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 My favorite people in Scripture are the scoundrels we meet; possibly because I have a little scoundrel in me. 

One of my favorite scoundrels is Jacob whose story can be found all throughout the midpoint and latter parts of 

Genesis. 

 

     Jacob famously stole his brother, Esau's, birthright and then lied to his father about it after he had been 

blessed. However, we learn that Jacob is soon blessed by God, as well. In Genesis 28 and Genesis 32, we see Jacob 

being blessed. Once at the famous Jacob's ladder and the other while wrestling a divine being. In both accounts, 

Jacob was going somewhere. He was not sitting at home or in an office waiting for God to bless him where he was.  

 

     When I was hired to be the pastor of this church, I found myself extremely excited about having an office 

where I could put all my books, read, write, study, and visit with people. However, although I read and write and 

pray in my office, I find my true office to be downstairs in the hallway where I have countless visits with fellow 

employees, church members, and passers-through. I find my true office to be at the food bank where I help serve the 

needs of the hungry every Thursday from 9-noon. I find my true office to be at Mellow Mushroom or Chimes or PJ's 

coffee where I sit for hours and listen to people in our congregation and from the community tell stories of their 

lives. My true office is walking my neighborhood where I find people who will open up a lot when they find out I am 

a pastor. My true office is sitting in the hospital cafeteria with Jeff Sims as he and I discuss how the Lord is moving 

in our various ministries. My true office is found beside a hospital bed while I listen to various machines down the 

hall or in the room with me often with very few words spoken at all. My office has been with God's people.  

 

 My blessings, too, have been found while on the move. I would truly like to stop sometimes and rename the 

places where I have encountered God as Jacob did, but I would run out of names really quickly.  

 

     In 2014, I want you to tell me where my next office is going to be. I'm not saying I want to move all my 

books or anything like that. No, I want you to call me. I want you to come see me. I want to come see you. I want us 

to be a blessing to one another. There will be a monthly sign up sheet starting this month in the church office with 

days and times that I am available. Please fill it in. But I also encourage you to go and get out of your comfort zone 

and find out where and how God may bless you. 

 

 Let's get on the move, 

 

  Rob 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 119:105   “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 



Bill Abernathy (cancer) 

Eric Amick (recovery-back) 

Sue Barbe (cancer) 

Leo Cardon (health) 

Cyndi Christian (cancer) 

Dick & Linda Fitch (health) 

Annie Fredricks (health) 

Ghana Prison Ministry                         

Michelle Gremillion (heart) 

Clayton Hagy (health) 

Mary Ruth Hastings (health) 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Ctr.     

 

 

Darian Lamb (cancer) 

Katie Landry (health) 

Melba Logan (health) 

Natural disaster victims 

Northlake Crisis Pregnancy Center 

Officers/Leadership 

Bob Panek (recovery-back) 

Relationships (marital/family/spiritual) 

Valora Spencer (strength) 

USA: Safety of our troops/citizens 

  troops, U.S. Citizens, leaders 

Rob White family (Pastor & family) 

Missions:  Home and Abroad: 

Habitat for Humanity                                       Covington Food Bank 

Operation Christmas Child      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIALLY $PEAKING:  
For the Month of  December 

The Year 2013: 

For the 3rd consecutive year, Covington 

Presbyterian Church had a successful financial 

year.  Total revenues of $259,838 were more 

than enough to cover the year’s total expenses, 

which were $237,464.  The church also 

received funds through fundraisers and special 

gifts and offerings.  Revenues in excess of the 

church’s operating expenses for 2013 were 

earmarked for use in 2014 and future years, 

for expenses not specifically covered in annual 

operating budgets.  Thank you to all whose 

gifts contributed to CPC’s financial success 

for 2013. 

 

The Year 2014: 

For the year just started, 58 individuals or 

families pledged a total $ 223,230.   Based on 

these pledges and estimates of non-pledged 

gifts and other sources of income, the Session 

approved a balanced budget of $244,650 for 

2014.  Thank you to all who pledged for 2014: 

your estimates of giving provided a sound 

basis for the church’s planning for 2014.  Of 

course, whether or not you pledged, all 

contributions are appreciated and are put to 

good use by CPC. 

 

CPC’s Financial Leadership: 

For 2014, Elder Jennie Fonseca will serve as 

CPC’s Treasurer and Finance Committee 

Chair.  Finance Committee members are 

Elders Richard Voyles, Jeff Schoen, Deacon 

Nell Selzer and Pierre Gautreaux .  Church 

Secretary Jeanie Bazer is responsible for 

contributions accounting and reporting (in 

addition to her other duties), and Bookkeeper 

Clara Rutland handles the church’s accounts 

payable, payroll, bookkeeping and financial 

reporting.   

