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 Recently, I was able to attend a wonderful conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota. This conference, The Festival 
of Homiletics, presented preachers, pastors, teachers, and church attenders the opportunity to rethink the approach 
from which we present our weekly sermons. As someone said, it was like drinking from a water hose. I’ve had to go 
and rethink and re-listen to a lot of what I’ve heard. As I was on the flight back, I kept asking myself, “What can I bring 
back to the fine folks of CPC?” I, of course, will use many of the approaches to preaching that I heard and saw. I, of 
course, am filled with a new sense of enlightenment that I want to share. However, I think what I want to share is that 
eagerness. There is an eagerness to delve a little deeper. There is an eagerness to approach things a little differently 
than how I’ve always been taught. There is an eagerness to challenge myself and others to think outside of the box. 
Much of that comes by the willingness to be reformed.  
 

 If there is one thing I have learned in the last year and a half as your pastor, it’s that when we say we are 

Reformed, we must be willing to be re-formed. To be re-formed, we must be willing to be unformed (taken apart), 

informed, transformed, but certainly not uniformed (in our thinking). As someone who admittedly never thought he 

would end up as the pastor of a church, I find that sometimes we need to allow ourselves the room to look at a situation, 

an issue, or a problem and walk around it and look at every angle. I’ve learned to put down familiar commentaries on 

scripture and pick up new ones or to add my own. I’ve learned to read books that are willing to ask the tough questions 

and to not always know the answer. I’ve learned to question and learn from those questions as much as I learn from the 

answers. Rachel Held Evans said, "There is a difference between questioning God and questioning what we believe 

about God. Having experienced both, I know that the first can be destructive, while the second can be enriching and 

beneficial, though admittedly the line between them can sometimes get blurred.”  

 

 And that's where I am right now in my spiritual life. I am at a point where I am not afraid to walk around and 

look at the issues of faith in a new light. That means I am eager to invite you with me.   

 

 I wanted to share a few books I have been reading in the last year or so if you would like to take a new 

perspective on faith.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 119:105   “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 

*"Faith Unraveled" by Rachel Held Evans is a book by a young woman who was raised 

without the ability to question, but who had to have her faith broken apart before it could be 

rebuilt. 

*"Learning to Walk in the Dark" by Barbara Brown Taylor invites us to look at darkness less 

as a place of spiritual blindness but more as a place to embrace a special side of ourselves. 

*"Pastrix" by Nadia Bolz-Webber is by a former drug dealer turned Lutheran pastor who 

embraces the most misunderstood people in society in a unique way. 

*"Red Letter Revolution" by Tony Campolo and Shane Claiborne invite us to rethink life from 

the red words in the Bible (the words that Jesus spoke) by asking the question, "what if Jesus 

really meant what he said?" 

*"An Altar in the World" and "Leaving Church" by Barbara Brown Taylor are also wonderful 

books that help break apart our understanding of faith by looking at "real life" faith.  

*Other authors who I've read in the last year  or am currently reading who take things from a 

new perspective are Donald Miller, Rob Bell, Lillian Daniel, Brian McLaren, NT Wright, 

Bruce Reyes Chow, Craig Barnes, and Diane Butler Bass.    

       

      Rob   



Bill Abernathy (cancer) 

Sue Barbe (cancer) 

Leo Cardon (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Annie Fredricks (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Clayton Hagy (health) 

Mary Ruth Hastings (health)  

Dorian Lamb (cancer)  

 

Leadership - Pastor/Elders/Deacons                           

Melba Logan (health) 

Clayton McDaniel (health) 

Linda McLean (health) 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Relationships (marital/family/spiritual)  

Family of JoEllen Rodrigue (loss) 

Henry Sevier (health) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens  

Renee Tice Zepeda (cancer) 

 
Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

 Habitat for Humanity                                       Covington Food Bank 

Operation Christmas Child                      STAIR 

FINANCIALLY $PEAKING:  
For the Month of April 

 
  
 
 
 The Pledges & Gifts of $22,947.00 

received for the month of April were 

$8,747.00 more than the month’s budget for 

this category of income.  For the year-to-date 

through April, Pledges and Gifts of 

$133,518.00 are over budget by $12,218.00. 

 

 Full financial statements are available 

in the church office.  Thank you for your 

support. 

Psalm 145:18  “The LORD is near to all who call upon Him,                              
to all who call upon Him in truth.” 

2 Cor. 8:7  But just as you excel in everything -  
In faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 

earnestness and in your love for us - see that 
you also excel in this grace of giving. 

The Food Bank has requested special foods for its Summer Stock children’s program, a drive to 
gather food for families with school age children during the summer months.   
 
