)        

                                       September, 2014                                                                                                                    

       

 There are 2 lies that the church often disguises as truth: "we should be comfortable in worship" and "it is our job 

to make sure everyone feels comfortable when they come into the doors." If either of these were true, we would be 

ignoring the Gospel of Christ.  

 

 Certainly, we can be comfortable in the atmosphere. Certainly we can be comfortable with the people. Certainly, 

we can be comfortable in our faith. However, our faith in Christ should be one of such comfort that we are made to be 

uncomfortable. Comfort is defined as a state of ease and freedom from pain or constraint. Worship is and should be a 

time in which the good news of God's sustaining and redeeming love is preached to a congregation. However, in hearing 

of that sustaining and redeeming love, we should all walk away feeling a little discomfort. In fact, it is my job, as your 

minister, to help you feel uncomfortable. If we all felt comfortable after a worship service, then there would be no need 

for a charge at the end.  

 

 The truth of the matter is, this world is not as it should be. We, as the hands, the feet, the heart, the mouth, and 

the brains of Christ in this world, should walk out of worship feeling inclined to go into the uncomfortable places of this 

world and share God's good news in whatever way possible. We, as the bearers of light, should run to the darkened parts 

of this world to shine light on injustice, hurt, bigotry, and hate. We, as the children of God, should do all that we should 

to provide hope to the orphans in this world. We, who have been promised a house with many rooms, should try our 

hardest to provide housing, food, or clothing for those who go without.  

 

 Yes, my friends, we should fidget every week in worship. This not because the pew is uncomfortable or because 

the sermon is too boring. No, we should fidget because we realize that the world is not as it should be and we need to do 

more. We should fidget because we can't wait to get out there and do something about it. We should fidget because we 

have gotten so comfortable in our pews that sometimes our faith life just stops right there. 

 

 May your faith in Christ be comfortable enough that you are willing to do the uncomfortable things in this 

world. 

 

God Bless, 

 

Rob White 
 

Psalm 119:105   “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 



Bill Abernathy (cancer) 

Leo Cardon (health) 

Ruth Carr (cont. recovery) 

Jean Carriere (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Cathy Deskins (cancer) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Annie Fredricks (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Clayton Hagy (health) 

Dick & Mary Ruth Hastings (health)  

Dorian Lamb (cancer)  

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/Deacons                           

Melba Logan (health) 

Clayton McDaniel (health) 

Linda McLean (recovery-surgery) 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Relationships (marital/family/spiritual)   

Henry Sevier (health) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens  

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

 
Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

Habitat for Humanity                                       Covington Food Bank 

Operation Christmas Child                      STAIR 

FINANCIALLY $PEAKING:  
For the Month of August 
 
 
 
 

     Pledges & Gifts of $14,155 were received 

in August.  For the year-to-date through 

August, Pledges and Gifts of $190,275 are 

$12,175 over budget. 

 

     Full financial statements are available in 

the church office.  Thank you for your 

support of Covington Presbyterian Church. 

 

Clara Rutland 

 

2 Cor. 8:7  But just as you excel in everything -  
In faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 

earnestness and in your love for us -                               
see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 

                                                                                                                               

If you are unable to come to worship and don’t want to miss any of 

the messages by Rev. White,  you may hear the audio & video                

recordings of past sermons on our website, ww.covpresby.org under 

“Sermons” tab and, if desired, you may forward the link to a 

friend.  

 

One of the lessons in 

Cross Country was 

about the manna that 

God provided in the 

wilderness for the 

Israelites.  After the 

lesson Paula Kelley, 

CPC’s Children’s 

Director, brought the 

children into the 

Fellowship Hall 

kitchen to enjoy nice 

cool popsicles.   



Lectionary Readings for the month of October, 2014 
Our weekly “Robservation” devotionals and sermons will come from these readings. 