 

   Full financial statements are available in the 

church office.  Thank you for your support. 

 

 Clara Rutland,  

   Bookkeeper 

Since it was first published in 1956, Our Daily 

Bread has become the resource for which RBC 

Ministries is best known. The daily devotional 

thoughts published in Our Daily Bread help 

readers spend time each day in God’s Word. 

Our Daily Bread is available on the table in the 

foyer for February, 2014.   

Be sure to pick up your free copy the next time 

you pass by the table. 

   

    Our goal for 2014 is to provide The Food 

Bank with 2600 pounds of food.   To meet this goal, 

we need to donate 217 pounds of food each month.  
    

    In January, you surpassed our monthly goal 

by donating 241 pounds of food!    
     

 In February, please don’t forget to bring your 

food donations each week and place them in The 

Food Bank barrels.    
    

 Again, the food items most appreciated are: Jiffy 

Cornbread Mix, Oatmeal, Macaroni and Cheese, Rice, Soup, 

Canned Fruits and Vegetables, Tuna, Cereal, Dry Beans, Peanut 

Butter and Canned Ravioli or other canned pasta.   
    

 If you prefer to make a monetary donation, just drop your 

check in the offering plate with “Food Bank” designated on the 

memo line. Each dollar you donate is equal to one pound of food.  

  

1 Pet 5:7: Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

Eph 3:20: Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine, according to his power that is at work 
within us. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Pet.5.7
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph.3.20


Lectionary Readings for the month of February, 2014 
Our weekly “Robservation” devotionals and sermons will come from these readings. 

 

For the week of: 
February 2      Micah 6:1-8; Ps. 15; 1 Cor. 1:18-31; Matt. 5:1-12 

February 9      Isa. 58:1-9a; Ps. 112:1-9; 1 Cor. 2:1-12 (13-16); Matt. 5:13-20 

February 16    Deut. 30:15-20; Ps. 119:1-8; 1 Cor. 3:1-9; Matt. 5:21-37 

February 23    Lev. 19:1-2, 9-18; Ps. 119:33-40; 1 Cor. 3:10-11, 16-23; Matt. 5:38-48 

March 2           Exod. 24:12-18/ Ps. 2 or Ps. 99; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matt 17:1-9 

 
Heb 12:2: Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him en-
dured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

Rev. 

Rob 

February 2:   “The Walk”  Micah 6:1-8 and Matthew 5:1-12 

February 9:   “Salt”  Isaiah 58:1-12 and Matthew 5:13-20 
February 16:   “Fault?”  1 Corinthians 3:1-9 and Matthew 5:21-26 

February 23:   “Teach”  Psalm 119:33-40 and Matthew 5:38-48 

The MIDWEEK PRAYER SERVICE takes place on Wednesdays in the Sanctuary at 11:30 
AM.  This will be a time of prayer for those in congregation, our community, and the world. 
We will also read scripture and common prayers from the book of common prayer.  

SPECIAL SPEAKER & POTLUCK:  On February 16, we will have a potluck 
dinner after  church to hear  from special guest speaker, Lourens van Niekerk. 
Lourens is an employee of the Abraham Kriel children's orphanage in Potchefstroom, 
South Africa. He is coming to speak with us in regards to ways that we as a 
congregation may partner with that wonderful ministry. Please visit www.akpotch.org 
in order to receive information about them. 

Heb 10:25: Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one anoth-
er—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Heb 4:16: Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help us in our time of need. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb.12.2
http://www.akpotch.org/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb.10.25
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb.4.16


 

 

 

Jesus went from town to town. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                  

This month we will look at Jesus going from town to town proclaiming the good news. 

Blessed!  Yes blessed even when things go wrong!                                                                             

We want our young ones to know they have the most precious thing living inside them and that 

is the greatest blessing of all….. 

Later on in the month we will be learning about Moses and his wandering all around. 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=262&biw=1920&bih=965&tbm=isch&tbnid=b10LLVdra8BZ2M:&imgrefurl=http://orcministries.wordpress.com/tag/wandering/&docid=VQ020-jOtAo-GM&imgurl=http://orcministries.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/wilderness-wandering1.jpg&w=1476&h=


This article was sent to us by Allen Gibbs.  Several members of CPC participate in this program. 

Col 3:23: Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col.3.23


 

HYMNS OF THE MONTH 

 

 A request was made by Richard Voyles that we sing Just a Closer Walk with Thee for 

the Hymn of the Month. This hymn is probably the most favorite southern gospel song of the 

twentieth century and no one knows the composer who wrote it or when it was written.  