The desired items:   
Fruit cups, Dried Fruit Pouches, Fruited Jello Cups, Fruit Juice Boxes, Fruit Roll-Ups/Bars, 100% 
Fruit Gummy Bears, Crackers, Trail Mix, Granola Bars, Fig Newton Cookies, Cereal Bars, 
Goldfish Crackers, Pretzels, Lance Crackers (with filling), Nuts (individual bags), Tuna or Canned 
Chicken (Single Serving Cans), and Beef Jerky. 

If you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the 

darkness and your gloom be as the noonday.             Isaiah 58:10 

On Sunday, June 15th, (Father’s Day) there will be a Potluck Lunch in the Fellowship Hall immediately 

after the worship service.  Please bring a dish to share and enjoy what others bring.  This is a great time to 

get together and have a time to show appreciation to the fathers and all the men of CPC on this special 

day of recognition. 

HEALING SERVICE:  We would like to invite you to a very meaningful service on June 8 after  the morning 

worship service.  At 11:45, the session, deacons, and pastor would like to invite you to stay for a service of Wholeness 

and Healing. This service is a worship service that the Book of Order encourages for all congregations. During this 

service, we invite all who feel as though they need to be healed, made whole, or those with any other prayer requests to 

gather. We will lay hands and pray for each individual by name. If you would like to be anointed with oil, this will also 

be available. If you would like to simply be present as a prayer warrior, we invite you also.   



  

 April Cashion has joined Covington Presbyterian by way of moving her membership from New 

Covenant Presbyterian in Mandeville where she was a member for over 28 years. 

 

 April and her husband Ward are both natives of Arkansas although they have lived in St. 

Tammany Parish for nearly 30 years.  They are LSU fans except for that one day of the year when the 

Tigers play the Razorbacks.  On that day April is a die-hard Hog fan and Ward stays neutral to keep 

peace in the family with their daughter who graduated from LSU!  Their daughter Branch is married to 

Daniel Fouquet and they have a three month old baby girl, Cashion Claire Fouquet.  Cashion Claire 

lives a couple of blocks from her grandparents and she keeps everyone happy and busy! 

 

 April taught Family and Consumer Sciences at Pearl River High in St. Tammany for eleven 

years.  She retired from teaching five years ago and took up golf again.  She also enjoys growing herbs 

and tomatoes.  She has planted five new blueberry bushes so that Cashion Claire can pick her very own 

blueberries next summer. 

Pictured above: 

Left to Right - April’s 

daughter, Branch Fouquet 

April’s Granddaughter, 

Cashion Claire Fouquet 

April Cashion 

April holding Cashion, granddaughter 



Lectionary Readings for the month of June, 2014 
Our weekly “Robservation” devotionals and sermons will come from these readings. 

 

For the week of: 

June 1:   Acts 1:6-14; Ps. 68:1-10; 1 Peter 4:12-13; 5:6-11; John 17:1-11 

June 8    Acts 2:1-21; Num. 11:24-30; 1 Cor. 12:3b-13; John 20:19-23 

June 15  Gen. 1:1-2, 4a; Ps. 8; 2 Cor. 13:11-13; Matt. 28:16-20 

June 22  Gen. 21:8-21; Ps. 86:1-10, 16-17; Rom. 6:1b-11; Matt. 10:24-39 

June 29  Gen. 22:1-14; Ps. 13; Rom. 6:12-23; Matt. 10:40-42 
 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 
Psalm 119:105 

 

Rev. 

Rob 

June 1:    “Go!”       John 7:1-11 & Acts 1:6-14 

June 8:    “Thirst”  Acts 2:1-21 & John 7:37-39 

June 15:    Guest Preacher , Jeff Sims 

June 22:    Guest Preacher , Jeff Sims 

June 29:  “Freedom”  Romans 6:12-23, Matthew 10:40-42  



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Attention***Attention****                       

VBS is on the way**** 

 

We have a great week 

planned for our VBS.  Please 

try to register your family 

ASAP.  There is something 

for everyone!   

 

Birth – 3yr olds       Nursery 

Available 

 

Pre-K4 – 5th Graders                      

VBS Activities 

 

Youth – Opportunities to 

sign up as helpers in all 

areas. 

 

Mom & Dads, Aunts and 

Uncles, Grandparents, 

Anyone interested in families 

- Join our Parent Chat Café - 

lead by Peter and Lisa 

Wilson.  This is a great time 

for meaningful discussions 

on today’s world of raising 

families.  Everyone is 

welcome. 

 

Also still plenty of 

opportunities to serve 

helping make this the best 

VBS ever! 



CPC’S  “First Look” children getting ready to go on a bear hunt. 

Pictured from L - R:  Will Carter, Liam White, Caroline Anderson, Caelyn Sims, and Jonah Amick. 