 

For the week of: 

October 5:    Exod. 20:1-4, 7-9; Ps. 19, Phil. 3:4b-14; Matt. 21:33-46 

October 12:  Exod. 32:1-14; Ps. 106:1-6, 19-23; Phil. 4:1-9; Matt. 22:1-14 

October 19:  Exod. 33:12-23; Ps. 99; 1 Thess. 1:1-10; Matt. 22:15-22 

October 26:  Deut. 34:1-12; Ps. 90:1-6, 13-17; 1 Thess. 2:1-8; Matt. 22:34-46 

Nov. 2:          John. 3:7-17; Ps. 107:1-7, 33-37; 1 Thess. 2:9-13; Matt. 23:1-12 
 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

Rev. 

Rob 

October 5:     “World Communion”  Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20    Rev. Rob White 

October 12:   “An Invested Church”   Matt. 25:14-30 

October 19:   “Decision Driver”   Matt. 22:15-22 

October 26:   “Reform”   Matthew 22:34-36; 1 Thess. 2:1-8 

Nov. 2:           “Get Down From There”  Matt. 23:1-12 



 

 

 

                                                                  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

OPPORTUNITIES: 

 

 
 

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, 
rightly handling the word of truth.”  2 Timothy 2:15 

. 
FELLOWSHIP CLASS: (Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15am) 
An adult class meets in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.   The series, “Soul 

Keeping - Caring for the Most Important Part of You,” by John Ortberg  takes us on an exploration of 

the soul from the perspective of someone who has struggled to understand and care for his own soul.  He 

shares his honest, funny, moving and insightful journey as he guides us through his own struggles and 

hardships. 
  
CONNECTIONS CLASS:  (9:15am Library)  
This class uses “The Upper Room - In Small Groups” devotional booklet.  There is a Wednesday 

meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then discusses it on Sunday.   

 
A CLASS FOR ALL AGES:  Pastor  Rob teaches a Sunday School class  which meets  Sundays at 

9:30 and is called "A Class for the Ages." This class is for all youth AND all adults. The class meets 

upstairs in the youth room and walks through the Scripture from which Rob will preach that day.  Please 

bring your parent, kids, or friends and check this class out.  
 
WEDNESDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY: 
The Fall Wednesday Bible Study began September 3 from 10-11:30am.  The Study:  “The 
Magnificent Obsession:  Embracing the God-filled Life.”  Is your heart yearning for more?  Anne 
Graham Lotz had questions too, and her journey led her to the life of Old Testament patriarch, Abraham.  
This study reveals insights from Abraham’s life that will help you embrace a God-filled life too.   

 The Circles, Mary/Martha and the Night Circle, will meet 

Tuesday, October 14, and each second Tuesday of the month after.  The 

study, “Reconciling Paul - A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians” by 

Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty focuses on the following aspects of faith:  

generosity, grace, forgiveness, living by faith, the image of God, funds 

development, ambassadors of reconciliation (peacemaking), 

reconciliation, the ways in which Paul’s letters are a response to these 

things, what was in the original letters, and Paul himself.   

 If mornings are convenient for you, come to home of Jean 

Carriere at 9:30 a.m.  Night Circle is held in the Fellowship Hall at 5:30 

p.m. and is led by Dianne Kaack.  The Circles commit themselves to 

nurture faith through prayer and Bible study, to support the mission of 

the church worldwide, to work for justice and peace, and to build an 

inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian 

Church and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom. 



 

CPC member, Valora Spencer, was given a surprise birthday party by friends from Covington Presbyterian Church pictured below.  As 

can be seen in the middle picture, Valora was truly surprised and very happy to share celebrating her birthday with friends and loved ones. 



  

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON BOB AND URSULE PANEK 

 
 

 What do we tell our children when they start the search for a lifetime mate?  Find a nice boy/girl at church.  