However, circumstances strongly suggests it dates back to southern African-American churches  

in the second half of the 19th century. In 1930s African-American churches held large musical 

conventions. A boom of recordings were made in the 1940s of many genre, which include 

music ranging from Southern gospel to jazz and brass bands. 

 

 Selah Jubilee Singers made the first known recording on October 8, 1941. Also,        

Rosetta Tharpe with Lucky Millinder and His Orchestra recorded the song on December 2, 

1941. A revival of traditional New Orleans jazz caused multiple recordings of the song.                   

Bunk Johnson’s Brass Band featured it in a 1945 session. In 1950, Red Foley made and sold a 

million copies.  This song has been recorded by many artists. One can hardly attend half time at 

a football game and not hear it played.  The Southeastern Louisiana University’s band plays this 

every football game and I am sure it is played by other schools.  

 

     The hymn of the month in January was Here I Am, Lord.  The lyrics and music were 

written by Dan Schutte. He tells the story that when he was a young Jesuit, studying theology in 

Berkeley, California, a friend came to him and requested that he write a piece of music for the 

diaconate ordination ceremony scheduled in three days. He told his friend that he was sick with 

the flu and did not know if he could compose anything suitable in that short a time. However, 

his friend encouraged him to try. He said that he always loved the Scripture passage (Isaiah 6) 

where God calls Isaiah to be his servant and messenger to the people. Isaiah responds with both 

hesitation and doubt, but also with a humble willingness to surrender to God. If it was going to 

work, it would have to be God’s power and grace making it happen. 

 

 He remembered sitting at his desk with a blank music score and asking God to give him 

strength. As he prayed for help, he remembered the call of Samuel, where God had come 

calling in the middle of the night and asked Samuel to do something beyond what he thought 

was his capability. He worked for two days on the piece and he remembered being exhausted. 

After making last minute changes on the score, he walked it over to his friend who lived several 

blocks away. He was very unsure of the music but hoping it would be what his friend wanted. 

And it was OK. It was more than OK. From the very beginning, people loved the piece and 

clearly identified with the dialogue between God and us that is the core of the song.  

 

  The story of Here I Am Lord tells of the God who overshadows us, giving power to our 

stumbling words and simple works of our hands, making them into something that can be a 

grace for people. The power God gives is far beyond what we can plan or create. 
 

 

 

  

 

  

Grace Notes 
by Elizabeth Tosterud 



 

   

 

 

 

                                                                  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

OPPORTUNITIES: 

 

 
 
2 Tim 3:16: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness. 
 
1)FELLOWSHIP CLASS: (Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15am) 
An adult class meets in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.  The study, “Rumors of 
God” by Darren Whitehead and Jon Tyson, is a call to Christians seeking a vision of the life God is 
calling them to, one that transcends the shallowness of our culture.  The authors challenge us to reject 
what is plausible and to cry out to God to bring what is possible in our lives and in the church.  Both 
challenging and encouraging, this study will reintroduce us to a God worth talking about. 
 
2) CONNECTIONS CLASS:  (9:15am Library)  
This class uses the Bible-in-Life curriculum. Each lesson inspires adults, promotes community among 
others, and challenges them to grow spiritually. Adults are equipped to build a deeper understanding of 
Bible principles and encouraged toward in-depth participation and life application. Bible-in-Life 
supports adults of all age ranges. 
 
3) CHAT CAFÉ:  This is a time in which anyone who wants can grab a cup of coffee and chat with 

other adults about whatever topics you would like. Parents, grandparents, college students, and those in 

between are welcome to join us anytime between 9:30 and 10:30 on Sunday mornings upstairs in the 

The Wednesday Adult Bible Study is studying “The Shelter of God’s Promises” by 
Sheila Walsh.  The participant guides are $8.00.  Everyone is invited to join us. 

OTHER CHRISTIAN ED OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

We will be having a Parent’s Meeting for the Youth Group on 
Sunday, February 9.   
 
The meeting will take place in the Fellowship Hall from 4:00 —
6PM.   Parents will  enjoy a meal with the youth during this time.  
We hope you will join us for this important informational meeting. 
 
Jason Johnston, Youth Director  985.789.5994 

In The Shelter of God’s Promises, gifted Bible teacher and inspiring Women of 

Faith speaker Sheila Walsh searches Scripture for what God has promised us, what 

God’s promises mean, and how encounters with Christ are the eternal fulfillment of 

His unrelenting commitment to us. Through vulnerable storytelling, new insights, 

and an in-depth Bible study, Sheila offers powerful, heart-filled teaching on ten 

bedrock promises of God, providing the foundation for daily confidence, joy, 

hope—and shelter. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2Tim.3.16


This month we are featuring 

Tracy White, a very special plus to our 

Covington Presbyterian Church family. 