PIONEER 
AWARDS: 

 
Each child who 
participated in 

Pioneers on 
Family Night 
will receive 
their badges  

for their 
achievements 
on June 4th 
Family Night 

right after the 
5pm meal. 

Each one is 
framed and 

custom made 
by Ms. Paula 

with the child’s 
name on it.   



 The next (and last for the summer) Family Wednesday Night 

Dinner will take place on  June 4.   

 

 Come enjoy a delicious meal for only $5.00 a person or 

$10.00 per family.  What a bargain!   The best part is enjoying a meal 

with friends as well as family.    

The History of Covington Presbyterian Church:    

 

After dinner, hear from some longtime members the history of this church. 

 

Pioneer Club will be back on June 4th.  We all had a great time last month.  We will 

have an award program right after the Wednesday Family Meal where the children 

will receive their merit badges for jobs well done. 

 

Thanks to our volunteers for running our Nursery.                                           

 

 

On Sunday, May 18th a delicious pancake breakfast took place in honor of CPC’s two graduating High 

School Seniors, Amelia Pierce and Grant Lambert, pictured above.   

 

Congratulations and  all the best wishes to Amelia and Grant! 



Grace Notes 
by Elizabeth Tosterud 

  

 

 

 

 The hymn of the month for June is “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love.”  It 

is based on the scripture: 

 

 “A new commandment I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 

   must love one another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you 

 love one another.” (John 13:34,35) 

 

 The lyrics and music for this hymn were composed by Peter Scholtes (1938-2009).  Mr. 

Scholtes had a profound impact on those who loved him, and on many more who never met 

him. He was blessed with amazing talents, and shared them generously with people all over the 

world. Throughout his life, either as a priest, musician-composer, social worker, teacher, 

community organizer, therapist, author, or consultant, he had a genius for making complex and  

important ideas easy to grasp and put to use. He composed this hymn while leading a church 

youth choir. He was looking for an appropriate song for a series of ecumenical and interracial 

events.  

 

 After working in the public sector in Lynn, Massachusetts, and Madison, Wisconsin, 

Peter became a consultant with Joiner Associates in the 1980s, traveling the globe to help 

businesses engage employees’ talents more fully, humanely, and effectively. Peter often told 

stories of a very happy childhood in Oak Park with loving parents, sisters and a large extended 

family. Peter and his wife Peg blended their families and raised their four children in the city 

that he loved, Madison. They welcomed friends and strangers from around the world to live 

with them in their loving, crazy, and active home. Peter’s sense of humor and irony were a 

cornerstone of the household. He loved being a father. His kids remember a family life filled 

with love, music, singing, and elaborate ways to make group decisions. Nothing made him  

happier in his final years than spending time with his grandchildren. 

 

 It is easy to talk sentimentally about love. It is much more difficult to apply it to needy 

people and situations. The Scriptures clearly teach that the proof of God’s presence within our 

lives is our willingness to share His love with humanity. The earthly badge of our heavenly 

citizenship is our love relationship with others. 

 

 A life of love is a deliberate choice on our part. We must choose this lifestyle against 

our natural bent for self-centeredness. Soon, with the Holy Spirit’s enablement, our new life of 

love becomes a natural behavior. Then the emotional feelings of inner fulfillment follow. 

Responding to the needs of others will never be a duty, rather it will become a privilege of 

normal Christian living. Our love in action will bring joy to a brother or sister in Christ and 

even show non-believers that we are Christians not only in name but in deed as well. 



 

   

 

 

 

                                                                  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

OPPORTUNITIES: 

 

 
 

2 Tim 3:16: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,                                                                  
correcting and training in righteousness. 

 
FELLOWSHIP CLASS: (Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15am) 
An adult class meets in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.  It is a DVD/discussion 

study of Christianity, Cults & Religions by Paul Carden. This study helps Christians know what they 

believe and why. It simply explains the history, background and beliefs of the most common religions 

and cultic groups such as Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witness and other 

groups. Various sessions will be facilitated by different class members.  
 
CONNECTIONS CLASS:  (9:15am Library)  

This class uses “The Upper Room - In Small Groups” devotional booklet.  There is a Wednesday 

meditation based on scripture that the class reads and then discusses it on Sunday.   

 
A CLASS FOR ALL AGES:  Pastor  Rob has begun a Sunday School class  which meets  Sundays 

at 9:30 and is called "A Class for the Ages." This class is for all youth AND all adults. The class meets 

upstairs in the youth room and walks through the Scripture from which Rob will preach that day.  

Please bring your parent, kids, or friends and check this class out.  
 