Well, that may or may not always turn out but for Bob and Ursule it’s how their story begins.  They first met at a 

Parkway Presbyterian Church Family camp here on the North Shore.  Bob was the camp cook and Ursule was there with 

a new friend she met at Parkway.  That was thirty some years ago and probably the last time Bob has had the kitchen to 

himself. 

 

 Both have been Deacons and Elders, here and at Parkway.  Bob was also an elder several times at two other 

churches in Atlanta and Omaha.  Bob is a CPA that started his career in Omaha where he graduated from the University 

of Nebraska-Omaha and Northwestern University in Chicago.  After several stints in Omaha, Los Angeles and Atlanta he 

settled down in Metairie.  Ursule, after a vagabond childhood in Colorado, New Mexico and other points west, ended up 

in New Orleans.  She worked many years in the French Quarter in a jewelry shop as the girl Friday doing everything 

from selling jewelry to keeping books and as the office manager.  

 

 After they were married in 1982 Bob started his sole practice after seventeen years with an International CPA 

firm and several years as the manager of a West Bank land company. He needed a secretary/bookkeeper so Ursule 

jumped in and they worked together until 1998 when Bob semi-retired and later they moved to Lake Ramsey and soon 

joined CPC.  

 

 Bob, who is handy with repairs and maintenance, started working at church on Saturday mornings that has 

evolved in a ritual get together of like-minded members that keep up our church facilities.  In addition he chaired the 

interim pastor search and again with the search that brought us Rob and Tracy. 

 

 Ursule has done just about everything in church from secretary, to clerical help to help in the nursery. 

 

 Bob has four children from Atlanta to Seattle to Rockford, IL and Madison, WI.  Ursule’s has three children, two 

of which live on the North Shore and one in Cary, NC.  Grandchildren and Great grandchildren number 29.  They all 

enjoy times at Lake Ramsey, swimming, fishing and just hanging with their cousins.  
 

 

 

 
The spotlight this month features Bob and Ursule Panek,               

familiar faces to us all because they are always helping in some 

capacity around CPC, no matter how big or small a project.   



Jennifer, Eli, Feltus, and Abigail Wirtz 

Alicia and Scott Lemonier 

Twin daughters Aydan and Aubrey 

Susan Samson 

Our Newest  
Members 

Were welcomed to 
Covington                            

Presbyterian Church 
on Sunday,                    

September 21, 2014 



 

Trunk or Treat  
 

October 29, 2014 

 

Covington Presbyterian Family Night 

 

5:00 – 7:00 Trunk or Treat 

 

Come enjoy a wonderful complimentary Hot Dog and Chili                         

meal after which we will be having our second annual  

Trunk or Treat event. 
 

Please consider sponsoring your very own trunk.  Sponsors                                   

usually pick a theme.  Think of a costume or theme you like                                             

to create a fun trunk with games and candy for our little                                            

trick or treaters. Some ideas might be: Western Theme –                              

Camping Theme – Luau Theme etc….. 

 

You get the idea just please no scary stuff…..  Also if you                                      

like you could just donate some candy to this event. 

 

Please contact Paula Kelley children@covpresby.org  if you                             

can be one of our trunk sponsors. 

 

Parents please feel free to invite your friends and neighbors                                

to come and bring their children.    

mailto:children@covpresby.org


   Nursery/First Look Schedule   

       

 Date   Nursery   First Look (3-4) year olds  

            

 Sept.7th   Katie Anderson      

 Sept. 14th       Rick & Rhonda Spell  

 Sept. 21   Marianne Perez      

 Sept. 28th   Marianne Perez      

            

     Nursery   First Look (3-4) year olds  

            

 Oct.  5th.   Katie Anderson      

 Oct. 12th   Steele Mumphrey   April Cashion  

 Oct. 19th   Steele Mumphrey   Rick & Rhonda Spell  

 Oct. 26th   Rachel Lambert      

            

            

       

 Date   Nursery   First Look (3-4) year olds  

            

 Nov. 2nd   Katie Anderson      

 Nov. 9th   Steele Mumphrey   Erin Johnston  

 Nov. 16th   Erin Johnston      

 Nov. 23rd          

 Nov. 30th          

            

     Nursery   First Look (3-4) year olds  

            

 Dec. 7th   Katie Anderson      

 Dec. 14th          

 Dec. 21st          

 Dec 28th          

            

Note:  A volunteer meeting will be  

upstairs at 10:00 every Sunday in 

the Power-Up Room. 