 Tracy Flores White was born and raised in Vero Beach. Florida and spent most of her 

childhood and early adult years on the beach.  Much of her very large extended family still lives in Vero 

Beach. How large? Her mother is one of nine children and her dad is one of 17 children. Tracy, 

however, is “only” 1 of 3 children.  She began doing full-time ministry as soon as she graduated from 

high school and continued working in the ministry until she started dating Rob White in 2006 when she 

became a full-time volunteer.  She was an Episcopalian before then but figured she better become a 

Presbyterian if she was going to marry a Presbyterian pastor. 
 

As a teenager and young adult, she traveled a lot and spent time in England, Italy, Venezuela, 

Mexico, and Canada.  (Poor Rob hasn’t been out of North America). In fact, she had accepted a call to 

do ministry in New Zealand for 6 months but cancelled her trip when she started dating that country-

talking youth director from Arkansas. She says if she could travel anywhere in the world it would be to 

Greece.  

It was Tracy who convinced Rob it was time to go to seminary, but on 2 conditions: they 

couldn’t live anywhere where it snowed a lot and they could never live in Atlanta. Well in January 

2010, they moved to Atlanta where it snowed the first 2 weeks they were there. While Rob was in 

seminary, Tracy walked into a local yogurt shop that had just opened and said, “I could run this 

place” (she had run a few ice cream stores in Orlando). Sure enough, a few weeks later and she was the 

general manager of the Yogurt Tap, which quickly became one of the most profitable businesses in 

Decatur, GA. They still call her for advice. 
 

While in Atlanta, Tracy discovered her biggest life accomplishment: becoming mother to a 7lb 

15 oz little angel who has turned into a 2.5 year old active little boy who may try to play catch with you 

or with a window. She is excited to welcome a baby girl to the mix in April of this year. She and Rob 

are also parents to a St. Bernard named Darby and a Mutt named Dory.  
 

When it came time for Rob to accept a call at a church, Tracy told him that they couldn’t move 

anywhere where it was cold. As irony would have it, one reason you are getting this newsletter late is 

because of an ice storm. All joking aside, Tracy has really felt at home in this church and this 

community and has recently become a volunteer for Habitat for Humanity. 
 

Thank you for opening your arms to Tracy and her family.  



                                                                 

Young and Old are Invited 

Teens are welcome! 

The first Men’s Breakfast was a big hit so we have planned more!   

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22 AT 9AM -  FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

PROGRAM:   

“AN INSIDER’S VIEW OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM” 

By Joe Tosterud 

 

 Joe received his B.A. and his M.Ed. Degrees from University of New 

Orleans and his J.D. from Loyola Law School.  From 1974 to 1984 he was an 

Assistant District Attorney in Orleans Parish.  In the last years there, he served 

as Chief of the Robbery Division.  In 1985 he joined the staff of Walter Reed in 

St. Tammany Parish where he worked until his retirement in 2005.  He served 

most of that time in St. Tammany Parish as the Chief of the Criminal Division.  

Since his retirement, he has worked as a contract attorney in Walter Reed’s 

Office screening cases. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 29 AT 9AM - FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

PROGRAM: 

“MORGAN AND JACKSON IN MADISONVILLE, 1814” 

Unsung Hero of the War of 1812 - St. Tammany’s Own General Morgan 

By David Stefferud, Capt. U.S.N. Retired (30+ years) 

 

*David Stefferud graduated from Harvard College, 1954.   

*USN - Commanded various ships 

*Tour in Vietnam 1969 

*Two tours - Pentagon 

*After retirement:  Avondale Shipyard Engineering Firm 

*St Tammany Library board 

*Maritime Museum Board - Madisonville 

March 29: 

Quiche 

Fruit 

 Coffee, Juice  

Pastry 

April 26: 

Flapjacks 

Bacon, Eggs 

Fruit 

Coffee and Juice 

SATURDAY, APRIL 26 AT 9AM - FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

PROGRAM:  “HISTORICAL MILESTONES OF                                                                        

COVINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH” 

Little Known Events and Facts - by Jim Badeaux 

 

 Jim Badeaux was raised in Madisonville and Graduated from High 

School in 1953.  He was a U.S. Marine from 1955-1959 as Sargent.  He 

worked as an Oil company Communication Tech 1959-1964.  From 1964-

1994 he was a NASA Electronics Contractor.  He wandered in to Covington 

Presbyterian Church in 1964. 