 

                                  NEW CIRCLE STUDY FOR 2014-15 

RECONCILING PAUL:  A CONTEMPORARY STUDY OF 2 CORINTHIANS 

 
 The Mary Martha Circle, the morning circle under the leadership 

of Jean Carriere,  has been meeting at 9:30am at her house while the Night 

Circle under the leadership of Dianne Kaack, has met at 6 PM in the 

Fellowship Hall.  These circles are now enjoying a summer hiatus but will 

resume on the 2nd Tuesday of September with the study of 2 Corinthians.  

The ladies have a work book and if you would like to be included, please 

contact either Jean at 892-7461  or Dianne  at 796--8282 by no later than 

mid- July.  The books cost $8. 

 

 You don’t have to be a member of the church to attend, but you do have to want to study the 

Bible, have good fellowship, and be willing to pray for each other’s needs. Each meeting lasts about 2 

hours.  What better way to spend your 2nd Tuesday morning or night! 

  

 Won’t you consider becoming a vital part of this women’s ministry at CPC? 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2Tim.3.16


HUMOROUS CHURCH MARQUEE SIGNS   by Joan Hill 

 

"The best vitamin for a Christian is B1." 

"Under same management for over 2000 years" 

"Soul food served here." 

"You can give without loving but you cannot love without giving." 

"Don't wait for the hearse to take you to church." 

"We should be more concerned with the Rock Of Ages, instead of the age of rocks." 

"Reputation is what people think about you. Character is what people know you are." 

"Life has many choices, For Eternity, two. What's yours?" 

"Seven days without prayer makes one weak." 

"Worry is interest paid on trouble before it is due." 

"A man's character is like a fence. It cannot be strengthened by whitewash." 

"Prevent truth decay. Brush up on your Bible." 

"It's hard to stumble when you're down on your knees." 

"A clear conscience makes a soft pillow." 

"Can't sleep? Try counting your blessings." 

"Forbidden fruit creates many jams." 

"Christians, keep the faith... But not from others!" 

"To belittle is to be little." 

"Lead me not into temptation; I can find the way myself." 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=rjg1TZx0M9c11M&tbnid=9Q9eodQnBOJ6aM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fexplore%2Fchurch-signs%2F%3Fp%3D0&ei=qCF-U47EMsqa8QGPxYHQAg&bvm=bv.67229260,d.b2U


*Fellowship Hall 

 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9am 55+Yrs. Meeting* 

9:15 Adult Class                       

9:15 Connections Class 

9:30 Class for the Ages  

2 3 

 

6:30pm 

Kiwanis 

4                                                            
5pm Family Night  
Meal 
6pm Pioneer Club 
6pm Presbyterian 101 

5:30pm Choir   
  

5 6 

5pm-

Rehearsal 

7 

3pm Wedding &              

Reception –FH* 

8 Pentecost 

9:15 Adult Class                       

9:15 Connections Class 

9:30 Class for the Ages  

10:30 Worship/Healing               

9  

 

 

Riley   

Hnatyshyn 

10 11   

5:30pm Choir   

 

                                                        

Laura Battistella 

12 13  

 

 

6:30pm 

Kiwanis 

14 

15   Father’s Day                                          

9:15 Adult Class                       

9:15 Connections Class 

9:30 Class for the Ages  

10:30 Worship Service 

11:30 Potluck Lunch 

16 17 18 

 

 

 

5:30pm Choir   

19  

 

19  

 

 

20 21 

22 

9:15 Adult Class                       

9:15 Connections Class 

9:30 Class for the Ages  

10:30 Worship Service                                                                     

Bobbe Abel 

23 

 

 
 

5:30pm Meal 

6 Activities 

6:30 Chat Caf 

8:15  Dismiss 

24 

 
 

 

5:30pm Meal 

6pm  Activities 

6:30 Chat Cafe 

8:15  Dismiss 

 

 

JoEllen  

Rodrigue 

25 

 

 
 

5:30pm Meal 

6-8pm  VBS Activities 

6:30pm Parent Chat Cafe 

8:15pm Dismissal 

 

 

 

5:30pm Choir   

26 

 

 
 

5:30pm Meal 

6pm Activities 

6:30 Chat Cafe 

8:15 Dismiss 

27  

        5pm           

Rehearsal   

                                                               

 

5:30 Meal 

6 Activities 

6:30 Chat Cafe 

8:15 Dismiss 

                                                              

  Mitch Bilbe                                                                                          

28 

 

 

6pm Wedding 

29 

9:15 Adult Class                       

9:15 Connections Class 

9:30 Class for the Ages  

10:30 Worship Service 

30      

CAMP FELICIANA - 3RD - 8TH GRADES 

FELLOWSHIP HALL BOOKED FOR VBS SET UP 

FAMILY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL WEEK 