 

Please consider volunteering  

for one or two of these spots.  

15 spots to fill. 

 

 
Please fill out and let Paula Kelley know if you would like to serve on any of the following open dates: 



  The hymn of the month for October, as requested by Shil Jeon, is The Old Rugged Cross. It was 

written and composed by George Bennard. He was born on February 4, 1873 in the coal-mining and iron

-production town of Youngstown, Ohio. When he was still a child, his parents relocated the family to 

Albia, Iowa and later moved to Lucas, Iowa. Young Bennard aspired to become a Christian evangelist. 

When only sixteen, George’s father passed away.  He was compelled to support his mother and sisters 

after his father’s death.  

 

 After marrying, Bennard became active in the Salvation Army and preached throughout the 

United States and Canada. He and his wife became brigade leaders before leaving the organization for 

the Methodist Church.  He became an ordained minister by the Methodist Episcopal Church. One time, 

after returning to his home in Albion, Michigan, Bennard passed through a trying experience, one that 

caused him to reflect about the significance of the cross and what the apostle Paul meant when he spoke 

of entering in the  fellowship of Christ’s suffering (Philippians 3:10) until one day he could say: 

 “I saw the Christ of the cross as if I were seeing John 3:16 (For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life) leave the 

printed page, take form and act out the meaning of redemption. The more I contemplated these truths the 

more convinced I became that the cross was far more than just a religious symbol but rather the very 

heart of the gospel.” 

  

During the days of spiritual struggle, the theme for The Old Rugged Cross began to formulate 

itself in Bennard’s mind. His inner voice seemed to keep telling him to “wait.”  Finally, after returning to 

Michigan he began to concentrate anew on his project. This time the words and melody began to flow 

easily from his heart. Shortly thereafter, Bennard sent a manuscript copy to Charles Gabriel, one of the 

leading gospel hymn writers of that time.  The hymn became one of the most widely published songs 

either sacred or secular throughout America. 

   

  George Bennard was highly regarded as author of Christian hymns. Other songs he 

wrote were The Old Gray Mare, The Oaken Bucket and even Rock of Ages. His most famous work is 

The Old Rugged Cross. Bennard retired to Reed City, Michigan and the town maintains a museum 

dedicated to his life and ministry. He died in Reed City, Michigan on October 10, 1958 at age of 85. The 

local Chamber of Commerce erected a cross near his home. 

 

 For people growing up in the “Bible Belt,” The Old Rugged Cross was one that 

permeated their lives. The words were known by heart and could be sung any time of the day when they 

were plowing, washing the laundry or at time of joy or sorrow. It has become an enormous country 

gospel favorite since it became the title song of Ernest Tubb’s 1952 gospel album. It has been performed 

by some of the 20th century’s most important recording artists, including Andy Griffith, Chet Atkins, 

George Jones, Johnny Cash and June Carter, Roy Rogers and Dale Evans, Tennessee Ernie Ford and 

many others. 

Grace Notes by Elizabeth Tosterud 

 

 

Rev. George Bennard (on the 

right in the picture) shakes 

hands with another man in 
front of cross saying "The Old 

Rugged Cross". 





The Youth at CPC are sponsoring their annual Pancake Packing 

Party to support Operation Christmas Child on November 8, 

2014, from 9:00 am to 11:00 am.  Please bring your appetite, 

along with small toys, books, non-liquid hygiene items, school 

supplies, t-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, etc. The shoe-

boxes will be provided. Mark your calendars to come support the 

youth at CPC, and pack a small shoebox that will help teach chil-

dren around the world about the love of God.  