NOTE:  Please drop a note in the offering plate the Sunday before the upcoming breakfast or call the office if you plan to 

attend.  A donation will be gladly accepted to cover costs.  Volunteer cooks are welcome - Call Gordon Mellencamp                             

(985) 276-0633.  Possible future program ideas are welcome!  Watch for news about more exciting programs to come.  

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=eLnfaiPrJi2jFM&tbnid=q5IyrBD5tMY8AM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheanchorchurch.org.nz%2Fwordpress%2Fmens-breakfast-next-weekend%2F&ei=ZTXxUq6HO_TW2wWmsYDADQ&bvm=bv.6044456


The first Men’s Breakfast took place in February and was a big success.  Thanks to all who came and 

participated.  It is nice to see Bob Panek back in the kitchen supervising the cooks.  This is a morning of 

getting out and having fun for the guys, young (teens too) and old!  A suggested cost for breakfast is $5.00.  

The Saturday Crew also gets to eat.  Volunteer cooks are needed, please see Gordon Mellencamp, if you 

are interested in taking a turn as chef. 



Wednesday Fellowship Dinner Dates   (usually the first Wednesday of the month).  

 

 February 5  August 20 (Changed to coordinate with Back to School Picnic) 

 April 2   September 3 

 May 7   October 1 (Oktoberfest) 

 June 4   October 29 - Trunk or Treat 

 July 2   December 3 

 

Sunday Potluck Dinner Dates:   (Usually the 3rd Sunday of the month) 

 

February 2 - (Chili Cookoff)   July 20 

February 16 - Missions Speaker   September 21 

March 16     October 19 

April 13      November 16  

May 18      December date to be determined by Cantata date 

June 16 

Back to School Picnic 

(BBQ cooking contest) - August 9 

2014 Events 

Sunday 

9AM SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22   

9AM SATURDAY, MARCH 29       

9AM SATURDAY, APRIL 26       



CPC’S 2nd ANNUAL CHILI COOKOFF WAS A HUGE SUCCESS!   ABOVE ARE THE WINNERS OF 

THE TASTING CONTEST.  BELOW ARE FOLKS SAMPLING THE VARIOUS CHILIS.  CLOSE TO 

$600.00 WAS RAISED FOR THE FOOD BANK!!  THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO PARTICIPATED. 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2  9:15 Adult Sun                          

9:15 Connections Class 

9:30 Chat Cafe 

9:30 Youth Sunday Sch  

10:30 Worship 

11:30 Chili Cook Off*  

4-6pm Youth Fellowship 

 
Cameron Edwards 

KiKi Thibaut 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-7pm 

Scouts 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer 

Fell 

5  

10am Adult Bible 

Study 

11:30am Prayer 

Svc. 

5pm Youth 

Wednesday Meal 
6:00pm Choir  

Practice 

6 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Wedding 

Rehearsal for 

14th) 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

   Julie Walsdorf 

9  9:15 Adult Sun                          

9:15 Connections Class 

9:30 Chat Cafe 

9:30 Youth Sunday Sch  

10:30 Worship  

4PM Parent’s Meeting 

for Youth - F.H.* 

10 

 

4-7pm 

Scouts 
      

    Karen 

     Key 

11 

9:30am 

Circle 

6pm 

Night  

Circle* 

12 

10am Adult Bible 

Study 

11:30am Prayer 

Svc. 

5:30pm Choir  

Practice 

13 14 

Wedding  
 

 

 

 

Kim Pierce 

15 

16  9:15 Adult Sun                          

9:15 Connections Class 

9:30 Chat Cafe 

9:30 Youth Sunday Sch  

10:30 Worship 

11:30 Guest Speaker & 

Potluck Lunch  

4-6pm Youth Fellowship 
Owen Hnatyshyn 

17 

6pm 

Session 

Meeting 

 
 

Ginger 

Pine 

18 19 

10am Adult Bible 

Study 

11:30am Prayer 

Svc. 

5:30pm Choir  

Practice 

20 21 22 

9am Men’s 

Breakfast* 

 

 

 

Hazel Balzer 

Denise Bilbe 

23  9:15 Adult Sun                          

9:15 Connections Class 

9:30 Chat Cafe 

9:30 Youth Sunday Sch  

10:30 Worship  

4-6pm Youth Fellowship 

24 

 

 

4-7pm 

Scouts 

25 

 

Margaret 

Valdin 

 

Wanda 

Watkins 

26 

 

 

 

 

Fern Grantham 

27 28 29 

 

 

 

 

Steele 

Mumphrey 

Covington Presbyterian Church 

* Event takes place in the Fellowship Hall 

Rom 5:8: But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom.5.8