Saturday 
November 8,  

9 a.m. to 11 
 

OPERATION CHRISMAS CHILD VOLUNTEER SIGNUP  

 

IT’S SHOEBOX TIME!  CPC is again supporting the Samaritan's Purse ministry, "Operation Christmas Child" by serving as 

the Northshore drop-off location to receive gift-filled shoeboxes.  Last year, CPC received 1,222 packed shoeboxes from the 

community, which were then combined with almost ten million shoeboxes collected nationwide and shipped to children in over 

100 countries. Volunteers are needed to staff the Fellowship Hall and receive gift-filled shoeboxes from the community during the 

week of November 17
th

 - 24
th

.  If you are able to help us this year, please provide the information requested below on the days you 

are able to volunteer and place your completed sign-up sheet in the offering plate.  Conie Abernathy will contact you to confirm 

your volunteer time.  Thanks so much for helping out again this year.   

DATE TIME NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS TELEPHONE 

Monday, No-

vember 17th 

1:00 - 3:30    

3:30 - 6:00    

Tuesday, No-

vember 18th 

1:00 - 3:30    

3:30 - 6:00    

Wednesday, 

November 19th 

1:00 - 3:30    

3:30 - 6:00    

Thursday, No-

vember 20th 

1:00 - 3:30    

3:30 - 6:00    

Friday, Novem-

ber 21st 

1:00 - 3:30    

3:30 - 6:00    

Saturday, No-

vember 22nd 

10:00 - 1:00    

1:00 - 4:00    

Sunday, No-

vember 23rd 
11:30 - 2:00    

Monday, No-

vember 24th 
12:00 - 1:00     



 



               

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
 
 
 

5pm Family Night 
Meal 

6pm Choir 

2 
 
 
 
 
      
      Richard 
       Voyles 

3 4 
 
 
 
9am 
Work Day 

5  
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30  Class for the Ages  
10:30 Worship Service  

6 
 
 
 
4:30 Scouts 

7 
 
 
 
 
     
    Linda 
    Fitch 

8 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
5:30pm Choir 

 
 

  6pm Fin. Comm. 
Mtg. 

Lori Edwards 

9 
 
 
        
       Joseph 
        Anderson 
        Wallace                               
        Carr 

 
 

11 9am 
Work Day 

 
 
 
     
   Tina 
   McCarthy 

12 
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30  Class for the Ages  
10:30 Worship Service  
Potluck Lunch 
 
    Ruth Carr 

13  
          
        Josie                           
        Dykes                                    
        Dalton 
     Lambert 
        Grant 
        Voyles 

14 
9:30 Circle 
6pm Circle 

15 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
11:30 Crafty Critters 

5:30pm Choir 
 
 
 

Ruth Bienvenu 

16 17 18 
9am 
Work Day 
 
      
 
    Jamie 
     Tosso 

19 
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30  Class for the Ages  
10:30 Worship Service  
  
 
 
   Becky Bowden 

20 
4:30 Scouts 
6:30                
Session 
 
    
  
 Lyuke 
Treadaway 

21 
 
 
 
 
   
 
   Callie Key 

22 
10am Adult Bible 

Study* 
5:30pm Choir 

 
 
 
 

Shirlann Finch 

23 24 25 
 
9am 
Work Day 

26 Reformation Sun. 
9:15    Adult Class                       
9:15   Connections Class 
9:30  Class for the Ages  
10:30 Worship Service  

27 6:30 
Scouts 
 
Katie                
Anderson 
Mary Ruth 
Hastings 
Rick Spell 

28 29 10am Bible Study* 
5pm Trunk or Treat 

 
 
 

6pm Choir 
 
                                                              

Paula Kelley 

30 31  

Covington 
Presbyterian Church Calendar of Events 

2014 

*Fellowship Hall 


